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HOMELESSNESS COMMISSION ISSUES 2ND YEAR REPORT

The Allentown Commission to End Chronic Homelessness says its second year efforts have reflected a greater integration of successful practices and a more unified community approach to the issue of homelessness in the City of Allentown.  
Steering Committee Co-chairs First Lady Lisa Pawlowski and Allentown Deputy Director of Community & Economic Development Lauren Giguere and commission members released a summary of second year activities during a morning news conference in city hall.

“We are happy to report today that progress is being made here in Allentown in areas like measuring the problem, providing greater access to services and expanding housing for chronically homeless individuals and families in the city,” said Mayor Ed Pawlowski.
The commission was formed in June 2006 to create and implement a plan to end homelessness within 10 years in the city.  At its inception, the commission was comprised of 53 members representing civic and government offices, private business, social service and religious professionals.  Participants recognized a need to address the needs of chronic homeless and to tighten up the safety net.
The Allentown commission can look back on some significant accomplishments during the second year.  For example:

· They have expanded capacity to provide service through participating in application and allocation of Homeless Prevention and Rapid Re-housing (HPRP) funds to strengthen rental assistance to 269 households.
· Improved service delivery through effective case management- Intensive Multidisciplinary Team Case Management/Hospital Release protocol.  
· Practices and procedures that strengthen community responses – Prepared Renters Program/Right Stuff about Renting.  
· Rebuilding lives “in and with” the community – Initiating and coordinating the closure of two homeless encampments including securing funding for shared labor and providing opportunity for volunteerism and recovery.
The U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development has approved a more than $1.1 million three year homelessness prevention assistance grant as part of the federal government’s $787 billion stimulus package.  The city and five organizations will receive funding on a reimbursement basis.  The city is currently drafting the contracts.  The mayor said, “As a society, the cost of getting the chronically homeless into housing is far less than the cost of their impact on the health and local law enforcement systems.”   

“Our committees remain focused on prevention, intervention and infrastructure,” said Giguere.  “Our strategies over the last two years have included creating a procedure for homeless camp closures, education, dissemination and outreach.  We successfully developed a comprehensive electronic list of services for the chronically homeless for use by social service providers, first responders and others.  We’re hoping for even more cooperation in the coming year to disseminate our educational and resource materials to a wider audience,” Giguere added.  
“One of our primary goals in year three of this plan is to see that 40 percent of the chronically homeless will remain housed after 18 months,” said co-chair Lisa Pawlowski.  “We also want to provide 50 chronically homeless persons with Intensive Case Management Services,” the first lady added. 
Among other things in the coming year, the commission hopes to provide an annual report/count of chronically homeless and services, close all homeless encampments, expand its eviction prevention program to four district justices, continue providing yearly rental education programs and provide a Renter Protection Program.  As homelessness knows no geographic boundaries, the commission is seeding and nurturing the growth of wider regional initiatives to address homelessness via dialogue with Northampton counterparts.
“The efforts of the last two years have laid a solid foundation for the coming year and for the time when chronic homelessness is eliminated and stable housing is available for all residents of the city,” said Giguere.
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