COUNCIL MEETING

MAY 6, 2009
7:00 PM – Charles Snelling Presentation

May 6, 2009

1. Invocation: Jeanette Eichenwald
2. Pledge to the Flag

3. Roll Call

Mr. Donovan, Ms. Eichenwald, Mr. Guridy, Mr. Howells, Mr. Phillips, Mr. Schweyer, and Mr. D’Amore.

4. Courtesy of the Floor

Dan Mest said he’d like Council to look at the intersection of 9th and Jackson again where they’ve been trying to get a stop sign since 2006. There have been 2 accidents in 2 weeks since the last meeting.
Mr. D’Amore asked Richard Young to look into putting speed bumps in the intersection. The primary concern of the residents is speed.

Mr. Mest said speed and parking on the corner.

Mr. Howells said he supports getting those studies done as quickly as possible. He thought Public Works was going to look at this months ago.

Mr. Guridy said they did look at it months ago. It was deemed there wasn’t enough to warrant a stop sign.

Mr. Phillips said they had a long discussion on what could be done to slow down traffic. To put a stop sign there would cost an exorbitant amount of money.
Paulette Hunter said there were 2 meetings last week. One dealing with Gang Task Force, and the other School and College. They should be combined. She doesn’t believe hiring more police is the solution. We need to focus on our youth with education, training and employment. Hiring more cops is going to cover the gang situation, or they’ll have no place to go or anything to do. We’re bringing more police to 10th and Hamilton. We should look at what kind of training we can do for our youth.
Mr. Donovan said we have not yet put together a youth council which is his and Mr. Schweyer’s goal. We have invited Superintendent Angello to attend the 2nd meeting in June about the issues you addressed. Recreation is one of the most important aspects for every resident and citizen, and most notably youth. We need to look at our Recreation Department and talk with the School District to look for opportunities for youth.

5. Approval of Minutes: None
6. Old Business

7. Communications

8. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES:

Mr. Howells moved to suspend the rules to introduce Bills 33, and 34; R29, 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34.

Mr. Donovan said he will 2nd it, but only if the appointments are first.

The rules were suspended by common consent.

R29 

Reappointment of Scott Unger to the Zoning Hearing Board.

Mr. Donovan said he has had the opportunity to interact with Mr. Unger and thinks he is someone who really understands land planning. He welcomes his reappointment.

Ms. Eichenwald said she wanted to thank those appointees who have attended tonight to have their appointments confirmed this evening. She thanked them for their service to the City and willingness to work with them and to be a part of the work that needs to be accomplished.

Mr. Howells concurred.

R29 was approved, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.

R30

Thomas J. Yuracka, Christopher Raad, Daniel Ebner, Frederick Suter, III, David C. Huber, Bryan Geist, HARB Appointments.

Mr. D’Amore moved to strike the name Thomas J .Yuracka. The other appointees will remain.

The motion was approved by common consent.

Mr. Phillips said he has an objection to Daniel Ebner. What is his home address?

Mr. Phillips and Mr. Howells moved to amend R30 by voting on Mr. Ebner’s appointment separately.

The motion was approved by common consent.

Mr. D’Amore noted Daniel Ebner’s appointment will be R40.

Mr. Phillips said if they are not in attendance, he would like their appointment separate. He does not support anyone who does not come to Council for their appointment.

Mr. D’Amore and Mr. Donovan moved to separate Bryan Geist’s name from the remainder of the appointments on R30.

The motion was approved by common consent.

R30 was approved, 6 Yeas and 1 Nay (Phillips).

R40
Daniel Ebner, HARB Appointment

Mr. Guridy said he would prefer a resident of the City. They checked with W2 Architects. We couldn’t find anyone who was a resident of the City.

Ms. Eichenwald said Mr. Ebner’s offices are in the City.

R40 was approved, 6 Yeas and 1 Nay (Phillips).

R41

Bryan Geist, HARB Appointment

R41 was approved, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.

R31

Amy Meleck, Susan Rutt, Joan W. Gaydos, Arts Commission Appointments
Mr. Donovan said he has the pleasure of sitting on the Arts Commission with Amy Meleck, Sue Rutt and Joan Gaydos. They are very hard working. They’ve given a lot to the committee. They bring a lot of talent. He urged Council to pass this favorably.
Ms. Eichenwald noted Ms. Rutt is out of town on business and wasn’t able to attend.

Mr. Donovan said also Ms. Meleck said she wasn’t sure if her schedule was going to allow her to attend.

Mr. Phillips and Mr. Donovan moved to separate Ms. Gaydos from the other 2 appointments to the Arts Commission.

The motion was approved by common consent.

Mr. Howells noted Sue Rutt is an employee of the City.

R31 was approved, 6 Yeas and 1 Nay (Phillips).
R42

Joan W. Gaydos, Arts Commission Appointment

R42 was approved, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.

R32

David McGuire, Julie Thomases, Environmental Advisory Council Appointments
Mr. Phillips and Mr. Howells moved to separate the two appointments to vote on separately.

The motion was approved by common consent.

R32 was approved, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.

R43

David McGuire, Environmental Advisory Council Appointment

R43 was approved, 6 Yeas and 1 Nay (Phillips).

R33

Randolph Keller, Fire Civil Service Appointment
Fire Chief Robert Scherer said Mr. Keller’s work schedule would not allow him to attend the meeting. He served on the Allentown Fire Department for over 25 years.

R33 was approved, 6 Yeas and 1 Nay (Phillips).

R34

William Harvey, Fred Wolfe, Jeff Erb, Jason Laubach, Frank Frankenfield, William Dorward, Sheet Metal Technician Appointments
Mr. Phillips and Mr. Donovan moved to separate the Mr. Frankenfield from the resolution to vote on separately.

The motion was approved by common consent.

R34 was approved, 6 Yeas and 1 Nay (Phillips).
R44

Frank Frankenfield, Sheet Metal Technician Appointment

R44 was approved, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.

Bill 33

Administration Sponsored: Amending Article 391, City Billing for Emergency Medical Services, to maintain compliance with insurance provider rules, update fees which have not been changed since 2005, add new definitions, and clarify the billing process.

Mr. Howells said this bill was forwarded favorably, 3-0.

Bill 33 was adopted, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.

Bill 34

Administration Sponsored: Amending the 2009 Capital Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of a One Hundred Forty Three Thousand and Forty-Six ($143,046.00) Dollars to provide for the Federal Grant from The Department of Homeland Security Assistance to Fire Fighter’s Grant for the purchase of Fire portable radios.

Mr. Howells said this bill was forwarded favorably, 3-0.

Bill 34 was adopted, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.

Mr. Schweyer and Mr. Guridy moved to suspend the rules to move R27 to this point of the agenda.

The motion was approved by common consent.
R27

Approves the Submission of an Amendment to the City of Allentown’s Consolidated Plan One Year Action Plan to the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development/Application for Grand Funding

Mr. Schweyer said R27 was recommended, 3-0.

R27 was approved, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.

Mr. D’Amore and Mr. Schweyer moved to bring R39 forward to this point in the agenda.

The motion was approved by common consent.

R39

Council Sponsored: Recommends Purchase of  Products and Services that are Made or Performed in the United States of America

R39 was approved, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.

Budget and Finance: Chairperson Donovan

The Committee met on April 22nd, at 7:30 PM; a future meeting is scheduled for May 27th at 6:30 PM; and on May 15th at 2:00 PM we are going to have a discussion on webcasting and making better use of technology to make government more public.
Meetings have been established in different quadrants in the City to take public testimony on budget priorities – currently scheduled meetings are for: August 3rd, at Midway Manor; August 12, at OAPA Office; August 17th, at the Fairview Fire Company; September 8th at West End Youth Center; all meetings starting at 7:00 PM; 
Public Safety: Chairperson Howells
The Committee met this evening; a future meeting has not been scheduled.

Community and Economic Development: Chairperson Schweyer

The Committee has not met since the last Council meeting; a future meeting has not been scheduled. 

Parks and Recreation: Chairperson Phillips

The Committee has not met since the last meeting; a future meeting has not yet been scheduled. 
Public Works: Chairperson Guridy
The Committee met this evening; a future meeting has not been scheduled.

Human Resources, Administration and Appointments: Chairperson Eichenwald
The Committee has forwarded number of appointments to Council for their consideration; a future meeting will be scheduled prior to the next Council meeting on May 20th to review the personnel code. 

Rules, Chambers, Intergovernmental Relations and Strategy:  Chairperson D’Amore

The Committee met on April 22nd and forwarded a rules change on tonight’s agenda and held off on two resolutions on the election of the president of council. 
OTHER COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Ms. Eichenwald said the Human Relations Commission was the recipient of the Lehigh County Bar Association’s Liberty Bell Award in recognition of their fine work.

Mr. Donovan requested the chair of the Human Relations Commission or herself to provide Council with a status report on what the Commission’s been doing or what we can do to help.

Mr. Hoffman said he did not have a report from the Controller’s Office.

9. ORDINANCES FOR FINAL PASSAGE:

Bill 22

Administration Sponsored: Amending the 2009 Capital Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of Nine Thousand ($9,000) Dollars reflecting a receipt from a Pennsylvania Department of Community & Economic Development grant to remove the existing side mounted flashing school warning devices and install overhead flashing school warning devices on Tilghman Street for Muhlenberg Elementary School. 

Mr. Guridy said this bill was forwarded favorably, 3-0.

Bill 22 was adopted, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.

Bill 31

Administration Sponsored: Amending Article 507 (Traffic Control Maps) of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Allentown – changes listed above.
Mr. Guridy said this bill was forwarded favorably, 3-0, with an amendment.

Mr. Guridy and Mr. Donovan moved to amend Bill 31 by not making this a multi-way stop at Chester and South 7th Street.
The amendment was approved by common consent.

Bill 31 was adopted, as amended, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.

Bill 35
Amends the 2009 Capital Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of Five Million Two Hundred Fifty-two Thousand Eight Hundred Forty-six ($5,252,846) Dollars reflecting the funds received from the General Obligation Note for various expenditures including: Fire Apparatus and Radios, EMS Vehicle, Police and Information Technology Infrastructure Development, and Traffic Signalization

Mr. Donovan said this deals with a variety of expenditures with the loan taken out by the City last month. Bill 35 was forwarded with no recommendation and an amendment separating the police station from the bill.

Mr. Donovan said he sits on the Allentown Parking Authority, and there is money in this bill to purchase the Allentown Parking building for a new location for Allentown Police Headquarters. Therefore, he will recuse himself from making any decision made on the Police Station. He believes there may be a procedure where he can vote on the other items included in the bill; if not, he will recuse himself from voting on the entire bill.

Mr. Schweyer said the Solicitor’s Office has ruled he may recuse himself from the part that deals with the Allentown Parking Authority building, but may vote on the rest of the bill.

Mr. Schweyer and Mr. D’Amore moved to allow Mr. Donovan recuse/abstain from that part of the bill due to a conflict of interest by sitting on the board of the Parking Authority. 

The motion was approved by common consent.

Mr. D’Amore said we will vote on everything except the following 2 line items:

001-04-1694-0951-46

Other Contract Services


$   345,000

001-04-1694-0951-74

Real Estate Acquisition


     850,000





Total




$1,195,000

Mr. Donovan said he is in support of all of the other items included in Bill 35.

Mr. Schweyer said the $1.65 million is for street repair. What will that give us in terms of mileage?

Richard Young said it’s separated into materials for purchasing contract services for replacement of the superstructure of the Ott Street Bridge over Cedar Creek and the remainder of it will be for redoing the 88 ramps. Materials is the street portion.

The first line item of Bill 35 was adopted, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.

The next line item of Bill 35 (Allentown Parking Authority building) will be voted on next.

Mr. Philips said he asked for planning and strategy for this building. They had no answers in the committee meeting.

Chief MacLean said they’ve contacted an architect. We have some money appropriated in one of our grants to have an architectural study done. Putting cells in there will probably be the most costly item.

Mr. Phillips asked what is going inside that building besides the patrol unit?

Chief MacLean said the building is laid out nicely for their use now. Some modifications will have to be made. Most of the renovations could be done in house. Each shift supervisor and captain could have their own office. 

Mr. Phillips asked if we can cover all that with $345,000?

Chief MacLean said 4 cells would probably cost around the mid $90,000’s. The architect also is aware of the accreditation standards that must be met.

Mr. Phillips asked what is it going to cost to move wiring and security?

Chief MacLean said he doesn’t have a cost on that, but they already have computer lines in the building. Whatever else needs to be done along those lines will be done in house.

Mr. Philips said he has concerns about outgrowing this building before we get in it.

Chief MacLean said the Parking Authority has already installed gates on the parking deck. As far as outgrowing the building, most of the patrol officers will muster there, do paperwork there, and then they go out on the street.

Mr. Phillips asked why aren’t we considering a long term strategy of building a complex?

Mr. Bennington said we’d all like to do a long term solution, but this is the most effective mid-term solution right now for the next 7 to 10 years.

Mr. Guridy said he had many concerns also, but his concerns have been satisfied that this is the right thing to do.

He will support this bill.

Mr. Schweyer said it is very difficult to find where to go in the Public Safety Building to find the Police. The 10th Street location is ideal. It will be easier to report crimes/issues. He also thinks it would be in our best interest to explore substations on the east and south side of Allentown manned by police or parapolice who are able to take a report and farm it out as quickly as possible. If we can move conflict mediation to this more visible location would be helpful. This is a decision he is very comfortable with.

Ms. Eichenwald said she shares Mr. Phillips’ concerns. She asked Mr. Hoffman how do we guarantee this is the figure without architectural results being firmed up or estimates? How do we guarantee to do this work and it will cost $345,000?

Mr. Hoffman said he can serve a report after the fact of what has occurred. He cannot limit any expenditures on any particular issue. He suggested Council request the Controller do a report sometime in the future.

Chief MacLean said they did not want to spend the money on an architect until purchasing the building. We don’t see a lot of renovations that need to be done.

Mr. Bennington said he can commit to her, as the Managing Director, to provide her with an ongoing tally of the costs involved as we progress along the way, as well as any other Councilpersons. 

Ms. Eichenwald said she believes strongly that this is necessary, so she’ll be voting for it.
Chief MacLean said they hope to defray some of those costs with grant money.

Mr. Howells said he supports them moving into another building. He doesn’t like putting his apples into the same barrel, which is what we have now. He said he doesn’t believe substations really work. He will support this because he thinks that’s all we can do at this point.

Mr. Phillips asked the chief if he could expand on the grants he’s referring to.

Chief MacLean said they’re for a lot of the technology we may need to upgrade the building. Captain Warg has some allocated for work stations.
Mr. Phillips asked if they looked at Homeland Security funds?

Chief MacLean said yes. We’ve applied for everything we can possibly apply for.

Mr. Phillips asked if the Homeland Security money has strings attached where you have to be more regional than local?

Chief MacLean said the Homeland Security money is funneled through PEMA and the Northeast Pennsylvania Emergency Response Group. We get some funding from them for training. With most of our money, we apply for JAG and BURN grants. With the stimulus money, we applied for whatever we could.

Mr. Phillips asked if the stimulus money will allow us to apply it to structures or personnel?

Chief MacLean said the stimulus money would be for personnel. The JAG grants would be for the equipment we need.

Mr. Howells asked if there is a number on the stimulus money?

Captain Warg said $180,000 is the amount for the JAG grant. It’s a regional grant. Tonight South Whitehall is voting on their portion of it and they will finish the application tomorrow. That’s guaranteed money we’re going to get. Included in the grant was some technology. It’s not allowed for bricks and mortar. It’s allowed for computers for the work stations and fiber connectivity that will connect in the building. That’s why they feel the amount of money will be enough.
Mr. Howells asked if the $580,000 is being shared with anyone else?

Captain Warg said there are other townships. Whitehall got $32,000; Emmaus and South Whitehall got an amount. We’re the lead agency applying for the grant. We’re charging them for administering it; then we’ll give the townships their share. That was based on population and other reports. The Department of Justice wanted only one application per county.

Mr. Howells said you’re going to take the $580,000 and put it into this particular project? 

Captain Warg said no. There’s a lot of other things that money is going to including – police technology and equipment and that will come before Council once we get our paperwork in order.

Mr. Howells asked if they’re getting any stimulus money for the Police Academy?

Captain Warg said part and parcel is a study for the range out there. There’s $25,000 going for an architectural study to redo the range and equipment. We need that hard money before we can start soliciting for funds from representatives. We have to tell them we need “x’ amount of dollars.

Mr. Howells said he spent 10 years running that place. It’s just deteriorating.

Captain Warg said we don’t have fiber optics out there, and that’s included in this.

Mr. Phillips said you did all these studies and research. Why can’t Council have that information?

Chief MacLean said nobody went in and looked at all the wires. Captain Warg is the technical and budget guru.

Mr. Phillips said it would have been nice to have an overview.

Chief MacLean said he’s sure he could walk through the building and see for himself.

Mr. Howells asked how long has the Parking Authority been in that building?
Mr. Philips said there used to be police precinct officers in there, and we were removed in later 1995. He thinks later 1995 or 1996.

Donald Bernhard, 621 North Glenwood Street,  said he supports this project. In 1995, the police facilities were overcrowded, antiquated. This is a highly logical and efficient use of a building that is already owned by a public entity and already off the tax rolls. It seems reasonably suited to meet your mid-term needs. It’s logical to extend a public safety presence to the heart of the downtown. That’s a definite plus.
Mike Reever, District Executive, PennDOT, said they moved into the facility across the street from the parking Authority building about 2 years ago. We’ve seen vandalism and gun fire at our building. A police presence would make him and the rest of the employees feel more secure.
Dennis Kobel, District Director for AAA, said the police presence on 10th Street will be greatly appreciated by their organization. They run a 7/24, 365 a day operation. They, too, have experienced the vandalism and gun shots at their property. The Parking Authority being right there helps. AAA supports this move.

Richard C. Lobach, Jr., General Manager, Holiday Inn, 904 Hamilton Street, said if you look on Travelocity or another travel agency to see what is said about our downtown area they say the neighborhood is very dangerous. He knows it won’t correct all of the problems, but it’s going to add the perception of safety and possibly remove some of the crime from center city.

Peg Fegley, Allentown Brew Works, said it is very important to have the presence of the police in downtown Allentown. When she heard the opportunity for this came up, she was very pleased. Their building and truck has recently been vandalized. She thinks the customers have the perception of the danger of downtown Allentown.

Paulette Hunter asked if anyone can access the building to report crimes?

Mr. D’Amore said that will be a public presence of the Allentown Police Department.

Marvin Wheeler, 1610 West Chew Street, said they’ve had several burglaries in his area. The police presence will be welcomed.
The amendment to Bill 35 to remove the following items from Bill 35, was approved, 6 Yeas, 0 Nays, 1 Recusal (Donovan).

001-04-1694-0951-46

Other Contract Services


$   345,000

001-04-1694-0951-74

Real Estate Acquisition


     850,000





Total




$1,195,000

Mr. D’Amore said the following is an amendment crafted by Bill Hoffman, City Controller. It is designed for good, sound fiscal governance.

Mr. D’Amore and Mr. Phillips moved to amend Bill 35 by adding the following:  SECTION FIVE: That City Council requests that the Controller provide an audit of the expenditure of the loan proceeds within one year to review whether all proceeds were expended, what they were expended for, and if necessary a final audit of the expenditure.

The amendment to Bill 35 was approved by common consent.

Bill 35 was adopted, as amended, 6 Yeas, 0 Nays, 1 Recusal (Donovan).
Mr. Donovan said he’d like the public to know he recused himself from the Allentown Parking Authority from this vote because of his position of being in the middle. He also has not been in attendance at any time in which a discussion occurred when other bidders may have been interested in the property.

10. ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION: 
Bill 38

Administration Sponsored: Amending the 2009 General Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of Five Thousand ($5,000.00) Dollars as a result of a grant from the Eastern Pennsylvania EMS (Emergency Medical Services) Council to the City of Allentown Paramedics for equipment to enhance the readiness of our bureau’s participation in the Regional Disaster Emergency Medical Services ‘Strike Team’.

Bill 38 was referred to Public Safety

Bill 39

Administration Sponsored: Amending the 2009 General Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of Thirteen Thousand Five Hundred Forty-Six Dollars and Sixteen Cents ($13, 546.16) from the PA Department of Health (PADOH) and the National Association of City and County Health Officers (NACCHO) to various accounts in the Public Health Emergency Preparedness Program of the Health Bureau, Department of Community and Economic Development to increase the capacity of the Health Bureau to respond to a public health emergency and to catalyze community-wide preparedness efforts through the coordination and effective training of the volunteer medical reserve corps.

Bill 39 was referred to CEDC.

Bill 40

Administration Sponsored: Amending the 2009 Capital Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of One Hundred Forty-Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Twenty-Nine ($149,929) Dollars from the Department of Justice grant, numbers 2006-DJ-BX-0528 and 2007DJ-BX-0197, to the Public Safety/Com-Center Building Access Control and Surveillance capital program of the Police Department to provide for access control for the Police Station and 911 Center along with server based security cameras for  cellblocks and all access points. Computers and related equipment are also included in funding
Bill 40 was referred to Public Safety.

Bill 41

Amending the Zoning Map and Zoning Code, Article 1301-1331, of the Codified Ordinances of the 

City of Allentown by rezoning approximately 4.441 acres at 347 West Gordon Street from I-2 to B/L-I.

Bill 41 was referred to CEDC, Allentown City and Lehigh Valley Planning Commissions.

11. CONSENT AGENDA: None
Mr. Phillips left the meeting.

12. RESOLUTIONS ON SECOND READING: 
R26

Council Sponsored: Amends Council rules to account for the Administration being able to introduce legislation pursuant to the Charter, to streamline the appointment process and to add a provision about posting the agenda on the city website

Mr. D’Amore said the committee recommended this favorably with an amendment.
Mr. Donovan and Mr. Schweyer moved to amend R26 by placing Appointments after Reports and before Ordinances for Final Passage. 

The amendment to R26 was approved by common consent.

R26 was approved, as amended, 6 Yeas and 0 Nays.

R77

Administration Sponsored: Approving the Capital Plan

Mr. Donovan said we held off in the prior year because of not knowing the potential outcome of a loan. We need to add the items of Bill 35 as part of the capital plan.

Mr. Bennington said you’re going to amend the capital plan to add every line item that was approved as part of the loan package of the capital plan – radios, fire trucks.
Mr. Donovan and Mr. Guridy moved to amend R77 by adding the capital plan to include those items that were reflected in the projects identified.
The amendment was approved by common consent.

R77 was approved, 5 Yeas, 0 Nays, and 1 Recusal (Donovan).

13. RESOLUTIONS ON FIRST READING: 

R35

Administration Sponsored: Requests Traffic Signals at Hanover Avenue and New England Avenue/N. Ellsworth Street

R35 was referred to Public Works

R36

Administration Sponsored: Approves the Submission of a PENNVEST Green Project Reserve: Anaerobic Digester Cover Replacement Project Grant

R36 was referred to Public Works.

R37

Administration Sponsored: Requests Traffic Signals at New England Avenue and North Dauphin Street/Agere Driveway

R37 was referred to Public Works.

R38

Administration Sponsored: Redevelopment Assistance Capital Grant Funding for the Renovation and Expansion of Lehigh Valley Hospital Health Network at 17th and Chew Streets

Mr. Schweyer said he received an email from Lauren Giguere, Deputy Director of CEDC, about needing this to be done right away.
Mr. Bennington in 2 weeks will be fine.

R38 was referred to CEDC.

14.  NEW BUSINESS 

15.  GOOD AND WELFARE

16.  ADJOURN
The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 PM.
Michael P. Hanlon

City Clerk 
PAGE  
1

