




Sanitary Sewer Overflow (SSO) Report to PADEP

12.   Other comments ?

The plant operations staff has been equipped with stated of the art tools for the prediction 
and notification of an impending storm.  Internet service has been provided at the operator's 

console and when there is the threat of a storm typically the local radar is monitored.  In 
addition, the City has purchased storm warning services from Accu-Weather which sends e-

mails and faxes to the staff at WFP and WWTP.  Written SOP have been developed for 
high flow events and power interruptions.  The procedures require operators to make 

extensive preparations for impending storms.



CITY OF ALLENTOWN BYPASS REPORT 
 
To:  Robert Kerchusky, Manager of Operations 
 
From:  Angela DiBuo, Laboratories Manager 
 
Date:  Monday, August 13, 2012 
 
Subject: Plant bypassing on August 5, 2012 
 
 
In order to comply with NPDES Permit # PA0026000, section A.2.D, with respect to 
plant bypassing on August 5th, 2012, a description of the non-compliant discharge 
follows. 
 
 
POINT SOURCE:  Outfall 003 
 
 
REASON: Severe thunderstorms disrupted the primary electric power supply to the 
WWTP.  Operations staff was unsuccessful in restoring the plant with power on the 
back up supply for 21 minutes.  During this timeframe, the wet wells and interceptors 
were surcharged resulting in the discharge from outfall 003.   
      
 
DURATION:   17:50 08/05/12 START   
    18:00 08/05/12 STOP  
    0.167 HOURS 
 
 
Total Duration         

0.167 HOURS 
 
 
FLOW 8/5/12:  17:50 8/5/12  663 gallons 
    17:55 8/5/12           13,750 gallons 
    Total 8/5/12           14,413 gallons 
 
 
 Total Flow      14,413 gallons  
         (0.014413 MG)       
 
 
 
 
 



CITY OF ALLENTOWN BYPASS REPORT PG.2 
 
 
SAMPLE TIME: 18:45 8/5/12  Concentration Loading 
BOD5:     270 mg/L  32.5 lbs.    
TOTAL SUSPENDED SOLIDS:  255 mg/L  30.7 lbs.    
AMMONIA NITROGEN:   17.6 mg/L  2.12 lbs.    
pH:      6.82 S.U.   
 
                             
Total Bypass Loading for 8/5/2012 Event (pounds) 
 

# BOD    # TSS    # NH3 
By-pass total           32.5   30.7               2.12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




