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HOMELESSNESS COMMISSION ISSUES REPORT

The Allentown Commission to End Chronic Homelessness says its first year efforts have resulted in a significant positive change for chronically homeless individuals in the City of Allentown.  Steering Committee Co-chairs First Lady Lisa Pawlowski and Allentown Deputy Director of Community & Economic Development Lauren Giguere and commission members released a summary of first year activities during a morning news conference in city hall.

“We are happy to report today that progress is being made here in Allentown and progress is being made across this country,” said Mayor Ed Pawlowski.

A recent story in The Washington Times points out that from 2005 to 2007 the number of people experiencing chronic homelessness dropped from nearly 176,000 to fewer than 124,000.  That is a decrease of 52,000 or nearly 30-percent.  The mayor said, “The reason, according to the story, is found in efforts like ours.  More than 500 communities across the country are engaged in more than 350 plans to end homelessness in ten years.”

The Allentown commission has implemented a number of strategies during the past year.  For example:

· Educating chronically homeless, near homeless and property owners, landlords and lawyers, regarding the rights of the homeless, the responsibilities of both tenants and landlords and the availability of advocacy and assistance services.

· Advocating for those who don’t have a traditional residence, to guide orderly transitions from unsheltered homelessness to stable housing rather than traumatic ejection which can lead to continued homelessness.

· Creating linkages between government offices, private agencies and individuals to enable access to services, facilitate movement to permanent housing, develop advocacy for and enhance understanding of the chronically homeless.

· Advocating for greater governmental action including local, county, state and federal support for ending homelessness and for the creation of safe, affordable and permanent housing.
“Our committees have focused on prevention, intervention and infrastructure,” said Giguere.  “Among other things, we are facilitating changes in eviction notices to include notification of mediation services and rental assistance, trained social service and homeless advocates, created a procedure for homeless camp closures, developed a comprehensive electronic list of services for the chronically homeless for use by social service providers, first responders and others, and brought entities together to plan for and expand the number of emergency shelter units and permanent housing designated for chronically homeless individuals,” Giguere added.  The “street sheet” list of services for the homeless is available on the city’s website at http://www.allentownpa.gov/Community/CommissionToEndChronicHomelessness/tabid/282/Default.aspx. 
“In year two of this plan we will look for leaders in the community to join this effort,” said co-chair Lisa Pawlowski.  “Coalitions are absolutely the wave of the future in order to resolve complex societal problems.  We need movers and shakers – influential people to help represent our cause to the wider public, funders, legislators, and other partners that are needed in this endeavor,” the first lady added. 
Among other things in the coming year, the commission hopes to expand its eviction prevention program to district justices, develop a database to coordinate and track services to homeless individuals, and advocate and partner in any manner possible in the creation of new affordable housing.

“These efforts have laid the groundwork for the coming year and for the time when homelessness is eliminated and safe, stable housing is available for all residents of the city,” said Giguere.
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