COUNCIL MINUTSE
April 15, 2009 - COUNCIL CHAMBERS

CEDC 6:30 PM

Discussion Item:


Testimony on Veterans Health Issues 
COUNCIL MEETING - 7:30 PM

1. Invocation: Julio A. Guridy
2. Pledge to the Flag

3. Roll Call

Mr. Donovan, Mr. Guridy, Mr. Howells, Mr. Phillips, Mr. Schweyer, Mr. D’Amore


Ms. Eichenwald was absent.

4. Courtesy of the Floor

5. Approval of Minutes: None
6. Old Business

7. Communications

8. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES:

Budget and Finance: Chairperson Donovan
The Committee has not met since the last Council meeting; the next meeting is scheduled for April 22nd at 7:30 PM; in addition meetings have been established in different quadrants in the City to take public testimony on budget priorities – currently scheduled meetings are for: August 3, at Midway Manor; August 12, at OAPA Office; August 17, at the Fairview Fire Company; September 8th at West End Youth Center; all meetings starting at 7:00 PM
Public Safety: Chairperson Howells
The Committee has not met since the last Council meeting; a future meeting has not been scheduled.

Community and Economic Development: Chairperson Schweyer
The Committee met this evening; a future meeting has not been scheduled. 

Parks and Recreation: Chairperson Phillips
The Committee has not met since the last meeting; a future meeting has not yet been scheduled. 
Public Works: Chairperson Guridy
The Committee has not met since the last Council meeting; a future meeting has not been scheduled.
Human Resources, Administration and Appointments: Chairperson Eichenwald
The Committee has not met since the last Council meeting but has forwarded number of appointments to Council for their consideration and will be placed on the next agenda; a future meeting has not been 
scheduled. 
Rules, Chambers, Intergovernmental Relations and Strategy:  Chairperson D’Amore
The Committee has not met since the last Council meeting; a meeting is scheduled for April 22 at 6:30 PM.
OTHER COMMITTEE REPORTS

CONTROLLER’S REPORT 
These are listed here on your agenda if you want to give a report:


Blighted Property Review Board: Councilperson Schweyer

AEDC
- Councilperson Donovan 

Arts Commission – Councilperson Donovan



Human Relations: Councilperson Eichenwald


Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Report – Council President D’Amore


Weed and Seed – Councilperson Donovan


Urban Observatory – Councilperson Phillips
9. ORDINANCES FOR FINAL PASSAGE:

B26VERIZON.DOC





CEDC, Recommended Favorably, 3-0
Bill 26
Administration Sponsored: Approves Cable Franchise Verizon Franchise Agreement
The committee recommended this favorably, with amendments, 3-0.

Committee Report: Dan Reavy, Director of External Affairs, Verizon was at the committee meeting and reviewed the agreement. This is a 10 year non-exclusive agreement. It was noted the franchise fees parallel the other franchises in the City at 5% of the annual gross revenue with payments made on a quarterly basis – maximum allowed by federal law. Verizon plans to work with the city on the aesthetics of installing the network.

There are two minor amendments that have been forwarded to Council from the Solicitor’s Office that need to be made on  Bill 26-2009:

1. In Paragraph 2.3 (Term), the effective date should be April 25, 2009  after the enactment of the Ordinance to be consistent with the RCN and Service Electric contracts. As it is now, the effective date is left blank. 
2. In Paragraph 7.1 (Franchise Fees), the following language should be added to the end of the second sentence: “… to the extent permitted by law, within sixty (60) days of receiving written notice from LFA requesting such increase or decrease.” 
B23WEEDSEEDQUALITYLIFE.DOC


 

 CEDC, Recommended Favorably, 3-0
Bill 23
Administration Sponsored: Amending the 2009 General Fund to provide for a supplemental appropriation of Twenty Thousand ($20,000) Dollars; to provide for the grant from the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency to the City of Allentown for Weed and Seed Quality of Life.
The committee recommended this favorably, 3-0.

Committee Report: PCCD money is first payment of $51,000 for community relations workshops, after school programs and salaries. 

B24DCR FEES.DOC





CEDC, Recommended Favorably, 3-0
Bill 24
Administration Sponsored: Amending Article 395, Community and Economic Development Fees, by establishing an application fee of $25 for the Disruptive Conduct Board of Appeals.
The committee recommended this favorably, 3-0.

Committee Report: This is to act as a deterrent to some people filing an appeal and not showing up – the appeal generally includes getting police officers to show, follow-up by Nick, etc. Oftentimes people file an appeal and don’t show up. 
B25WS MICROENTERPRISE.DOC




CEDC, Recommended Favorably, 3-0
Bill 25
Administration Sponsored: Amending the 2009 General Fund to provide for a supplemental appropriation of Five Thousand ($5,000) Dollars to provide for the grant from the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency to the City of Allentown for Weed and Seed Micro Enterprise Grant.
The committee recommended this favorably, 3-0.

This is 5,000 of a 50,000 Grant for a microenterprise program that has resulted in 50 businesses hiring over 70 people.
Committee Report:

The committee recommended all the bills and resolutions with the exception of Bill 28 favorably. The allocation remained the same although program funds are down due to the change of deferred loans to self-forgiving loans – the total pot is 4.8 m (last year was 5.3) to spend; 5.8 m. was requested.- had to cut 1 million. The big jumps were in program delivery for Building Standards and Safety, Administration, and increased funding for curb cuts. AEDC is down a bit because they can spend down some of last years funds. It was noted the Library and Rescue Mission were not subject to scoring – there was concern raised about the $40,000 allocated to the Mission with no score while at the same time other agencies with high scores were cut back – D’Amore noted 15 agencies were cut.  This was the reason Bill 28 was forwarded with no recommendation.
There was a $5,500 change in the math in this document compared to the one that was reviewed at the CEDC meeting.

B27CDBGREPROGRAM.DOC





CEDC, Recommended Favorably, 3-0
Bill 27
Administration Sponsored: Amending the Consolidated Plan One Year Action Plan for the Twenty-fifth, Twenty-sixth, Twenty-seventh, Twenty-eighth, Twenty-ninth, Thirtieth, Thirty-first, Thirty-second, Thirty-third and Thirty-fourth years of the Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG), which re-programs Seven Hundred Thirty-four Thousand Sixty-five ($734,065) Dollars of Unexpended Funds.

The committee recommended this favorably, 3-0.

B28CDBGREPROGRAM2.DOC



CEDC, Forwarded with no recommendation, 3-0
Amendment: D'AMORE CDBG AMENDMENT.DOC
Bill 28
Administration Sponsored An Ordinance providing for the expenditure of certain monies received by the City of Allentown under Title I of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, as amended; Subtitle B of Title IV of the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act of 1987, as amended; and Title II of the National Affordable Housing Act of 1990, as amended; for the purpose of undertaking programs of housing and community development within the City: Four Million Eight Hundred Fifty-two Thousand Nine Hundred Forty-four ($4,852,944) Dollars in Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG), HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME), and Emergency Shelter Grants Program (ESG) funds for the July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010 grant year, for housing and community development programs pursuant to the approved Consolidated Plan, appropriate Federal Law and United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) regulations.
The committee forwarded this with no recommendation, 3-0.
B29CDBGRENTALREHAB.DOC





CEDC, Recommended Favorably, 3-0
Bill 29
Administration Sponsored: An Ordinance providing for the expenditure of certain monies received by the City of Allentown from the repayment of loans made through the Rental Rehabilitation Program.

The committee recommended this favorably, 3-0.

B32SHEET METAL FEES.DOC




CEDC, Recommended Favorably, 3-0
Bill 32
Administration Sponsored: Amending Business Regulation and Taxation Code, Title Nine, Fees, to include Article 395.12, Sheet Metal Technician Fees
The committee recommended this favorably, 3-0.

This is a two year license and the fees reflect the same fees the City charges for electrical and plumbing licenses. This will need five votes.
10. ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION: 
B33 EMS FEES 2009.DOC





Refer to Public Safety
Bill 33

Administration Sponsored: Amending Article 391, City Billing for Emergency Medical Services, to maintain compliance with insurance provider rules, update fees which have not been changed since 2005, add new definitions, and clarify the billing process.

Bill 33 was referred to Public Safety.

B34 FIRE RADIOS.DOC





Refer to Public Safety
Bill 34
Administration Sponsored: Amending the 2009 Capital Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of a One Hundred Forty Three Thousand and Forty-Six ($143,046.00) Dollars to provide for the Federal Grant from The Department of Homeland Security Assistance to Fire Fighter’s Grant for the purchase of Fire portable radios.

Bill 34 was referred to Public Safety.

B35 LOAN APPROPRIATION.DOC




Refer to Budget and Finance
Bill 35
Administration Sponsored: Amends the 2009 Capital Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of Five Million Two Hundred Fifty-two Thousand Eight Hundred Forty-six ($5,252,846) Dollars reflecting the funds received from the General Obligation Note for various expenditures including: Fire Apparatus and Radios, EMS Vehicle, Police and Information Technology Infrastructure Development, and Traffic Signalization
Bill 35 was referred to Budget and Finance.

B36QUALIFIEDCONTRACTOR.DOC




Refer to CEDC
Bill 36
Establishes and defines Responsible Contractor
Bill 36 was referred to CEDC.

11. CONSENT AGENDA:

CA1APPROVALS.DOC

CA1 was approved, 6 Yeas and 0 Nays.

12. RESOLUTIONS ON SECOND READING: 
R23CDBG ACTION-PLAN.DOC




CEDC, Recommended Favorably, 3-0
R23

Administration Sponsored: Approves the submission to the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development of the Action Plan for the period July 1, 2009 to June 30, 2010.

R23 was recommended favorably, 3-0.

13. RESOLUTIONS ON FIRST READING: 

R26RULESAPPTSFINAL.DOC
Refer to Rules, Chambers, Intergovernmental Relations and Strategy
R26
Council Sponsored: Amends Council rules to account for the Administration being able to introduce legislation pursuant to the Charter, to streamline the appointment process by adding appointments as an agenda item; and to add a provision about posting the agenda on the city website

R26 was referred to Rules, Chambers, Intergovernmental Relations and Strategy.

R27HOMELESSNESS.DOC






Refer to CEDC
R27
Approves the Submission of an Amendment to the City of Allentown’s Consolidated Plan One Year Action Plan to the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development
R27 was referred to CEDC.

R28DENIAL8THST.DOC






Refer to CEDC

HARBDENIAL.PDF
R28
HARB Denial: 436 North 8th Street
R28 was referred to CEDC.

14.  NEW BUSINESS 

15.  GOOD AND WELFARE
16.  ADJOURN

The meeting was adjourned at 10:10 PM.

Michael P. Hanlon

City Clerk
