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SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
119 EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
PHONE: 610.939.7601 FAX: 610.239.7606
VAR SIMONECOLLINS. COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

Project:  Recreation, Open Space, & :ilrsj_ed SC# 22028.00
Parks Plan (CROSP) "
~ Bucky Boyle Park & Meeting  \ ovember 13, 2094
Location: Date/ ¢
Microsoft Teams (Virtual) Time- 6:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Re: Public Meeting #1 'DSZ?: December 3, 2024

ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SO):

William Collins (WC), RLA, Principal

Pankaj Jobanputra (PJ), A/CP

Robert Gladfelter (RG), RLA, ASLA, Project LA, Natural Resources Analyst

Certified Parks & Recreation Professionals
Derek Dureka (DD) (virtual), CPRP
Kathleen Muller (KM), CPRP

Attendees:

Matt Tuerk, Honorable Mayor of Allentown

City of Allentown Parks & Recreation Department (PRD)
Mandy Tolino (MT), Director of Parks and Recreation

Lucinda Wright (LW), Deputy Director of Parks and Recreation
Bryne Heffner-Bair, Program Coordinator for Capital Projects
Chris Hendricks (CH), Recreation Manaser

Priscilla Reyes (PR), Special Events Manasger



NOTES:

1.

Simone Collins Landscape Architecture (SC) gave a presentation that introduced
the consultant team and the project scope of work. The SC team also reviewed
existing data, took attendees through a photo-tour of the team’s initial site visit
with Parks and Rec personnel, and explained the proposed online survey and
next steps for the plan.

SC then opened the meeting comments and discussion.

3. A participant questioned how many times the community should solve

problems.

a. The participant noted that the Parks and Recreation Department (PRD)
should ask the community before removing things from parks.

A participant questioned if rezoning will accompany this plan?

a. A participant noted that the plan should consider evaluation of open
space and fee-in-lieu development requirements.

A participant brought attention to the 2006 Parks and Recreation Master Plan.

a. The participant stated that the equitable rehabilitation of 5™ Street Park is
still important.

A participant brought attention to access to soccer fields.

a. The participant stated that there are no full-size soccer fields on the east
side after one was removed.

b. A participant noted that soccer is becoming the number one sport for
youth and seconded that access to fields is a problem.

Cc. MT noted that a mini-pitch is being built at Jordan Park.
A participant brought attention to Keck Park.

a. The participant stated the fence around the baseball field has
deteriorated, the restroom is not accessible, and the park is not always
safe.

b. A participant noted that the fallow field at Keck Park could be used for
soccer.

c. LW stated that the PRD will work with the community to identify how Keck
Park can be improved.

d. WC stated that three parks will be master planned as part of the
comprehensive planning process, but that all parks will be looked at.



e. The three parks identified for “master planning are: Fountain, Roosevelt,
and Bucky Boyle

8. A participant brought attention to safety at Bucky Boyle Park.

a. The participant stated that their dog has been attacked and no one picks
up dog feces. The participant also stated they have nearly been hit on
Riverside Drive by people flying through the stop sign.

b. A participant stated that the stop sign from Liberty is not positioned
properly.

C. A participant stated that are no lights in the park and there is a lack of
enforcement at Bucky Boyle Park. The participant feels there should be
more police officers in parks.

d. MT noted that PRD is far from having park police, but that park rangers,
who can enforce minor rules, have been budsgeted for.

e. A participant stated that rangers will not deter crime as police would.
f. LW noted that PRD hears the need for increased safety and enforcement.

3. A participant stated that school resource officers could work with the
rangers.

9. A participant stated that a lot of issues coming up are related to access to
resources.

a. The participant stated that the City could require a recreation fee from
developers.

b. A participant stated that the City is seeing a lot of redevelopment now
that will be taxable in 10 years and provide additional funds.

10. A participant brought up concern about access to recreation for seniors.

a. A participant stated that there is little attention to recreation for
adults/seniors.

b. WC noted that improving trail systems comes to mind when providing
recreation access for seniors.

C. A participant stated that passive recreation, such as walking trails, is a
good opportunity for seniors and makes parks feel safer.

11.A participant spoke about the potential at Roosevelt Park.

a. The participant noted that there is a dilapidated building at Roosevelt that
could be made useful. Once one park is improved, that will increase
interest in improving other parks.

b. MT noted that a pavilion is being installed at Roosevelt Park.

c. WC noted that the consultants are looking to find improvements that can
be implemented right away and reminded participants of the online



survey. The survey provides information that the city uses to prioritize
improvements.

12. A participant questioned how to develop passive recreation opportunities
downtown.

a. The participant stated that new development is creating private recreation
opportunities.

13. A participant brought up demographic changes in the city.

a. The participant stated that PRD should look into changes in the age of
residents in various parts of the city and stated that two parks on the
south side are no longer used because of a lack of children in the area.

14. A participant who is a member of the Lehigh Valley Disc Golf Club brought
attention to the disc golf course on the Little Lehigh Parkway.

a. The participant stated that maintenance is an issue. When it is wet, the
course cannot be mowed.

b. The participant stated that nine other courses exist within 20 minutes
which are run by volunteers, and that collaboration is not possible in
Allentown due to union rules.

c. WC noted that flooding affects the course and questioned whether a disc
golf course belongs in a floodplain.

d. A participant questioned what action can be taken if recreation
development cannot be built in floodplains.

e. WC responded that we do not have answers yet.

f. A participant stated that the community wants to take action and start
applying for grants.

15. A participant brought up Valania Park.

a. The participant stated that Valania Park is one of the safest parks and now
has lights and no more gang activity.

b. A participant noted that the community sometimes has to take action and
“rule over” a park. No one shows up if they do not feel safe.

c. A participant noted that Valania Park is a great model for parks in the city
and that they would like to see more bathrooms in parks.

16. A participant questioned if there are plans for any indoor facilities.
a. MT stated that PRD is interested in indoor facilities.

b. A participant questioned if abandoned buildings could be repurposed
for indoor facilities.

17. A participant questioned if PRD has had tables at events seeking out volunteers.



a. The participant stated that they feel many parents would be willing to
help.

b. A participant stated that if PRD set up a method to apply for volunteers,
hundreds of volunteers could be found.

18. A representative from the Environmental Advisory Council (EAC) stated that EAC
sees parks as the City’s natural spaces and would like to make sure they are
stewarded ecologically.

a. A participant stated that parks have been developed around waterways
in the City.

b. A participant questioned how to naturalize areas in the City, such as
forests for foraging and stated that food security is a significant issue.

c. The participant stated that they hope the community backs up PRD on
fresh ideas.

d. KM stated that interviews have been conducted with staff and that if ideas
don’t come from the community, they will not be implemented. She
noted that the consultant team will engage with seniors and youth as part
of the plan development process and that if there are actions that can be
taken to provide a model for future activities, such as with volunteer
recruitment, that will be beneficial.

19. A participant brought attention to a bike lane on MLK that would connect parts
of the city and stated that kids would learn about ecosystems and advocate for
the Parkway.

a. A participant noted that there is not a lot of equitable access from the
center of the city to trails, to reach the city’s “emerald necklace.”

b. A participant questioned if there were any negotiations with railroad
companies for rights-of-way.

c. MT noted that PRD is working on MLK Phase 1 to connect to Cedar Park
and the Lehigh Parkway. She noted that it is owned by the City.

d. WC noted that safe walking and biking connections through the existing
streets are an important part of connecting “trails.”

20. A participant brought attention to rowing and requested more community
access to rowing.

a. The participant stated that it is good to work on access to waterways for
urban youth.

21. A participant brought up the idea of All Recreation Day, with venues for karate,
gymnastics, biking, martial arts. The day would include the whole community.

a. LW noted that the PRD Monday Funday is a similar pop-up event and that
PRD is open to other new ideas.




29. A participant from the Blue Zones Project stated that the organization is

invested in improving health in the community and will be hosting an event soon.

23. A participant stated that she goes to many parks in the city, but not Stevens Park

which she lives close to.

24, Mayor Tuerk stated that the City has received funding from various sources and

commended MT — whose previous job was manasing trails on the D&L Canal.
(City has received funding from the Bloomberg Harvard Youth Climate Action
Fund, as well as the United States Forest Service to conduct a tree inventory and
to prepare an Urban Forestry Master Plan and the PA Department of Community
and Economic Development for the MLK Trail.)

25.Mayor Tuerk explained the recently-created “Parknership” as the latest partner to

the City to assist with future park improvements.

26.Attendees were thanked for participating and asked to pass on the survey

information to friends, family and social networks — to increase responses.

ONLINE NOTES:

1.

BHB welcomed online participants to the meeting, shared links to the online
public survey and mailing list signup, and invited participants to share questions
and comments in the online chat.

A participant questioned if future public meeting locations would be accessible.

a. BHB stated that she believes all future public meeting locations are
accessible.

A participant questioned if there are plans for a soccer/football practice area at
Jordan Meadows Park at the location of the current roller rink.

a. BHB stated that a “mini-pitch” system for soccer is planned for that
location.

A participant brought attention to the importance of considering accessibility
during planning process.

a. The participant noted that accessible parking at parks is also important to
consider.

A participant asked if additional adult programs will be considered during the
planning process.

A participant noted that they would like to see more native and edible plantings
in Allentown parks.

a. The participant mentioned that edible plantings could connect park
visitors to food systems and potentially improve community health.

b. The participant also noted that converting turf grass to native plantings
would improve the ecological function of parks, reduce and clean runoff,
and reduce maintenance costs.



c. Another participant noted that the Lehigh River was recently named one
of the country's most endangered rivers and agreed with the need to
include more native plantings at Allentown parks.

7. A participant brought attention to the need for public restrooms at Allentown
parks.

a. Another participant agreed that restrooms are needed and added that
the restrooms should be accessible.

8. A participant brought attention to the new Jordan Creek Greenway (JCG).

a. The participant noted that the JCG is beautiful but that the intersection
with Tilghman Street is not designed well for pedestrians. Pedestrian
access involves walking out of the way and is inconvenient.

b. The participant also noted that the intersection with American Parkway
feels unsafe for pedestrians.

9. A participant brought attention to Bucky Boyle Park.

a. The participant asked if developer Urban Residential Properties has met
previous promises of community support.

b. The participant also asked if John Palumbo, COO of Urban Residential
Properties, is on the board of The Parknership.

c. The participant noted that river access at Bucky Boyle Park has been taken
over by the Lehigh University crew team and that river access needs to be
made public.

10.A participant asked if there was potential for a state park in Lehigh
County/Allentown.

a. The participant noted that the Department of Conservation and Natural
Resources (DCNR) is a good resource.

11.A participant brought attention to the language used in meetings regarding the
Allentown Parks and Recreation Department.

a. The participant noted that the budget was introduced at city council as “a
little budget” and that the attitude about the importance of parks that that
reflects is apparent in Allentown’s parks.

12.A participant noted that there are a lot of planning efforts taking place in
Allentown at this time which has created a significant amount of “planning
exhaustion.”

13.A participant brought attention to efforts to create a “Friends of the Jordan
Creek” and invited participants to join.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript.
Unless written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within
ten days of issue, the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the
official project record.



Sincerely,
SIMONE COLLINS, INC.
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Toby Levin, RLA



SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
119 EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
PHONE: 610.939.7601 FAX: 610.239.7606
VAR SIMONECOLLINS. COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

Project

Project: Recreation, Open Space, & Nt;)OJ.eC SC# 22028.00

Parks Plan (CROSP) .
Location: East Side Youth Center and gﬂaizyng January 8, 2025
" Microsoft Teams (Virtual) Time: 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Re: Public Meeting #2 Issue January 21, 2025

Date:
ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):

William Collins, RLA, Principal
Pankaj Jobanputra, AICP

Rob Gladfelter, RLA, ASLA, Project LA
Toby Levin, RLA, ASLA, Project LA

Certified Parks & Recreation Professionals
Derek Dureka, CPRP
Kathleen Muller, CPRP

Attendees:
City of Allentown Parks & Recreation Department (PRD)
Mandy Tolino, Director of Parks and Recreation

Bryne Heffner-Bair (BHB), Program Coordinator (virtual)

Laura Ballek-Cole, Manager of Civic Innovation, City of Allentown

Ella Soto, Translator, Casa Guadalupe



NOTES:

1. Simone Collins Landscape Architecture (SC) gave a presentation that reviewed
feedback from previous public engagement efforts, the project schedule,
preliminary public survey results, national benchmarking, and park service gaps.

2. The meeting then shifted to six breakout groups. In person breakout groups
were organized around four broad neighborhoods (East, West, South, and
Center), as well as a breakout group dedicated to recreational programming. In-
person meeting participants were invited to start in the breakout group for the
neighborhood where they live or recreate in most frequently. Participants were
invited to rotate to a different breakout group every 15 minutes but could also
remain in the same group. The final breakout group was online.

3. lIdeas from the East breakout group.

a. Requested improvements include:

i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
V.

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Improved access and maps showing where to park.
Improved lighting, not just in parks, but across the city.
Restrooms that are open and well-stocked.

Improved water access.

Trails with measured distances.

Promote biodiversity along the canal using native trees and
grasses to fill holes in the canopy and remove invasive species.

Small improvements to enhance the character of parks, ensure
parks appear well-maintained and cared for.

Increased programming to improve safety within the parks.
Better marketing of recreational programs.

Keck Park could be better connected, but is well-used by the
neighborhood.

b. Andre Reed Park was specifically identified as needing improvements.
Participants noted that Irving Pool has been better cared for than the

park

i
ii.
iii.
iv.

V.

. Requested improvements include:

Picnic areas, both pavilions and less formal areas
Sitting areas

Need to define as a park/not school district
Tennis court/pickleball

Additional trees to beautify and shade picnic areas



vi. Improvements that provide multi-generational opportunities that
would keep the park busy throughout the day.

c. Canal Park was also identified as needing improvements. These include:

i. Gateway signage and directional signage to existing designated
parking.

ii. Improved water access, as it is already used to access the Lehigh
River.

iii. Improvements to make it feel more like a park and less like an
open space. Participants recommended that the consultants visit
Canal Park.

d. The D&L Trail would benefit from safety upgrades, increased policing,
improved lighting and signage.

e. Participants identified the following obstacles to reaching parks:

i. Streets are high volume and high speed, feel unsafe for
pedestrians.

ii. Bridges are not good for pedestrians or bicyclists.
iii. Parks feel unsafe and unregulated, lacking police presence.

iv. Tent cities on the south side of the Lehigh River make parks feel
unsafe.

v. Access to the D&L Trail was identified as unsafe and too narrow.

vi. Other barriers were identified near Andre Reed Park, trail access
to Kimmet’s Lock, Tilghman St. Bridge, Hamilton St. Bridge, and
near Canal Park and the D&L Trail.

f. Participants recommended talking to the Midway Manor Community
Association.

g. Participants noted that there are opportunities to engage neighborhood
associations for volunteer events and funding assistance. The D&L Trail
volunteer programs (Trail Patrol and Adopt-a-section of the trail) could
be expanded to other parks and greenways.

h. Participants also noted that the focus of park improvements seems to be
Center City.

i. Participants reported that Boy Scouts use the Lehigh River east of Canal
Park for canoeing.

j. Areas for new crosswalk/pedestrian safety improvements were identified
near Andre Reed Park, crossing Hanover Ave. via Irving St., and on
Hanover Ave. which was identified as high speed.



4.

k. Important destinations for the community were identified at Canal Park,
the D&L Trail, and Keck Park.

Ideas from the West breakout group.
a. Requested improvements include:
i. Interpretive information and benches at Trexler Park.
ii. Access to Cedar Creek in the Rose Gardens area.
iii. Public restrooms.

iv. Participants would like to see carbon sinks/nature preservation
areas for resiliency, playing fields and facilities for local teams
such as youth football, soccer, lacrosse, and field hockey added to
parks.

v. New trails to connect greenways and other points of interest.

vi. Improved pedestrian access to Cedar Beach Park, including
additional crossings on Hamilton Ave.

vii. Permitting cross country skiing on the golf course in winter.
b. Participants identified the following obstacles to reaching parks:

i. A connection is missing between the Jordan Creek Parkway and
downtown.

ii. The intersection of Hamilton St. and S 24t St. feels unsafe for
pedestrians.

iii. The intersection of Broadway/Parkway Blvd. and Cedar Crest Blvd.
is unsafe for pedestrians and does not have sidewalk connections.

iv. In general, heavy traffic makes accessing parks on foot and by
bicycle feel unsafe.

c. Participants recommended talking to active recreation groups from
outside the city, such as bike clubs who may visit, running clubs, and
recreational/club teams/organizations; Joseph Gackenbach, the former
superintendent of parks; and Scott at CAT (NGO).

d. Participants emphasized the need to extoll the virtues of Allentown’s
parks and were happy to see some repairs at Union Terrace Park.

e. Areas for new crosswalk/pedestrian safety improvements were identified
along the Little Lehigh Parkway, the connection between the Little Lehigh
Parkway and the Cedar Creek Trail, Parkway Blvd., Glenwood St. and
Hamilton St., and the intersection of Broadway/Parkway Blvd and Cedar
Crest Blvd.



f. Important destinations for the community were identified at Cedar Beach
Pool and Trexler Park.

5. Ideas from the South breakout group.

a. Requested improvements include:

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Xi.

Xii.

Xiii.

Xiv.

XV.

XVi.

A walkable map in Roosevelt Park.

Improved lighting at Percy Ruhe Park (where visitors use car lights
for football practice) and throughout the park system.

Improved security at South Mountain Park.
Improved maintenance at all pavilions.

A waterpark on the south side.

Old growth trees to provide character.

Projects that appeal to older adults and provide opportunities for
intergenerational activities so that parks can appeal to the whole
community.

Additional activities like Monday Funday and the circus at Percy
Ruhe Park.

AARP walking groups, and other programming for seniors.
Participants noted that park improvements should be accessible
for seniors.

Art in the Park.
Mack Pool was specifically mentioned as in need of renovations.

New trails were requested at South Mountain Reservoir and Mack
Pool.

Participants would like to see exercise equipment, playgrounds,
benches, chill areas with shade, and natural space protections
added to parks.

A recreation center at the former Cleveland Elementary School,
now owned by Community Action Lehigh Valley.

Additional signage for bike lanes.

Connections from the Lehigh Parkway to St. Luke’s Hospital.

b. Participants identified the following obstacles to reaching parks:

Lack of transit, particularly buses, to pools.

Dangerous intersections need to be addressed and may provide
opportunities to build community.



iii. Additional barriers to pedestrian/bicycle access were identified at
the south end of Trout Creek Park and southeast of South
Mountain Park.

c. Participants recommended finding ways to encourage people with
disabilities to come to events.

d. Participants reported that trash dumping and ATVs cause major issues at
South Mountain Reservoir.

e. Participants noted that there are opportunities to connect with the
community by forming “Adopt-a-park” of “Friends of” organizations.
These groups could be led by residents who already have the respect of
neighbors.

f. Participants recommended formalizing arrangements with the Allentown
School District to establish standard expectations for everyone.

g. Important destinations for the community were identified at South
Mountain Park and Percy Ruhe Park, which attracts people from
throughout the city.

h. Trash, ATVs and lighting were identified as major problems, particularly
at Percy Ruhe Park where visitors use car lights for football practice.

6. Ideas from the Center breakout group.
a. Requested improvements include:
i. A pool at Fountain Park.
ii. Swings at Old Fairgrounds Park.

iii. Participants identified needs for more farmers markets, vending,
public bathrooms, places to dispose of needles, and Narcan.

iv. Community Gardens at the Building 21 parking lot, which is
located near affordable housing and the MLK Jr. Trail.

v. Guides to improve knowledge of park locations.

vi. Areas for park and recreation improvements were identified at Old
Fairgrounds Playground/5th Street Spray Park, Bucky Boyle Farmers
Market, Jordan Park, Fountain Park, and the confluence of Jordan
and Little Lehigh Creeks.

vii. Other requested improvements include updated water refill
stations/fountains, community gardens with native plants, carbon
sinks, and natural areas.

b. Participants identified the following obstacles to reaching parks:

i. Safety at intersections.



ii. Jordan Creek Greenway ends but doesn’t connect to downtown.

iii. Barriers to pedestrian/bicycle access were identified near the
northwest corner of West Park, near the confluence of Jordan and
Little Lehigh Creeks, Tilghman Street Bridge and Hamilton Street
Bridge, the intersection of Hamilton Street and Riverside Drive,
and traffic along MLK Jr. Drive.

iv. Participants identified connectivity to urban areas and parking as
obstacles to getting to parks and specified that connectivity is an
environmental justice issue.

c. Participants identified parking and access to water vs water quality and
damage to the ecosystem as major issues at parks.

d. Participants expressed concern about the amount of new development in
the area.

e. Participants noted that encouraging community ownership of the parks is
important. Community involvement in parks could be facilitated with tree
planting or clean up events. Participants emphasized the importance of
communication with the community.

f. Important destinations for the community were identified at Franklin
Park, Cedar Beach, Stevens Park, Jackson Street Community Park, and
West Park.

g. Areas for new crosswalk/pedestrian safety improvements were identified
near the confluence of Jordan and Little Lehigh Creeks, at the downtown
terminus of the Jordan Creek Greenway, and near West Park.

h. Potential for community garden at the building 21 parking lot, future trail
connection from Riverside Dr to downtown/Cedar Creek Greenway.

i. Participants reported that parks benefit the community by providing
places to form relationships and connections, providing structured time
for children and families, providing ecosystem services such as air
quality, stormwater management, carbon sinks, and providing mental
health relief and improving biodiversity.

j. Participants suggested speaking to students (elementary, middle, and
high school) and senior citizens such as the residents of West Turner
Apartments or Center One.

7. Ideas from the Programming breakout group.

a. Participants reported a desire for more free/low-cost family programs in
the parks:

i. Farmers market-flea market for 2nd Street (needs to accept WIC
checks).



Vi.
Vii.

viii.

Fruit & vegetable truck to CASA—N 2nd Street.
Resources fair.

Add exercise equipment to park renovations so that parents can
exercise while watching their kids.

Zumba in the parks.
Salsa in the parks.
Special needs: sensory equipment (musical) & sensory trail.

“QB” programs.

b. Possible partnerships:

Giselle at the Casa Guadalupe Center

Big Happy Consultants “PAS” (Mountainville Memorial Park/South
Side): Empower this organization to partner with the city to
provide more youth programming.

Blue Zones — Citywide

c. Participants identified the following needs related to sports
programming:

Add new instructional introductions for sports, pickleball for
seniors, local sports for teens 15-17 years old, train teens as
coaches and trainers for youth sports, basketball for kids with
autism (separate, then included).

Percy Ruhe fields need to be fixed. No grass is left and mud cakes
in spikes.

Repaint basketball courts across Allentown.

d. Participants identified the following needs related to aquatics:

iv.

Offer swimming programs for adults.
Day camp.

Add more bussing and spaces for kids (currently there is a
waitlist).

Improved awareness of special needs programming.

e. Participants identified the following needs related to arts & culture:

Spanish classes.

Performances on stage (outdoor at Union Terrace).

f. Participants reported that safety and security are concern throughout the
park system.



g. Participants recommended holding a listening session for seniors in the
morning.

h. Participants also recommended adding a Parks & Recreation Board
member.

i. Participants reported that Second Street is on the back burner for
“everything”, including access to fresh food. Access to other areas of the
city is problematic.

8. ldeas from the online breakout group.
a. Participants reported that roads do not feel safe for accessing parks.
b. Access is anissue at many parks. The West End District lacks trail access.

c. Skate park maintenance is needed. The City could work with Homebase
Skateshop for maintenance and programming.

d. Participants reported valuing the mental health benefits of parks through
activities such as yoga, meditation, and walking.

e. Participants would like to see more swings, basketball courts, soccer
fields (Fountain Park fields are always busy; semi-public facilities have
been proposed at the Allentown State Hospital site), horseshoes, and
places to sit and feed the ducks, cricket fields, and coffee/refreshments
in parks.

f. Participants recommended speaking to Allentown Rescue Mission and
more youth and young adults. Organizations that may be able to provide
connections to youth and young adults include the Boys and Girls Club,
Valley Youth House, Promise Neighborhoods, Casa Guadalupe, and City
recreation program participants.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript. Unless
written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within ten days of

issue, the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the official project
record.

Sincerely,
SIMONE COLLINS, INC.
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Toby Levin, RLA



SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
119 EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
PHONE: 610.939.7601 FAX: 610.239.7606
VAR SIMONECOLLINS. COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

Project: Recreation, Open Space, & ZI;)OJ.eCt SC# 22028.00
Parks Plan (CROSP) B
. . Meeting
Location: Ripple Church and Microsoft Date/ February 26, 2025
" Teams (Virtual) . 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Time:

Re: Public Meeting #3 Issue March 11, 2025
Date:

ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):

William Collins, RLA, Principal
Pankaj Jobanputra, AICP

Rob Gladfelter, RLA, ASLA, Project LA
Toby Levin, RLA, ASLA, Project LA

Certified Parks & Recreation Professionals
Derek Dureka, CPRP
Kathleen Muller, CPRP

Attendees:

City of Allentown Parks & Recreation Department (PRD)
Mandy Tolino, Director of Parks and Recreation

Bryne Heffner-Bair, Program Coordinator (virtual)

Chris Hendricks, Recreation Manager

Avery Daniels, Love Your Block Fellow/Project Manager, City of Allentown
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NOTES:

1. Simone Collins Landscape Architecture (SC) gave a presentation that reviewed
feedback from the previous public meeting, preliminary public survey results,
capital projects and other planning efforts happening concurrently with this
plan, parks and recreation partners, park classifications, and environmental
justice in the City of Allentown.

2. The meeting then shifted to six breakout groups. In person breakout groups
were organized around four broad neighborhoods (East, West, South, and
Center), as well as a breakout group dedicated to recreational programming. In-
person meeting participants were invited to start in the breakout group for the
neighborhood where they live or recreate most frequently. Participants were
invited to rotate to a different breakout group every 15 minutes but could also
remain in the same group. The final breakout group was online.

3. Notes from the East breakout group:

a. Itis difficult/unsafe to get to Canal Park
b. Arterial roads are very busy (with vehicles)
c. Eastsideis a very dense residential area and not bike-friendly
d. Northridge development project

i. Will there be public access to internal trails?

ii. Development will include new school + mixed use

iii. Place basketball courts further from homes

e. West Bethlehem to East Allentown rail trail — how to connect to
Allentown

i. Isthere a planin Allentown?

ii. Could it connect further into Allentown?
f. Both bridges to/from East need better ped/bike amenities
D&L Trail should be a priority for connectivity

> o

Connectivity between central East side and D&L Trail should be a priority

Could there be a dog park parallel to River Drive in the vacant parcel?
j. Adding senior friendly/ADA exercise equipment would be appreciated.
k. Is there parking accessibility for trail users at Coca-Cola Park?

|. Requested amenities include:

i. open field (grass)
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swinging chairs (grouped together)

more sand volleyball courts

m. Franklin Park

35
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u.

Playground is in need of repair

Off-leash dog area with bag stations

Reducing speed limits around parks

Add more street-side wayfinding signage to get to parks

Canal Park

Needs more signage, improved security

Visitors park right over train tracks but really need/should be able

to park deeper in the parking lot. That location is not safe.

. Will there be a connection between Parkettes/MLK Dr and the Jordan

Creek Greenways?

MLK/D&L/Jordan Creek Connections

Focus should be on Hamilton/Hanover St. with ped./bike priority

Roads and waterways divide the neighborhoods, so connecting
back into neighborhoods is important.

Turner Street needs a bike lane.

Regional trails are all on the edges of the neighborhood

D&L Trail

Goal to connect from Philadelphia to Jim Thorpe
What sections of D&L Trail to work on connecting?

Add lighting Trail especially along River Drive

Hanover Canal Park

Open up trail, Allentown thru Whitehall
Raise Riverside Drive LVPC (3 Mile Project)

Check vacant parcels being identified vs. developments in process

4. Notes from the West breakout group:

a.

Tilghman St. is very busy and difficult to cross.

b. West Park

Replace trees. Park was originally built as an arboretum, had a
complete canopy
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ii. Formerly “City Park” - oldest park in city (100+ years)

c. Trexler Park had greenhouses, but they were demoed and parking was
moved.

d. Lehigh Parkway: WPA elements have not been maintained
e. Valania park is nice after the renovations.
5. Notes from the South breakout group:
a. Ithaca Park has basketball and a swing set, could use sprucing up.
b. There is need for rec by Ripple Church
c. Grass cutting at West Park is getting worse
d. Canal Park
i. They are fixing the area under the bridge
ii. Across park gets loud (cars)
e. Bike lane starts on Mack Blvd. just steps

f. Address kids/teens riding bikes in middle of street, especially Hamilton
Blvd and Mack Blvd

i. Cyclists will practice at Trout Creek
ii. Need to create space with amenities for them to go to

g. Partner with Atom Parking Authority to shuttle tournament goers at
Fountain Park

h. Trout Creek
i. Path is insufficient, need sidewalks
ii. Need benches

i. Percy Ruhe Park has space for soccer

j. Improved signage at South Mountain

k. Need a Link trail map to show where all trails are at Bucky Boyle

6. Notes from the Center breakout group.

a. Crosswalks are needed

b. Connections from trails to dense areas

c. Bike safety is a widespread issue

d. Art Park
i. Could use more programming

ii. Traffic nearby is fast
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iii. 7th Market area
Sports vs passive recreation
Need Signage/lights
Dog poop is an issue
City needs to invest in parks
Visual appeal of parks is important
More grass in neighborhood
Partnerships
Parks need to have Gateways

i. Should provide a welcoming entrance

ii. Limit parking around entrance

. Preserve open space in zoning

Find mini park opportunities and infill greenspace

Sledding

Basketball

Cleanliness around parks

It will be important to rebuild community ownership of the parks
i. Will take cooperation with groups to organize needs

Programming for children and care for environment

Watersheds are parks

Could the waterways be used to create partnerships?

How to create ownership for renters?

Need to see Leadership

7. Notes from the Programming Breakout group:

a.

Environmental Education

i. Incorporate Outdoor Classrooms into site design...Consider
proximity to schools for maximum access

ii. Develop Outdoor Recreation and Environmental Education
Programs that are offered through Parks & Recreation

iii. Pair with Pollinator and Community Gardens
Parks

i. Update the smaller parks. They need love & attention.
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C.

Pavilions foster a sense of community & provide shade

Health & Wellness

Park Passport Program: Get your passport stamped and earn
prizes. This will encourage residents to visit different parks and
try new programs.

Develop Walking Loops (1st & 6th Wards),
Park Connections and Walking Clubs

Programs for individuals with Autism: Sensory Trails, Quiet Spaces
in Parks, Sensory Activities (musical installations) in playgrounds

Connect kids with programming by the Lehigh Valley Health
Network

1. Explore BROOM Program (LVHN) and Re-set Outdoors
(Bethlehem), possible partnership

2. Program uses public spaces (bus shelters) and other spaces
to post ideas for parents of young children to offer
“teachable moments”. Counting, colors, etc. “Find
something green”. “Count the trees”.

d. Basketball Courts at Franklin Park: There are two schools of thought:

e. Pools

f.

No courts, they attract a bad element

Install half courts side by side. Kids want and need courts

Bring them Back
Kids need to learn to swim

Our communities need pools

Youth Ideas

i
ii.
iii.
iv.
V.

Vi.

Swings!

Arts & Crafts “I make bracelets and sell them”
Volleyball: skills & drills, league for 11-15-year-olds
Kickball

“We like Cedar Creek pool and playground”

Trips Trexlertown (?) Zip Line and Rock Climbing

g. Outdoor Recreation

Water Sports: Boating (canoe & kayak)
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Inner tubes on the river

h. Possible Partners

iv.

CAMELOT
ARC
COHESION Network

Individuals: Darien Colbert, Joselyn Correa-Melendez (LVHN)

8. Notes from the Online Breakout group:

a. Participants would like to see more events and community groups/clubs
in the parks.

Youth Programming would be particularly beneficial.
Organizations that could be more active in parks include:
1. Reset Outdoors
2. Wildlands
3. Lehigh Valley Greenways
4. YMCA

5. Local universities

b. Old Fairgrounds Park would benefit from renovations.

c. Parks Ambassadors from neighborhood organizations would help
promote community ownership of the parks.

d. Pavilions could be used as community hubs.

9. Answers to Breakout questions:

a. What Parks do you visit?

West Park
Trexler Park
Lehigh Parkway
Arts Park

Cedar Creek Park

b. What do you like best about the parks?

Natural spaces + clean air
Ecosystem services

Pollinator/community gardens
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Cabon sinks

c. What are your favorite memories?

Walking in Trexler Park
Visiting the Rose Gardens & old-fashioned garden
Concerts in West Park

Planet Walk on the Lehigh Parkway

d. What would you like to see added to the parks?

Carbon sinks

Nature preserves

Pollinator gardens

Native plants

Natural spaces

Dog trash cans

Bike racks and bike fixing stations
Activities for kids of different ages
More of a police presence

Water fountains to drink and wash hands
Dog park

Positive message or art on fence
New fences

Restrooms

Franklin Park: swings + more slides

e. What are obstacles in getting to the parks without a car?

Inroads from trails into the neighborhood + city parks
Safe intersection, clear crosswalks

Signage + wayfinding

Lighting

f. Who else could be considered a partner for the parks?

Neighbors (those who live near and/or use the park)

Local businesses close to parks/trailways (restaurants, bodegas,
etc.)
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e Skiresorts (for sledding/tubing)
e Northridge Development Project
10. Map notes:

a. Areas noted for improvements to access (crosswalks, sidewalks, bike
racks, etc.)

i. Cedar Creek Parkway
ii. Joseph Daddona Lake and Terrace (Union Terrace) Park
iii. Tilghman St: Busy and dangerous

iv. Trexler Memorial Park: Good — part pedestrian, part bike. Needs
lighting

v. Cedar Crest Blvd + Chew St traffic light safest for walk/bike

vi. Cedar Crest Blvd + Parkway Blvd: Bad intersection, alternate route:
use side streets between Cedar Parkway and Trexler Park

vii. ldeas for connections to greenways from inner neighborhoods:
1. Sidewalk “loops”
2. Designated sidewalk routes
viii. Trout Creek
ix. South Mountain Reservoir

b. Areas for new park amenities (restrooms, water fountains, pavilions,
etc.)

i. South Mountain Reservoir

ii. Cedar Beach Park and Pool — swings too close to the ground, needs
lighting

iii. Fountain Park — not closed because in flood plain

c. Areas for new recreation amenities (sports fields, sports courts,
exercise equipment, playgrounds, etc.)

i. Union Terrace — Bad soccer pitch
ii. Ithaca Playlot
iii. Li’l-Le-Hi Trout Nursery

d. Areas for safety improvements (lighting, emergency call boxes,
improved visibility, etc.)

i. Lehigh Parkway
ii. Li'l-Le-Hi Trout Nursery
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iii. Trout Creek
iv. South Mountain Reservoir

11.The meeting was adjourned with thanks to Ripple Church and Pastor Angela
Moyer for hosting the public meeting at their facility.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript. Unless
written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within ten days of

issue, the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the official project
record.

Sincerely,
SIMONE COLLINS, INC.
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Toby Levin, RLA

10
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SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
119 EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
PHONE: 610.939.7601 FAX: 610.239.7606
VAR SIMONECOLLINS. COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

Project:  Recreation, Open Space, & Ililr(c))J.ect SC# 22028.00
Parks Plan (CROSP) N
Location. Theatre514 and Microsoft g\aetz?ng April 30, 2025
" Teams (Virtual) . 6:00 PM — 8:00 PM
Time:
Re. Public Meeting #4 Issue May 22, 9095
Date:
ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):

William Collins, RLA, Principal

Pankaj Jobanputra, A/CP

Rob Gladfelter, RLA, ASLA, Project LA

Certified Parks & Recreation Professionals
Kathleen Muller, CPRP

Attendees:

Matt Tuerk, Honorable Mayor of Allentown

City of Allentown Parks & Recreation Department (PRD)
Mandy Tolino, Director of Parks and Recreation

Bryne Heffner-Bair, Program Coordinator

NOTES:

1. Mayor Tuerk and Parks and Recreation Director Tolino welcomed everyone and
gave opening remarks. Simone Collins Landscape Architecture (SC) then gave a
presentation that reviewed feedback from the previous public meeting,
preliminary public survey results, and a recap of public participation events to
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date (including the Easter Egg Hunt at Bucky Boyle Park and the Earth Day Event at
Cedar Beach Park).

2. The meeting then shifted to five breakout groups for design charettes. In person
breakout groups were organized around Allentown’s parks — Fountain Park,
Bucky Boyle Park/McHose Plaza, Roosevelt Park, and All Other Parks. Participants
were invited to rotate to a different breakout group every 20 minutes but could
also remain in the same group. The final breakout group was online.

3. Notes/Ideas from the Fountain Park breakout group:
a. Jackson St. / Amphitheater — Arts walk

i. Park

ii. Urban forestry

iii. Food forestry
Lantern Festival
Benches
Programming

Public education on water

o a0 0

Lighting

Community

= @

Past community leaders
i. Community gardening / schools
j.  Positive communication
k. DaVinci Science Center
l.  Waterfront pier and fishing and seating along Creek
m. Colorful crosswalks and traffic calming at 10" and MLK Dr.
4. Notes/ldeas from the Bucky Boyle Park/McHose Plaza breakout group:
a. Bucky Boyle Park
i. Restrooms — needed and open all the rime
ii. Health issue if not open
iii. For all parks years-round
iv. Need to be weatherized
v. L.V. Boat Club
vi. Watch towers

vii. Can riverside access be created?
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viii. Like Philly’s Boathouse Row

iX. Benches

X. Need lights in parking lot

xi. New Parking — D&L Trailhead needed close to City Center
xii. Add a River Walk Trail

xiii. New bus stops along Riverside Dr.

b. McHose Plaza

i. Why have seating at the top of McHose?

i. Plaza w/ Benches & Tables

1. Shade structure and/or plantings
2. Community gardens
iii. Low shrub planting — Native plants

iv. Lawn/Overlook/Sitting — Add benches & tables/umbrellas at edge

v. Riverside Drive
1. Speed controls
9. Pedestrian control
vi. N Front St

1. Speed control

Q. Safe crossing (@ Pump PI.)

5. Notes/ldeas from the Roosevelt Park breakout group:

a.

o a0 0

= @

Install an interactive 3D map of the United States (or at least the original
13 colonies) where the pavilions are located

Native gardens as a border

Additional seating by soccer field

Lighting that doesn’t cause light pollution
Fence in the area around the tennis courts
Stormwater at soccer field

Plantings along sensory trail w/ signage
Bike racks by the playground

Pollinator garden / community garden

Have school buses drop off kids after school to participate in
programming
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k. Have a portion of the sensory path covered or canopied / Add shading
along path

|.  Benches
m. Possible school bus stop at Saucon and Filmore
n. Activate triangle at Race & Woodward
6. Notes/ldeas from the All Other Parks and Online breakout groups.
a. Mack Pool
i. No nearby parks
ii. Extra space with nothing in it
b. Union Terrace Park
I. More programming in the amphitheater
c. West Park
I. Maintain historic properties as an arboretum w/ specimen trees
d. Andre Reed Park
i. Pavilion by pool/playground
ii. Picnic tables
ii. Tennis courts- need renovations
iv. Water fountain tennis courts
e. Franklin Park
I. Missing swings
ii. Graffiti inside hut of playground
iii. Sumner Ave. connection from Ridge to Jordan Park using sidewalk
f. Cedar Beach Park
i. Planting program to maintain willows
g. General notes
I. More police presence in all parks
ii. Less Riparian Buffers

ii. No open space for anyone from 15" West & North of Tilghman
(other than Muhlenbersg Elementary)

Iv. More community gardens
v. Safe crossings at parks (ex. Irving)

vi. Wayfinding and interpretive signage
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vii. Bus service along Riverside to provide students with access to
Bucky Boyle

viii. Partnership between DaVinci Center and Allentown School District

7. The meeting was adjourned, with thanks to Theatre514 for hosting the public
meeting at their facility.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript. Unless
written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within ten days of issue,
the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the official project record.

Sincerely,
SIMONE COLLINS, INC.
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Toby Levin, RLA
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SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
119 EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
PHONE: 610.939.7601 FAX: 610.239.7606
VAR SIMONECOLLINS. COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

Project:  Recreation, Open Space, & :ilrgj_ed SC# 22028.00
Parks Plan (CROSP) "
Location: Fearless Fire Company #14 and ADA;SHE; June 25, 2025
" Microsoft Teams (Virtual) Time- 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Re. Public Meeting #5 Issue July 3, 9095
Date:
ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):

William Collins, RLA, Principal

Pankaj Jobanputra, A/CP

Rob Gladfelter, RLA, ASLA, Project LA
Toby Levin, RLA, ASLA, Staff LA

Certified Parks & Recreation Professionals
Derek Dureka, CPRP

Attendees:
City of Allentown Parks & Recreation Department (PRD)
Mandy Tolino, Director of Parks and Recreation

Bryne Heffner-Bair, Program Coordinator
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NOTES:

1.

Parks and Recreation Director Mandy Tolino welcomed everyone and gave
opening remarks. Simone Collins Landscape Architecture (SC) then gave a
presentation that reviewed feedback from the previous public meeting, updated
public survey results, draft vision statement, goals and opportunities, Park
Improvements Toolbox, park champions and success stories, and next steps in
the process.

A member of the public brought up the issue of water access and providing
education about water safety, bringing up multiple drownings that have
happened in City waterways. They also suggested widening walkways and asked
about community art initiatives.

Notes/ldeas about Andre Reed Park:

More shaded areas

More trash cans

Bring back water fountain at tennis courts

Sidewalk between tennis courts and softball field covered in mud

© 0 0 o @

Tennis courts are cracked and tree debris is creating unsafe playing
condition

.

Swing area needs safety surfacing

4. Notes/Ideas about West Park:

Multi-language signage
Additional lighting

Close off some areas to allow turf regrowth, currently patchy

o 60 o 9

How to keep a passive park?

I. Mix of passive doesn’t necessarily work with pick-up active
recreation

e. Could a staff person be present during events?
f. Partnership with Allentown High School?

3. Integrate native plants where possible

5. Notes/Ideas from Fountain Park:

a. Proposed recreation center — City’s 2030 plan

i. Redundant if another recreation center is built at 424 N. 9" St?

6. Notes/ldeas from Roosevelt Park:

a. A number of basketball tournaments happening now
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b. Hydrants for heat relief open this week
7. Notes about Jackson Park:
a. Connects Center City to Fountain Park via old stairs
b. Mostly hills, not good rec space. Should be naturalized
c. Plan for removal of invasive species
d. Plan to manage music/noise in park system
e. Along Union St.
I. needs litter pick up
ii. invasive plant removal
iil. add native trees + shrubs
iv. general beautification
8. Notes about 5™ St. Park and Old Fairground:
a. Upcycling to create naturescape
b. Create multisensory experience
Cc. Add native pollinator garden
d. Create unique park experience
9. General notes:
a. Safe crosswalk at S. Jefferson and 15"
b. Adequate car share parking to reduced traffic on Lehigh St and MLK
c. Volunteer spring cleanups with City’s help

10.The meeting was adjourned with thanks to Fearless Fire Company # 14 for
hosting the public meeting at their facility.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript. Unless
written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within ten days of issue,
the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the official project record.

Sincerely,
SIMONE COLLINS, INC.
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Toby Levin, RLA
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2. Steering Committee Meeting Notes
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SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
119 EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
PHONE: 610.939.7601 FAX: 610.239.7606
VAR SIMONECOLLINS. COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

Project:  Recreation, Open Space, & Ililr(c))J.ect SC# 22028.00
Parks Plan (CROSP) N
 Bucky Boyle Park & Meeting oo tember 95, 2094
Location: ) Date/
Microsoft Teams (Virtual) Time: 7:00 PM = 9:00 PM
Re. Committee Meeting #1 :;ZLtJ; October 29, 2094

ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):

William Collins (WC), RLA, Principal

Pankaj Jobanputra (PJ), A/CP

Robert Gladfelter (RG), RLA, ASLA, Project LA, Natural Resources Analyst
Leonard Bustos (LB), Staff LA

Certified Parks & Recreation Professionals
Derek Dureka (DD), CPRP
Kathleen Muller (KM), CPRP

Attendees:

Bryne Heffner-Bair (virtual), Allentown Parks & Recreation Project Coordinator
Candida Affa, Allentown Council Person

Andrew Atiyeh, KNT Basketball Founder & Tournament Director

Darron Benson Jr.,

Christian Brown, Allentown Shade Tree & Planning Commission

Bryan Cohen (virtual), LVCIL Coordinator of Accessibility

Chris Hendricks, Allentown Recreation Manager
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Sgt. John Leonard, Allentown Police Department

Christian Martinez, LVPC Environmental Planner

Liz Rosencrans, D&L National Heritage Director

Janet Roth (virtual), 7Trexler Trust Chief Executive Officer

Jose Rivera, United Way of Greater Lehigh Valley Community Engagement Coordinator
Rosaria Stoops, Friends of Allentown Parks CEQO & Executive Director

Mandy Tolino (MT), Allentown Parks & Recreation Director

Lucinda Wright, Allentown Parks & Recreation Deputy Director

Dan Bosket (virtual),

Ce-Ce Gerlach, Allentown Council Person

Becki Kiss (virtual),

Shaniqua Lrak (virtual),

Simon Moore (virtual),

Fatima Nabavian (virtual), LVCIL Waiver & Accessibility Related Program Manasger

Kim Schaffer (virtual),

Hamp Smith Jr. (virtual), KNT Basketball Co-Founder & Director of Basketball Operations

NOTES:

1. Simone Collins Landscape Architecture (SC) gave a presentation that introduced
the consultant team and the project scope of work. The SC team also reviewed
existing data, took the committee through a photo-tour of the team'’s initial site
visit with Parks and Rec personnel, and explained the proposed online survey
and next steps for the plan.

2. SC then opened the meeting comments and discussion.

3. A participant brought attention to the pools in Bucky Boyle and Roosevelt Park
closing, which are located near low-income communities.

a. The participant felt that the communities utilizing those pools (primarily
Latino and African American) were underserved due to their removal.

b. The participant questioned the security and safety in areas of the City’s
trails and parks.

c. WC clarified that many communities have lost pools in their parks, for
many different reasons, and that each community is searching for solutions
to resolve the issues.

d. KM stated that the negative activities related to safety are a nationwide-
statewide and not only an Allentown city issue — so communities must be
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knowledgeable of who their partners are (leaders, Council, law
enforcement, etc.) who can collaborate toward resolving these issues.

4. A participant questioned solutions for programming spaces to draw out the
younger generations into the park spaces.

a. The participant stated that once a pavilion was removed, there was no
“place” the younger generation felt comfortable to go.

b. DD stated that through conversations during the ‘Stakeholder interviews,’
we can get a list/ideas of what youth community members are interested
in — to help the team identify potential solutions that will feel attractive to
draw youth out into the parks. This strategy should help also draw out
others to participate.

c. Along with safety improvements, the participant also noted the need to
communicate effectively with the Latino community.

5. A participant brought attention to Fountain Park having new housing
development in its surrounding area.

a. There is a need to bring the park “back to life” due to the park being
intensively used by the Latino and African American communities.

b. There was also mention of ‘unsheltered’ communities in the surrounding
area.

c. The qguestion was posed whether park improvements might cause
displacement issues.

6. A participant questioned how can the City avoid removing the unsheltered
population in hopes of solving the issue. The participant further suggested that
the City find balances in resolving these issues, and not only by removing these
groups.

a. A participant shared concerns about who these City parks are really for.
Will new improvements to the parks be for those who are outside of
Allentown or for those who live in Allentown?

7. A participant shared a concern on the cost to operate pools.
a. The questioned was asked if spray parks are becoming popular or not?

b. DD suggested that if pools are decided to be built/rebuilt low-income
areas are one priority. DD clarified the benefits of spray parks. DD also
suggested that parks are desighed with access to nearby
rivers/waterways.

c. WC stated the issues with “legacy pools” — plumbing, ADA accessibility,
lining, etc. Developing a cost estimate will give us a better idea.

d. WC also stated that spray pad features do not enable youth to learn to
swim.
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8. A participant stated that the pool closures were a matter of racial justice.

a. It was also stated that most residents have access to “open space” while
some do not have access to specific facilities, such as playground, courts,
etc.

9. A participant brought attention to the trash/littering dilemma and asked about the
SC team’s strategies to resolve the issue.

a. WC clarified that the Committee decides project goal and the SC team will
seek to assist in resolving the issues.

b. The online Public Survey will also generate more feedback on these
issues.

c. Alternative solutions are to advertise the survey via QR codes, posters,
etc. — perhaps having some at schools?

d. A participant suggested that the consultant team be more ‘up front’ to the
community —and perhaps when visiting parks, ask existing park users about
their insights and encourage them to take the survey.

10.A participant insisted that the team focus on the “WHY’' — Why did the poo/
close? What were the issues that led to these outcomes?

11.A participant shared a concern with disability access and hoped for it to be
considered in the project.

a. KM reassured them that this will be considered. She noted that there is a
DEI committee that works with municipalities to provide accessibility to all
people with disabilities. She also stated that racial justice, which relates to
the pool closures must be addressed. Groups such as Lehigh Valley
Center for Independent Living (LVCIL) will be important.

b. WC added that the Allentown parks that that were viewed by SC have
been improving their universal accessibility features — such as ADA
compliant crosswalks, curb ramps, and sidewalk connections to
neighborhoods.

12.A participant brought attention to the importance of food accessibility. The
participant also expressed interest in helping to draw out the younger generation
and create a wider age range for those who take the survey.

13.A participant shared an interest in identifying cemeteries, as many communities
are starting to think about how to use them, as supplemental green space.

a. KM stated that these spaces should be acknowledged as they are
potential amenities for the City. However, she cautioned that Allentown
already contains many other spaces for opportunities, which will cause a
competing interest if developed further.
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14.A participant questioned how the output of one of the three project (3) Master
Site Plans (Bucky Boyle, Fountain, & Roosevelt Park) is similar or different to the
output pertaining to the other parks?

a. WC clarified why these parks were selected — the City asked the
consultants to develop master plans for the selected parks due to high
demand/importance.

b. MT noted that the City has tangible grants to help fund these Master Plans.

c. WC shared the experience of working with the City on a master plan for
Percy Ruhe Park, which was a model for integrating stormwater
management within public recreation sites.

15.A participant questioned what classifies an area as ‘open space?’

a. WC stated that, in city parks, these are generally areas of unprogrammed
uses.

b. RG added that park standards “metrics” will be used to compare the
City’s park facilities and amenities to communities of similar size as well as
to national standards.

c. A participant described Trexler Memorial Park as ‘wide open space’ and
that people enjoy the green space.

d. RG shared that some ordinances do not allow cities to have active
recreational areas in passive parks or open spaces, such as Trexler
Memorial Park perhaps, so that the places maintain their passive nature.

e. DD tied in the City’s goals — how much natural space would the
community want?

16.A participant added that there are many underutilized spaces in the City.

a. That person further suggested that this project focus on the youth — they
want basketball courts. We must acknowledge where they go, and want
to go for fun.

b. WC expressed the difference in usage of basketball courts and pools. A
basketball court can be sometimes used every month of the year, while a
pool is more seasonal (approximately 3 months).

c. DD noted that he will analyze park operations and programming, in
collaboration with City Parks and Recreation staff.

17.WC shared that the City of Allentown has a unique partner in the Trexler Trust.

18. A participant expressed concerns about how to craft the online survey so that
respondents do not have unrealistic expectations, but rather, have them dream
big in an aspirational sense, but understand that all ideas cannot be realized.

a. DD shared the idea that someone may say they want a “50-foot water
slide” in a park — and that there are no bad ideas. Even though a feature
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may not be 50 feet tall or even a water slide, the original idea can morph
into some sort of water feature (water fountain, creek, runnel, etc.) — that
is something more realistic.

19. A participant shared that there are only three (3) pools in the City that are open
— and suggested that learning how to swim is a priority for Allentown youth, and

that programming within the parks matters. Equity and justice are important to
how this plan develops.

20.A participant shared that the “Monday Fundays” event — a new program created
by City parks staff, is a great chance for the youth to come out, socialize, and
have fun. They expressed that the youth will be drawn out if there are more
things for them to do and engage in.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript.
Unless written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within ten

days of issue, the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the official
project record.

Sincerely,
SIMONE COLLINS, INC.
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

e

Leonard Bustos
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SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
119 EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
PHONE: 610.939.7601 FAX: 610.239.7606
VAR SIMONECOLLINS. COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

Project

Project: Recreation, Open Space, & Nt;)OJ.eC SC# 22028.00

Parks Plan (CROSP) .
Meeting
. . . December 9, 2024

Location: Microsoft Teams (Virtual) D.ate/ 7:00 PM — 8:30 PM
Time:

Re: Committee Meeting #2 Issue March 17, 2025
Date:

ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):

William Collins (WC), RLA, Principal
Pankaj Jobanputra (PJ), AICP

Toby Levin (TL), RLA, ASLA, Project LA

Certified Parks & Recreation Professionals
Derek Dureka (DD), CPRP
Kathleen Muller (KM), CPRP

Attendees:

City of Allentown Parks & Recreation Department (PRD)
Mandy Tolino (MT), Director of Parks and Recreation

Lucinda Wright (LW), Deputy Director of Parks and Recreation
Bryne Heffner-Bair (BHB), Program Coordinator

Priscilla Reyes (PR), Special Events Manager

Chris Hendricks (CH), Recreation Manager

Michelle McGinniss (MM), Parks Maintenance Supervisor
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Other Attendees:

Laura Ballek-Cole, Manager of Civic Innovation, City of Allentown

Becki Kiss, City of Allentown Board of Recreation

John Leonard Ill, Sargeant, City of Allentown Police

Tiffany Serra, Trails & Conservation Associate, D&L National Heritage Corridor
Joe Michener, Assistant Executive Director, Center for Independent Living
Christian Martinez, Environmental Planner, Lehigh Valley Planning Commission
Janet Roth, Chief Executive Officer, Trexler Trust

Ana Tiburcio, Board of Directors, Allentown School District

Liz Rosencrans, Director of Trails & Conservation, D&L National Heritage Corridor
Carmen Bell, Senior Director, Healthy Aging, United Way of Greater Lehigh Valley
Kyle Edwards, Owner, A True L.O.V.E. Story/Inkwell.

Simon Moore, Board Chair, Parknership

Christina DiPierro, Program Coordinator, Valley Youth House

Jose Rivera, Community Engagement Coordinator, United Way of Great Lehigh Valley

NOTES:

1. Simone Collins Landscape Architecture (SC) gave a presentation that reviewed
analysis performed thus far, including preliminary public survey results,
community and NRPA benchmarking, natural and historic resource analysis, and
staff interviews. The presentation also included discussion of the draft mission
statement, goals, and objectives for the project, as well as next steps in the
project.

2. SC then asked for feedback on and additional ideas for the preliminary Key
Person Interview (KPI) list. Recommendations included the following:

a. Allentown Recreation Board

b. Lehigh Valley Active Life

c. Allentown School District

d. St. Luke’s University Health Network
e. D&L National Historic Corridor

f. Allentown Arts Commission

g. Boys & Girls Club of Allentown
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h. Community Bike Works

i. City of Allentown Environmental Advisory Committee
j. Lehigh Valley Road Runners

k. Inkwell.

|. The Baum School of Art

m. Allentown Art Museum

n. Allentown Symphony Association

o. Coalition for Appropriate Transportation
p. Muhlenberg College

g. Cedar Crest College

r. Wildlands Conservancy

s. Lehigh Gap Nature Center

t. Ripple Church

u. The Link Trail Network

v. Little Lehigh Watershed Stewards

w. A-YOUTH

3. SCthen opened the meeting to comments and discussion.

4. A participant asked about what efforts to increase the number of responses to
the Spanish-language public survey.

a.

MT asked Committee members to share the survey link as widely as
possible and asked for suggestions of where to reach Spanish-speaking
members of the community.

A participant suggested reaching out to faith-based institutions that
deliver messages in Spanish to share the survey. The participant
specifically mentioned Casa Guadalupe on 2" St.

Another participant suggested La Mega radio station and recommended
reaching out to Victor Martinez, who hosts talk shows on the station.

Another participant suggested attending meetings that the Spanish-
speaking population attends, such as Cohesion meetings and CHATT (City
Hall at the Table).

. Another participant suggested Spanish-language newspapers such as La

Razon.
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f. Other suggestions included Promise Neighborhoods, the Ortiz Ark
Foundation, Hispanic American Organization, and state legislator
newsletters.

g. WC added that it will be helpful to know from the committee who they
speak with for outreach.

5. A participant asked how the passion for local parks seen at the first public
meeting would coalesce into a cohesive, prioritized list of improvements in the
plan.

a. KM responded that it will be important to find areas where groups that
are passionate about an activity or a location can be brought together.
For example, a disc golf group might be willing to participate in park
clean up in a location they would like to play; that starts the conversation
about how to work together.

b. KM and DD also mentioned that pilot programs in several parks are a
good way to demonstrate that change is occurring.

c. DD continued, noting that focusing the community’s energy into specific
areas will take staff time to coordinate and that transparent
communication will be important.

6. A participant noted that communicating to the public that this is their park
system will be important to the success of the planning process. Comparing
the park system to that in other cities makes it clear that Allentown has an
incredible park system and people should know about that and know that the
whole system is being cared for.

7. A participant noted that the public feels like their comments are not being
heard and that plans have been made before consulting with the community.

a. The participant noted that the community has been invited to contribute
to the planning process at places like Stevens Park and Valania Park, but
that grassroots organizations are the place to connect with the
community.

b. KM responded that the City and the consultant team want to hear from
people and encouraged all participants to get the word out on the public
survey. If there are messages out there that the team is not receiving,
the committee is welcome to share those messages with the team in any
way online or offline.

8. WC noted that the Valania Park planning process represents a great model
that could be applied to the three parks that will be master planned as part of
this park planning process. The consultant team would like to meet with
people from the community who were involved in this process to better
understand what led to its success.
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a. LW asked for additional information about these conversations.

b. WC stated that the consultant team would like to meet with staff to start
planning how to proceed.

9. A participant asked if the presentation will be available to committee
members after the meeting.

a. BHB stated that the presentation will be available to download from the
MyRec page and will be shared via email.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript. Unless
written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within ten days of

issue, the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the official project
record.

Sincerely,
SIMONE COLLINS, INC.
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Toby Levin, RLA
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SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

119 EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
PHONE: 610.239.7601 FAX: 610.239.7606
WARVARAS SIMONECOLLINS.COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

Project

Project: Recreation, Open Space, & Nt;)OJ.eC SC# 22028.00

Parks Plan (CROSP) .
Meeting
. . . January 22, 2024

Location: Microsoft Teams (Virtual) D.ate/ 7:00 PM — 8:30 PM
Time:

Re: Committee Meeting #3 Issue February 17, 2024
Date:

ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):

William Collins (WC), RLA, Principal
Pankaj Jobanputra (PJ), AICP

Robert Gladfelter (RG), RLA, ASLA
Toby Levin (TL), RLA, ASLA, Project LA

Certified Parks & Recreation Professionals
Derek Dureka (DD), CPRP
Kathleen Muller (KM), CPRP

City of Allentown Parks & Recreation Department (PRD)
Mandy Tolino (MT), Director of Parks and Recreation

Lucinda Wright (LW), Deputy Director of Parks and Recreation
Bryne Heffner-Bair (BHB), Program Coordinator

Chris Hendricks (CH), Recreation Manager

Other Attendees:

Laura Ballek-Cole, Manager of Civic Innovation, City of Allentown
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Becki Kiss, City of Allentown Board of Recreation

John Leonard Ill, Sargeant, City of Allentown Police

Tiffany Serra, Trails & Conservation Associate, D&L National Heritage Corridor

Joe Michener, Assistant Executive Director, Center for Independent Living

Christian Martinez, Environmental Planner, Lehigh Valley Planning Commission
Janet Roth, Chief Executive Officer, Trexler Trust

Ana Tiburcio, Board of Directors, Allentown School District

Liz Rosencrans, Director of Trails & Conservation, D&L National Heritage Corridor
Carmen Bell, Senior Director, Healthy Aging, United Way of Greater Lehigh Valley
Kyle Edwards, Owner, A True L.O.V.E. Story/Inkwell.

Jose Rivera, Community Engagement Coordinator, United Way of Great Lehigh Valley
Scott Slingerland, Executive Director, CAT Lehigh Valley

Samantha Shaak, Acting Executive Director, Leonard Parker Pool Institute for Health
Ce-Ce Gerlach, Councilmember, City of Allentown

Dave Snyder, City of Allentown Board of Recreation

Rick Daugherty, Executive Director, Lehigh Valley Active Life

NOTES:

1. Simone Collins Landscape Architecture (SC) gave a presentation that reviewed
feedback received during the second Public Meeting, preliminary results of the
public opinion survey, and analysis performed thus far, including:

e community facilities benchmarking,

e staffing and budgeting benchmarking,

e other Allentown planning efforts currently underway,
e park service areas and gaps,

e the functions of an Official Map, and

e staff interviews, as well as

e next steps in the project.

2. A committee member stated that the survey questions seem too leading and
do not provide opportunities for open-ended feedback.

a. PJresponded that many questions did provide room for open-ended
responses and that the survey has a combination of question styles with
some more open-ended than others.

3. A committee member asked if LANTA could be involved in planning for the
SS4A and Active Transportation Plan.
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a. PJresponded that yes, LANTA is a great partner for community
involvement and is involved in the network of improvements that form
these planning efforts.

4. A committee member asked how equity plays into the service areas of parks.

They noted that there are demographic factors that may increase the need for
parks in some areas.

a. The committee member asked if the park service area map could be
overlaid with crime data or delinquency data to better understand where
to address public safety issues.

b. RG responded the consultant team is working to acquire and map
additional data on various social determinants of health and other
demographic data than could impact the need for parks, such as
population density.

c. Another committee member asked if age distribution could also be
overlain on the park service area maps.

d. RG responded that age distribution data will be included.

5. A committee member asked if the committee would be able to join for the
park site visits.

a. PJresponded that SC will coordinate site visits with the committee.

b. RG added that if there is information that committee members would like
to share about any of the city’s parks, please do not hesitate to share.

6. A committee member asked if Lehigh Carbon Community College would be
included in the KPI's.

a. PJresponded that yes, they will be included in the KPI with other colleges
and universities and thanked the committee member for the
recommendation.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript. Unless
written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within ten days of

issue, the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the official project
record.

Sincerely,
SIMONE COLLINS, INC.
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Toby Levin, RLA
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119
PHONE:
WARVARAS

610.239.7601

SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
FAX: 610.239.7606
SIMONECOLLINS. COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

Project: Recreation, Open Space, & ZI;)OJ.eCt SC# 22028.00
Parks Plan (CROSP) B
Meeting
. . . May 14, 2025

Location: Microsoft Teams (Virtual) D.ate/ 2:00 PM — 9:00 PM
Time:

Re: Committee Meeting #4 Issue June 13, 2025
Date:

ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):

William Collins (WC), RLA, Principal
Pankaj Jobanputra (PJ), AICP

Robert Gladfelter (RG), RLA, ASLA
Toby Levin (TL), RLA, ASLA, Project LA

Certified Parks & Recreation Professionals

Derek Dureka (DD), CPRP
Kathleen Muller (KM), CPRP

City of Allentown Parks & Recreation Department (PRD)

Mandy Tolino (MT), Director of Parks and Recreation

Lucinda Wright (LW), Deputy Director of Parks and Recreation

Bryne Heffner-Bair (BHB), Program Coordinator

Chris Hendricks (CH), Recreation Manager

*Additional attendees list is not available
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NOTES:

1.

Simone Collins Landscape Architecture (SC) gave a presentation that reviewed
feedback received during Public Meetings 3 and 4, updated results of the public
opinion survey, and initial report content, including:

e Draft vision and goals

e Preliminary recommendation notes

e Drafts for the three park master site plans
e Next steps in the project.

KM and DD discussed themes and highlights that emerged through
conversations with community members, including:

The desire for indoor sports courts and facilities

Equity in pool and water access

Universal design

Programming for different age groups

Need for formalized policies and procedures to govern special events and
programming and developing formal biannual policy reviews

Staffing needs

A committee member asked about materials and grading on new walkways.

a. RGresponded that SCis currently refining these details and will provide
more detailed measurements, material choices, and ADA grading
information in the report.

A committee member asked if anyone had reached out to Mercy School yet to
see what they would like included at Roosevelt Park.

a. KM responded that there has been preliminary outreach and follow up
and that we want them to be part of the process.

b. A committee member stated they received an email from Mercy School
expressing concern about people urinating on the school because of the
lack of bathrooms at the park, requesting Porta potties.

c. Another committee member said there are existing restrooms at the park
but they are not currently open and are not open at all times.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript. Unless
written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within ten days of
issue, the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the official project

record.

Sincerely,
SIMONE COLLINS, INC.
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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PHONE:
WARVARAS

610.239.7601

SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
FAX: 610.239.7606
SIMONECOLLINS. COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

Project: Recreation, Open Space, & ZI;)OJ.eCt SC# 22028.00
Parks Plan (CROSP) B
Meeting
. . . June 11, 2025

Location: Microsoft Teams (Virtual) D.ate/ 2:00 PM — 9:00 PM
Time:

Re: Committee Meeting #5 Issue June 16, 2025
Date:

ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):

William Collins (WC), RLA, Principal
Pankaj Jobanputra (PJ), AICP

Robert Gladfelter (RG), RLA, ASLA
Toby Levin (TL), RLA, ASLA, Project LA

Certified Parks & Recreation Professionals

Derek Dureka (DD), CPRP
Kathleen Muller (KM), CPRP

City of Allentown Parks & Recreation Department (PRD)

Mandy Tolino (MT), Director of Parks and Recreation

Lucinda Wright (LW), Deputy Director of Parks and Recreation

Bryne Heffner-Bair (BHB), Program Coordinator

Chris Hendricks (CH), Recreation Manager

*Additional attendees list is not available
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NOTES:

1.

3.

Simone Collins Landscape Architecture (SC) gave a presentation that reviewed
the following items:

e Updated survey results

e Draft report vision, goals, and opportunities
e Park Improvements Toolbox

e Park Champions/Successes

e Next steps in the project.

A committee member asked about increasing maintenance capacity and
service providers in the parks.

a. WC discussed non-employee partnerships and groups doing related
programs outside of the Parks Department and how Allentown is
currently understaffed given its size.

b. KM responded that partner collaborations can help to leverage funding
for workforce development opportunities like seasonal summer staff.

c. RG pointed out how the outside knowledge base that comes with
partnerships can be beneficial to park maintenance.

A committee member asked how to define and delineate safe water access.

a. KM emphasized having a unified approach and mission to waterway
access, discussing the possibility of forming a committee and providing
public education.

b. RG responded that restricting access may be counterintuitive because
people already access the water in places where it is not designated or
safe, that it may be better to find ways to provide safe access and have
more control over where people are going.

c. WCresponded that this would look different at each park, as every
location has its unique challenges.

A committee member asked how we balance resource restrictions with adding
more parks.

a. PJ talked about pop up parks and parklets as creative use of limited small
spaces, as well as new zoning requirements to provide open
space/recreation land in new development.

. A committee member expressed concerns regarding adding more parks when

current parks need to be made more accessible and serve the community
better.

a. WCresponded that it is a matter of policy decisions to determine
rules/regulations on existing parks that better serve the community
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b. PJ and KM discussed the city’s zoning ordinance rewrite to require land
dedication for public recreation and open space in all new development
or fee in lieu to provide funding for parks.

6. A committee member asked how the fee-in-lieu for developers would be
returned and re-invested in the community.

a. PJ explained that the money goes into the General Recreation Fund that
can be used for park and recreation improvements throughout the city.

b. MT responded that there are state and federal protections for parks, so
parks are not going to be removed for development. The fee structure is
for private development to help balance and invest in public access.

7. A committee member asked about the timeline for the open space and
recreation changes and recommendations, as well as how these projects
would be funded.

a. PJresponded that the report will include an implementation section that
categorizes short, medium and long term priorities, as well as a funding
section that lists potential funding sources.

8. A committee member asked about connecting Trexler Park and Cedar Park

a. BHB followed up saying that they are looking into a feasibility study on
how to connect the park.

b. WC explained that Trexler Trust is a valuable partner, as their funds are
eligible to be used for appropriate matches to other grant funds.

9. PJ discussed next steps:
e Public Meeting #5 at the end of the month
e Committee Meeting #6 in September

e Draft report due at the end of July for a 30-day review period.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript. Unless
written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within ten days of
issue, the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the official project
record.

Sincerely,
SIMONE COLLINS, INC.
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Toby Levin, RLA
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3. Key Person Interview Notes
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SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

119 EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
PHONE: 610.239.7601 FAX: 610.239.7606
WARVARAS SIMONECOLLINS.COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

. . Project
Project: Recreation, Open Space, & NI;)OJ.eC SC# 22028.10
Parks Plan (CROSP) B
Meeting
. . . March 10, 2025
Location: Microsoft Teams (Virtual) D.ate/ 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM
Time:
KPIl with Allentown arts Issue
Re: organizations Date: April 18, 2025
ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):

Toby Levin (TL), RLA, ASLA

Certified Parks & Recreation Professionals

Kathleen Muller (KM), CPRP

Attendees:

Shannon Fugate (SF), Director, Baum School

Kyle Edwards (KE), Owner, Inkwell.

Jim Higgins, Executive Director, Lehigh Valley Historical Society (LVHS)

Jill Youngken, Assistant Director/Chief Curator/Director Library & Archives, Lehigh
Valley Historical Society (LVHS)

NOTES:
1. TL started the conversation by providing a brief overview of the CROSP.
a. Went over project scope, public engagement and key person interview
efforts thus far, and the remaining project schedule.
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b. Purpose of meeting: Conduct key person interviews for the Allentown
Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan to gather expert
input on improving the parks system and department operations.

c. We want to hear about art organizations’ current experience with the
Parks Dept and any existing or historical collaborations.

SF described the programming history of Baum School.

a. Community visual arts school open to all ages. The location is adjacent to
Arts Park and community programming has focused primarily on events
in the park as well as youth programs e.g. Summer Playground program.

b. They try to connect with outreach and community events when we can.

c. Approximately 3600 people served per year.

KE is owner of Inkwell shared art space in downtown Allentown, vice chair of
Allentown Arts Commission, on the board of the William Allen Arts Alliance,
Arts National Fellow at the Allentown Museum, as well as the steering
committee for the CROSP. Plugged into several communities within the arts in
Allentown.

a. Work with Parks Dept on various projects.

i. Has built parade floats.
ii. Ran children’s art activities for Monday Funday.
iii. Biggest project: Mural installation at the basketball court at
Stevens Park, coordinating with P&R.
iv. Another Parks-involved mural in Fountain Park.
LVHS presents guided tours at county historic sites during the summertime:

a. Flour Mill

b. Iron Furnace

c. The rest of their programming is done at the museum.

. TL asked how well-served the arts organizations are by their partnerships with
Parks Dept.

a. Parks have amenities that could make it easier for arts programs to
operate, e.g. sinks, restroom, waste management and maintenance,
parking access.

i. Baum School parking — 15 spaces (not enough)
b. LVHS has no complaints, not a lot of programs with Park Dept.
i. Partner to put on summer concert at the mill.
ii. Historic sites are county owned, so usually go through the county.

c. Suggestion: continue to activate parks within reasonable walking distance
and work with community members to tailor events at different parks to
meet community need.

d. Parks Dept. has been good to work with, but the City can be difficult to
work with.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

KM asked if there is a specific person at Parks Dept. that you reach out to
when partnering on events?

a. Lucinda Wright, Bryne Heffner-Bair, Veronika Vostinak

b. Priscilla Reyes

c. Mandy Tolino

d. Chris Hendricks

. LVHS does not currently see funding opportunities for partnering more with

the city.
KM asked if there are a lot of murals in Allentown?
a. Yes, there are quite a few.
b. Potentially partnering with Mural Arts Philadelphia.
c. Could be an opportunity to teach and engage young people in the parks.
d. There is a strong arts community in Allentown.

. Baum School is interested in more ways to collaborate with the City:

a. Run free after school programs.
b. Work with tuition programs and give access to financial aid.
KM shared that creative ideas from the arts community would be appreciated
by the Parks Dept staff. How can the arts community and Allentown become
strengthened through collaborations?
a. Baum School is interested in more ways to collaborate with the City:
i. Run free after school programs
ii. Work with tuitions programs and give access to financial aid
iii. Have programs for students in the criminal justice system.
b. Finding ways to collaborate on messaging to the community.
KM asked, do you have programming geared towards students on the autism
spectrum? Community has expressed interest
a. Baum School — yes. Have a partnership with Autism Society of Lehigh
Valley. Limited options for those above high school age. Also have
scholarships and financial aids for students on the spectrum.
b. KE is working to develop a specific program.
KM asked, what would a good partnership with the Parks Dept look like? What
partnership guidelines are important to you? Would a formal agreement
enhance communication?
a. LVHS would like a formal agreement. Already have a formal agreement
with the county.
KE — is there anything more | can do as an artist to assist Parks Dept?
a. Promoting the Parks Dept.
b. Being open to partnerships, finding and presenting grants to Parks Dept.
i. Finding ways to identify funding sources, resources are the biggest
thing.
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14. Any structured work with the Blue Zones movement?

a. KE is currently working with Blue Zones on art installation for an
upcoming event.

b. There is great community interest in health and wellness, could be a
good opportunity in the future.

c. KE is working on projects with United Way, big proponent of aging-
friendly and arts.

Key Takeaways

Arts organizations have existing collaborations with Parks & Rec but see potential for
expanded partnerships, especially around youth programming and special events.
Lack of amenities (restrooms, sinks, parking) in some parks limits programming
capabilities and creates challenges.

Formal agreements and clear communication are important for successful
partnerships.

There's interest in developing more inclusive programming, especially for those with
disabilities.

Potential exists to leverage partnerships for grant funding opportunities.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript.
Unless written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within
ten days of issue, the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the
official project record.

Sincerely,
SIMONE COLLINS, INC.
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Toby Levin, RLA, ASLA
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SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
119 EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
PHONE: 610.939.7601 FAX: 610.239.7606
VAR SIMONECOLLINS. COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

. . Project
Project: Recreation, Open Space, & NI;)OJ.eC SC# 22028.10
Parks Plan (CROSP) B
Meeting
. . . March 11, 2025
Location: Microsoft Teams (Virtual) D.ate/ 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
Time:
KPIl with Allentown Issue
Re: Department of Public Works Date: April 18, 2025
ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):

Toby Levin (TL), RLA, ASLA

Rob Gladfelter (RG), RLA, ASLA
William Collins (WC), RLA, Principal

Attendees:
David Petrik (DP), Deputy Director, Department of Public Works (DPW)
Kyle Sergent (KS), Special Projects Manager, Department of Public Works (DPW)

NOTES:
1. TL started the conversation by providing a brief overview of the CROSP
a. Went over project scope, public engagement and key person interview
efforts thus far, and the remaining project schedule.
2. TL then asked about DPW’s role in the maintenance of park spaces in
Allentown.
a. They deal mostly with anything within the public ROW (streetscape, curb,
sidewalk, street trees, utilities, etc.)
i. Regarding the parks: upgrading sidewalks, street tree installation,
ADA ramps, pedestrian lighting.
ii. They mainly serve a supportive role in the Parks’ capital projects,
as well as maintenance endeavors.
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iii. Providing guidance, drafting solicitations, small-scale construction
documents and plans.
b. Relationship with Parks Department is growing but needs improvement.
. TL asked, at what point do you typically get involved in parks projects?
a. It varies from project to project:
i. Public Works seeks earlier involvement in park projects for better
planning and efficiency.
b. This is the first master planning effort that DPW has been involved in.
. TL asked, how has Parks been involved in your stormwater planning?

a. Currently not really involved at all.

b. Stormwater management presents opportunities for collaboration,
especially in park spaces.

c. Limited current collaboration on citywide stormwater planning.

d. Opportunities exist for integrating stormwater management in park
spaces.

RG shared that Parks now has a sustainability coordinator and asked if there
has been any communication on stormwater planning.

a. Requirements for education.

Need for better communication on stormwater projects and their
benefits.

c. Opportunity for better coordination on SW education

i. DPW has special events for education outreach
ii. Opportunity for self-education for the public along trails and
waterways.
RG — A concern we’ve heard in community meetings is access to parks
(crosswalks, traffic, etc.). Can you speak to safe access at all?

a. SS4A looks at the whole system, but not specifically focused access to the
parks.

b. If there was a high volume of pedestrian accidents near a park, some
things we would look at in that case are park access points, crossing
improvements.

i. We would be working more on the project level compared to SS4A.

c. Active Transportation plan: our goal is an efficient connectivity network
to encourage people to choose alternative transport from their cars.

RG - It is important to consider what tools can we use from SS4A and ATP
reports to add to this plan. Safety and access are key to any successful city
park system.

a. If we look at alternate connections and routes vis a vis trails, a trail
connection can provide a new path to biking infrastructure.

b. Creating more access points.

. WC said, the Percy Ruhe Park master plan presented a lot of opportunities for
in-park stormwater management. We could start to use Percy Ruhe Park
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master plan as a model for broader collaboration between Parks and DPW on
SWM in the city.

a. DP - Anin-park project was the necessary solution at that site to
stormwater management as the park is at the top of the Watershed.

b. WC - The park was built without basic drainage swales, which causes
excess runoff. Stormwater management was cited as a primary reason
for SC’s involvement.

i. The idea was to combine different funding sources into park
improvements. The park’s SWM improvements may contribute to
wider city goals.

ii. Could there be a combo of SWM conveyance and infiltration to
appeal to agencies like PennDOT to seek funding?

1. PDW has not discussed this with Parks yet. We are not sure
what their priority is right now. Seems like maintenance and
a few capital projects.

c. WC - Parknership is trying to focus on capital improvements. Priorities
include trail connection and access, maintenance, and need for a
regulation- sized soccer field. What would be your strategy to engage
with parks and discuss how to combine your resources?

i. This is something that Parks would most likely initiate. There’s a
possibility here, but if we can’t show a benefit to MS4
requirements, it will be difficult to propose SWM projects.

d. DP — Rt 78 presents connection challenges in Allentown.

i. This could be an important criterion when seeking active
transportation funding from PennDOT and other agencies

1. PDW can help when going after this type of funding.
9. RG — Where does PDW come in to assist with park maintenance and
management?

a. PDW typical duties include: snow clearing, trail maintenance grading and
paving, pothole maintenance, storm damage.

b. Public sidewalks, ADA accessibility complaints.

10.WC — Would there be a benefit to set up an annual meeting with Parks to
discuss budgeting?

a. Yes, this would help with better collaboration.

11.RG - What insights does DPW have that could be beneficial to the open space
plan?

a. Recreational Programming — call on DPW for assistance, could be further
enhanced in efficiency, communication.

b. Recreational opportunities — DPW has completed projects that envision
programming but is not fleshed out beforehand, and don’t necessarily
involve parks.

66



c. Itis sometimes difficult to place street trees because of park tree
plantings.
d. There is a need for more public lighting in the parks and on trails.

Key Takeaways

e Public Works seeks earlier involvement in park projects for better planning and
efficiency.

e Stormwater management presents opportunities for collaboration, especially in park
spaces.

e Active transportation planning could improve park accessibility and connectivity.

e Formalized annual meetings between departments could enhance coordination on
projects and maintenance.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript.
Unless written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within
ten days of issue, the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the
official project record.
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SIMONE COLLINS, INC.

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Toby Levin, RLA, ASLA
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SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
119 EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
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VAR SIMONECOLLINS. COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

. . Project
Project: Recreation, Open Space, & NI;)OJ.eC SC# 22028.10
Parks Plan (CROSP) B
Meeting .
Lo . . April 14, 2025

Location: Microsoft Teams (Virtual) D.ate/ 10:00am — 11:00 am
Time:

Re: KPI with Lehigh University Issue April XX, 2025
Date:

ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):

Toby Levin (TL), RLA, ASLA

Pankaj Jobanputra (RG), AICP
William Collins (WC), RLA, Principal
Attendees:

Allen Biddinger (AB), Associate Athletic Director for Facilities and Events, Lehigh
University

Mark Ironside (MI), Chair, Associate Vice President for Auxiliary Services at Lehigh
University

NOTES:

1. TL started the conversation by providing a brief overview of the CROSP and
SC’s public engagement efforts.

a. Went over project scope, public engagement and key person interview
efforts thus far, and the remaining project schedule.

2. TL - Focus of the meeting: learning more about Lehigh’s boathouse facility in
Bucky Boyle Park (BB) and gather additional input on relationship between the
university and the parks department.

a. AB - Close to 30 years facility in BB. Working on facility renovations with
the city.

b. Good relationship with Parks and city services.
Facility houses men’s and women’s rowing program
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i. Typically, they will start up in early September and run in the fall
through early mid-November. Resume in the spring, late February

to early May.
d. Run clinics for different ages over the summer that are open to the
public.
e. Working with the city to run low-cost/free events for community

members.

i. Numbers for rowing are in the teens to twenties, clinics remain
small for safety reasons

ii. Programs on Lehigh campus (basketball, baseball, etc.) have higher
numbers, open to the public (with a fee).

. TL—When is the lease up for renewal?

a. Long-term lease

b. Working with the city on major investment in the boathouse. 10+ year
timeframe

. TL - Looking to expand the facility/program offerings?

a. Do not have the room to expand.

b. Focusing on replacing/renovating existing facility.

. PJ— Do you work with other organizations on programming?

a. Not currently, but open to partnering with the Allentown, Bethlehem on
athletic activities and utilizing student athletes to contribute to programs

i. Building community fan base and increasing engagement.

. PJ - Any thoughts on access or safety of the park facilities?

a. AB —Bucky Boyle: renovations done over the years (lighting, open space)
have made the park much safer and more welcoming.

b. Students typically get to boathouse by carpool, have used university
buses.

. PJ - Regarding Bucky Boyle, what other improvements could improve the

relationship between users and the park?

a. AB - From meetings I’ve attended, there is desire from the community
about adding cameras tied into PD to put people at ease. As the park has
expanded and renos happened, it feels like vandalism has gone down.

. MI - Lehigh has food trucks that we deploy for various community events. Is
there an opportunity to set up food trucks at parks?

a. PJ—That can bring people out to the parks, so that could be a good
opportunity to tie in with park programming.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript.
Unless written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within
ten days of issue, the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the
official project record.

Sincerely,
SIMONE COLLINS, INC.
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MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

. . Project
Project: Recreation, Open Space, & NI;)OJ.eC SC# 22028.10
Parks Plan (CROSP) B
Meeting
. . . March 27, 2025
Location: Microsoft Teams (Virtual) D.ate/ 10:00am — 11:00 am
Time:
KPIl with Allentown Natural Issue
Re: Resources groups Date: April 18, 2025
ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):

Toby Levin (TL), RLA, ASLA

Rob Gladfelter (RG), RLA, ASLA
William Collins (WC), RLA, Principal

Attendees:

Chad Schwartz (CS), Executive Director, Lehigh Gap Nature Center (LGNC)

Kyle Ropski (KP), Chair, Allentown EAC

Kristie Fach (KF), Director of Ecological Restoration, Wildlands Conservancy (WC)

Riley Davenport (RD), Education and Resource Outreach Coordinator, Lehigh Gap

Nature Center

Mary Rooney (MR), Board President, Little Lehigh Watershed Stewards (LLWS)

Janet Roth (JR), CEO, Trexler Trust

NOTES:

1. RG started the conversation by providing a brief overview of the CROSP.
a. Introduced SC’s findings that many parks in Allentown are in riparian
ecosystems. There is an opportunity with the CROSP plan to enhance
natural systems that exist in the parks. We are interested in hearing your
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thoughts and ideas for enhancing partnerships between Parks Dept and
natural resource management groups.
2. MR asked for more information on the City’s current buffer zone management
protocols.

a. The city’s management protocols, such as mowing, are inconsistent and
timing can negatively impact habitat. KF recommended more
intentionality as well as better delineation of areas, e.g. high use vs.
naturalized, and using best practices to manage those areas.

b. RG emphasized the need for education for better understanding among
the community as well as with the City.

3. RG asked if the Parks Dept has ever reached out about partnerships.

a. More than 10 years ago, Wildlands Conservancy held workshops with
Parks staff to discuss buffer maintenance and did a lot of work with
plantings and invasive species management.

i. They have a management plan on file detailing what the roles and
responsibilities would be at each park.

ii. This could be worth revisiting. Park staff needed to be educated
on best practices vs. over-mowing.

b. Turnover and administrative change in the City have led to abandoned
projects and partnerships in the past.

c. LLWS partners with the city on trash collection and stream cleanup.

d. LGNC hears complaints about the streambanks, tries to provide education
for the community. Currently focusing on connecting residents with their
backyard ecosystems.

i. Summer playground partnerships. LGNC goes into all 18 parks
where the program is running and offers environmental education.
ii. Partner with the City and DCNR on Conservation Career days
1. Bird walks, stream demonstrations.

e. Trout Creek is an example of past partnership between Wildlands
Conservancy and Parks Dept. Currently, the City is working with WC and
partners on restoration within the Lehigh Parkway. The previous Trout
Creek project could be a good model for future partnerships

4. RG asked if groups do other programming in the city.
a. LLWS does various displays and events throughout the year
i. Earth Day
ii. Water-based displays
iii. Hydro Mania (water-based field trip for 3"-5t" graders).
5. MR expressed concern about trash at Trout Creek and asked about potential
solutions.
a. RG stated that community engagement is key.
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6. JR asked about the City’s philosophy on trash containers and trash
maintenance strategy.

a. The city’s approach is more trash containers rather than carry-in, carry-
out/leave-no-trace philosophy or education.

i. Educational efforts towards the community should be made.

b. Volunteer community groups for individual parks can help with
maintenance and stewardship.

c. Parks Dept doing what they can but needs more resources from the city.

7. MR suggested a school-age program to address litter in city parks.

a. LGNC does a little bit of this through their educational outreach
programs, willing to share resources with other groups.

8. RG asked how the EAC currently works with the Parks Dept and other natural
resource groups.

a. EAC has a narrow scope as an advisory to city council and city
departments. Can make recommendations and inform on environmental
issues, but have no budget for programming or binding decision-making
capacity.

9. KP would like to see parks optimizing space to balance recreational and
naturalized areas.

a. Carbon sinks, meadows, grasslands could provide valuable ecosystem
services critical to the urban environment. In the face of climate collapse,
these services must be maximized to build resiliency and could
potentially lower maintenance costs for the City.

b. KF talked about new available funding for meadow restoration/creation
and Wildlands’ work with Lehigh and Northampton Counties on these
projects.

c. Naturalization can beautify the parks in addition to providing
environmental benefits. A meadow filled with life is more aesthetically
appealing than a grass field.

10.Homeless encampments in Allentown parks make clean-up efforts difficult as
people are actively living in those areas.

11.WC - Can naturalization/ecological efforts in the park be integrated with
stormwater management BMPs?

a. Allentown parks serve as avenues for linear infrastructure.

i. Opportunities for meadows, low plantings, as trees cannot be
planted over this infrastructure.

ii. Significant sewer upgrades are planned in the next 20 years. There
is a need to coordinate with Parks on these renovations.

b. Wildlands Conservancy is working on a large SWM project in Bicentennial

Park, combining environmental restoration, stormwater management,
and recreation.
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12.RG asked about dam removal and assessment.

a. Thisis important and should be included in the plan. Funding is available
through several grant opportunities. Past work was completed years ago
on dam removal and design planning along the Little Lehigh and Cedar
Creek. This would need to have support through partnerships and would
need to apply for funding in order to be successful.

13.RG - Any final thoughts?

a. Connect the lower part of the greenway for better safety and access.
Bridge (owned by PennDOT?) along the parkway causing erosion and
flooding problems, possible need for replacement.

c. Itisimportant to think long-term for management. Who will be there in 5
years? Will it be maintained? Meadow establishment typically takes a
minimum of five years of intensive management, so this must be
accounted for in the initial investment. If City staff will be responsible for
establishment/maintenance, substantial training will be necessary to
ensure invasive species do not overrun the establishing plantings.

d. Itisimportant to emphasize community education and connection to the
environment.

e. Road salt program has resulted in higher chloride concentration in
waterways and groundwater, need for a recommendation for mitigation.

Key Takeaways
e Improving coordination and education with the city's parks department on best
practices for mowing and maintaining riparian buffers and other natural areas to
support wildlife habitat. Assess stream corridor and open space management and
develop a consistent strategy to delineate stream access, high-use areas, riparian
buffer and meadow management areas, and for timing of maintenance activities.

e Exploring opportunities to convert underutilized lawn areas into more naturalized
meadows and grasslands to increase biodiversity and reduce maintenance costs.

e Addressing issues with homeless encampments in parks that are leading to trash
accumulation and degradation of natural areas.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript.
Unless written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within
ten days of issue, the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the
official project record.

Sincerely,
SIMONE COLLINS, INC.
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SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
119 EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
PHONE: 610.939.7601 FAX: 610.239.7606
VAR SIMONECOLLINS. COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

. . Project
Project: Recreation, Open Space, & NI;)OJ.eC SC# 22028.10
Parks Plan (CROSP) B
Meeting .
I . . April 7, 2025

Location: Microsoft Teams (Virtual) D.ate/ 11:00am — 12:00 pm
Time:

Re: KPI with Allentown Schools :DS:;J:. April 18, 2025

ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):

Toby Levin (TL), RLA, ASLA

Pankaj Jobaputra (PJ), AICP

Attendees:

Ryan Yurchick (RY), Director of Arts and Wellness, Allentown School District
Lynn Tubman (LT), Director of Athletics, Muhlenberg College

Ana Tiburcio (AT), School Board Member, Allentown School Board

NOTES:
1. TL started the conversation by providing a brief overview of the CROSP.

a. Went over project scope, public engagement and key person interview
efforts thus far, and the remaining project schedule.

b. Purpose of meeting: Conduct key person interviews for the Allentown
Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan to gather expert
input on improving the parks system and department operations.

c. We want to hear about art organizations’ current experience with the
Parks Dept and any existing or historical collaborations.

2. PJ - How are student population and enrollment number trending? Are there
plans for expansion or restoration of school recreation facilities?

a. Enrollment holding steady around 16,900 students
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b. Allentown School District can share population projection data with SC
later.
c. New K-8 building on Hanover Ave will have one multipurpose turf field.
d. Grant submitted for improvements to Third Street field near Harrison-
Morton Middle School.
3. PJ - Can you describe the relationship between the City and school district on
usage of parks and how you see that moving forward in the future?
a. Ongoing discussions about Andre Reed Park usage and agreements.
i. School is the primary user of Andre Reed due to proximity.
1. The field has been used by local sports leagues for practices
and games.
2. Ongoing conversations with Parks to designate the school
district has long-term priority.
b. School district also utilizes Bucky Boyle and Trexler Parks.
c. Working Lights On agreement that would provide opportunities for city
youth programs to use school’s indoor spaces
4. PJ - Any plans to enhance access between schools and city neighborhoods?
Where would improved connections be most useful?
a. City exploring speed humps and raised crosswalks near schools.
b. Greatest traffic safety concerns at Trexler, Allen, and Dieruff.
5. PJ — What recreational facilities do students use the most, and where would
you like to see more facilities added?
a. Lack of outdoor spaces and soccer fields highlighted.
b. Need for "mini soccer pitches" in neighborhoods.
c. Underutilized high school swimming pools could address community
needs.
d. Lack of feeder programs due to lack of facilities.
e. Indoor facilities at a premium, especially during academic year.
6. PJ — Are there environmental education programs in place for youth?
a. Potential for expanded environmental education programs.
b. Interest in developing elementary athletics programs.
7. Muhlenberg College offering wrestling program with Parks & Rec.
a. "Mini Mules" program introduces various sports to elementary students.
b. Opportunities for summer camps and clinics, especially utilizing college
coaches.
8. TL asked about Muhlenberg College’s programming and partnership with the
city Allentown School District.
a. Muhlenberg College open to strengthening partnerships with the city and
school district, particularly with athletics.
Existing collaborations include facility sharing with Allen High School.
Potential for joint indoor facility development (e.g., indoor track/multi-
purpose space).
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d. Ripken Foundation mentioned as potential funding partner for multi-
purpose facilities.
9. TL - Are there any other relationships or programming opportunities we
should know about?
a. Enhancing summer athletic programs for Allentown children.
b. Potentially building an indoor athletic space on underutilized city
property.

Key Takeaways

e School district enrollment steady at ~16,900 students; new K-8 building planned with
turf field.

e Opportunities identified for improved pedestrian safety near schools, especially
Trexler, Allen, and Dieruff.

e Need for more recreational facilities, especially soccer fields and indoor spaces.

e Potential to expand environmental education programs through city-school
collaboration.

e Muhlenberg College open to strengthening partnerships for community programs and
facility use.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript.
Unless written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within
ten days of issue, the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the
official project record.
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SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
119 EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
PHONE: 610.939.7601 FAX: 610.239.7606
VAR SIMONECOLLINS. COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

Project: Recreation, Open Space, & :ierOJ.ect SCi# 22028.10
Parks Plan (CROSP) "

Meeting ]

Location: Microsoft Teams (Virtual) Date/ April 15, 2025

. 2:00pm - 3:00 pm

Time:

Re: KPI with Trails organizations Issue April 16, 2025
Date:

ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):

Toby Levin (TL), RLA, ASLA

William Collins (WC), RLA, Principal
Attendees:

Brit Kondravy (BK), Conservation Coordinator, Delaware & Lehigh National Historic
Corridor (DLNHC), LINK Trail Network

Liz Rosencrans (LR), Director of Trails and Conservation, Delaware & Lehigh National
Historic Corridor (DLNHC)

NOTES:
1. TL started the conversation by providing a brief overview of the CROSP and
SC’s public engagement efforts.
a. Went over project scope, public engagement and key person interview
efforts thus far, and the remaining project schedule.
b. We are interested in the experience working with Parks and experience
with Allentown’s trail system as a whole.
2. RG - Interested in hearing about existing and planned trails and connectivity,
existing programming, wayfinding, ebikes, etc.
a. BK—Important to get communities to understand where they can access

the city trails, need for improved signage to guide urban residents to trail
access points.

b. Importance of linking regional facilities to trail systems.
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i. Social media posts on what people can get to from Jordan Creek
Greenway (trail to feature destinations info) were popular.
3. RG — Does D&L do any specific programming or outreach in Allentown?

a. Typically do outreach along the trail, Lehigh Valley Gap presents
challenges.

b. Have done outreach at Stevens Parks through Allentown’s Monday
Funday programming, collecting feedback from residents for Take Action
Campaign on how they want to use trails and nature.

i. Opportunity to connect with community in parks to connect
residents to trails.

c. “Get Your Tail on the Trail” — guided trail walks

d. Have one bilingual staff member, keeping that in mind when considering
outreach efforts.

4. RG — What is your current partnership on programming with Parks Dept?

a. Mandy, Director of Parks, sits on LINK Trail steering committee, get trail
updates through her.

i. Take Action Campaign seeks to get community input, helped linked
us to Monday Funday program.

b. City is a recurring mini-grant applicant through Lehigh Valley Greenways.
Support tree planting and amenities to boost parks and trail systems,
educational programs led by Lehigh County Conservation District in
Allentown parks.

5. RG — How does Parks partner with D&L to activate parks connected to trails?

a. Typically, work with local landowners (the city in this case) to develop
the D&L Trail and provide maintenance via volunteers.

b. D&L’s goal is a 14-mile loop trail in the current Lehigh Valley Gap.

Including residents in trail planning at Overlook Park created enthusiasm.

d. Partnership at Bucky Boyle

i. Lehigh Valley Planning Commission awarded RAISE grant to
develop Riverside Dr. and adjacent trail.
6. RG — Are there ways to improve signage and pedestrian access?
a. Improved wayfinding for both drivers and pedestrians to guide them to
trail access points
i. On-road sighage
ii. Road striping to designate shared use.
b. Improve accessibility and traffic safety.
7. RG - Thoughts on the SS4A plan?

a. Suggestion to use low-traffic roads and alleys for trail connections.

b. Advocate for wider sidewalk/multi-use path or provide bike lanes.

c. Branded signage to help with Allentown + D&L Trail + THE LINK identity.

(@]
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8. WC - Have you discussed working with Parks on infrastructure needs at Canal
Park? Potential partnership project between D&L and the city to make an
accessible trailhead and walkway.

a. DLNHC doesn’t typically initiate projects like that, more so work with
existing developed trails.

i. If the city moves forward with the project, then D&L would be
happy to partner with them.

ii. D&L is interested in conducting an inventory of historic resources
in the Canal Park area.

9. WC - Could the Canal Park project be included under D&L grant funding?

a. DLNHC could work with the city for the planning of trail related facilities,
but cannot lead the project since the City is the landowner

b. Potential for funding partnership between D&L and the city, each has
different funding awards that can be coordinated together.

c. Interested in being an active partner on feasibility studies for these types
of projects.

10.RG — What are your thoughts on E-bikes in relation to trails?

a. Increasing e-bike usage on trails raising concerns about speed and safety,
trail damage. Speeds can be an issue for e-bikes and non-electric bikes
A benefit of E-bikes is increased accessibility for some trail users

c. Some landowners adopting DCNR e-bike policies and posting speed limits

i. No enforcement mechanism for speed limits.

d. Suggestions for pilot programs using lighted speed monitoring signs in
busy areas.

e. Trail etiquette education programs implemented during high-use periods
(e.g., COVID).

11.RG - Any other thoughts or things we should be looking at?

a. Working with the city on co-signage. Looking at how to co-sign so people
understand the larger connection of city spaces to D&L without being
overwhelmed with information.

b. Funding available for a LINK Trail kiosk, looking at Bucky Boyle Park.

Key Takeaways

e |Improved wayfinding and signage needed to connect urban areas to trail systems.

e Canal Park identified as a critical infrastructure project requiring comprehensive
feasibility study.

e E-bike usage increasing; speed limits and trail etiquette education suggested as
management approaches.

e Collaboration opportunities exist between City of Allentown, D&L Trail, and LINK Trail
for cohesive trail development.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript.
Unless written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within
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MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

Project: Recreation, Open Space, & ZI;)OJ.eCt SC# 22028.10
Parks Plan (CROSP) B
Meeting .
. . . April 17, 2025

Location: Microsoft Teams (Virtual) D.ate/ 10:00am — 10:30am
Time:

Re: KPI with Public Safety Issue April 21, 2025
Date:

ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):
Toby Levin (TL), RLA, ASLA
Pankaj Jobanputra (PJ), AICP

Attendees:

John Leonard Il (JL), Sergeant, Community Outreach, Allentown Police

NOTES:

1. TL started the conversation by providing a brief overview of the CROSP and

SC’s public engagement efforts.

a. Went over project scope, public engagement and key person interview
efforts thus far, and the remaining project schedule.

b. We are interested in getting a sense of public safety concerns and what
we can do to facilitate a strong partnership between the Parks Dept. and

public safety.

2. TL - Are there any specific parks that are of concern in terms of public safety?
a. JLidentified Stevens Playground as a park that has been a focus of public

safety concerns recently.

b. The park had been attracting unsheltered individuals who were setting
up temporary shelters, leading to increased garbage, narcotics

trafficking, and other issues.

c. The city has taken steps to address these problems, such as locking the

park at night.
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3.

10.

11.

TL — Are there design elements that contribute to public safety issues?
a. JL provided insights on design elements that can help improve public safety in
parks, such as deterring loitering, ensuring good visibility and lighting.
b. Itis important to create spaces that appeal to a diverse range of users e.g. both
younger and older community members.
i. Franklin Park, Stevens Park examples of parks that don’t appeal to a
wide range of ages.
c. Valania Park is an example of a successful redesign.
PJ — Have you heard any issues of safety or accessibility in Canal Park?
a. Canal Park and Jordan Park invite “outsiders” who do not have a vested
interest in the parks and therefore do not treat them well.
b. This has led to issues like trespassing, music, and even drowning incidents at
Jordan Park due to the open water access.
i. Signs are not a deterrent.
PJ - What are the crimes that are reported most?
a. Vandalism, quality of life, serious crimes are sporadic.
b. Do not see a lot of narcotics issues, but it does happen when there’s a need.
i. Stevens is fenced in, three points of entry, lock park at night, so we do
not see this happening in that park anymore.
PJ — What other things could be introduced to alleviate safety concerns?
a. The use of park rangers to enforce rules.
b. Fencing and closing parks at night, and improving lighting.
PJ — Where are crimes reported the most?
a. JL noted that the highest concentration of crime tends to be in the city's
center, especially along the 2" St corridor.
b. More "quality of life" crimes rather than serious violent crimes.
PJ — Where do you see the most accidents? What types of accidents?
a. Hearing people don’t want to use Jordan Park Greenway, even though it’s well
lit, something could go wrong.
PJ — Are there police at events and gatherings? What is routine at parks? How often
do you patrol?
a. Ifitis a City run event, we are there.
b. |If civilian run, they can request police presence.
c. If nonprofit, usually will setup a table.
PJ — Any concerns with new on- or off-road trails?
a. Great idea, if we build it, community will use it.
b. Makes safer passage, especially for kids, to explore the City.
PJ — What are your thoughts on providing additional pools in the city in relation to
safety?
a. Theis a need for more pools and other recreation spaces, especially in
underserved neighborhoods.
b. JL emphasized the importance of providing these amenities as they can serve as
an "escape" for community members who may not have other options for
cooling off or leisure activities.
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12. TL - Are there cameras set up in the parks?
a. Canal Park cameras are in service.
b. People knowing they are on camera changes things and generally improves
behavior/safety.

Next Steps
. Send crime statistics visualization to Simone Collins team

. Provide pedestrian accident data to Simone Collins team
o Verify operational status of police cameras at Canal Park

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript.
Unless written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within
ten days of issue, the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the
official project record.
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SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
610.939.7601 FAX: 610.239.7606
SIMONECOLLINS. COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

Project: Recreation, Open Space, & ZI;)OJ.eCt SC# 22028.10
Parks Plan (CROSP) B
Meeting .
Location: Microsoft Teams (Virtual) Date/ April 29, 2025
. 3:00pm — 4:00pm
Time:
KPI with City of Allentown Issue
Re: Recreation Date: May 7, 2025
ate:
ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):
Toby Levin (TL), RLA, ASLA
Attendees:

Kathleen Muller (KM), CPRP

Nancy Wilt (NW), Allentown Recreation Board

Rebecca Kiss (RK), Allentown Recreation Board

Ce-Ce Gerlach (CG), Councilmember, Parks and Recreation Committee Chair, City of

Allentown

NOTES:

1. TL started the conversation by providing a brief overview of the CROSP.

a. Went over project scope, public engagement and key person interview
efforts thus far, and the remaining project schedule.

b. Purpose of meeting: Conduct key person interviews for the Allentown
Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan to gather expert
input on improving the parks system and department operations.

2. TL- What is the relationship between the Board of Recreation and the Parks

Department?

a. RK—The Board overs guidance on recreational programming, parks plans

and projects.

i. Recently revamped to include parks specifically.
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ii. We would like to be more involved with the city
iii. Meet once a month besides July and August
b. We have been invited to be involved in parks planning
i. Example: Keck Park skate park, Valania Park, Jordan Skate Park
. TL - Has the Board been involved with the Parknership at all?
a. RK-Simon has attended our meetings, but we have not been involved
thus far
b. NW — Ruffian was at our last meeting and seems enthusiastic to
collaborate
. TL- There are plans to require recreation/open space or fee-in-lieu to new
land development. Do you feel that the Park and Recreation Board has the
capacity to review land development plans to ensure compliance with parks
and recreation goals?
a. NW —This would be beyond the Board’s current expertise and a capacity.
b. Members would like to be involved in the process. We could provide
c. input, but primary review should be done by qualified city staff.

. TL-You’ve mentioned that the Board would like to be more active and

involved. What are opportunities you see to do that?
a. RK—We are interested in maintaining the historical significance of
Fountain Park
b. Jordan Park is another place for involvement. Generally, would like to
better serve communities and parks in the less “flashy” areas of the city.
c. We want to make sure we are meeting current needs while respecting
historical context
. TL- Do you see your role as being representative of the community within the
Parks department? Do you feel the Board has the capacity and diversity to do
that well?
a. RK - Current board does not fully represent all areas and demographics
of the city.
b. We would like to see more diversity in board membership to better
connect with and advocate for different neighborhoods.
i. Two open seats currently
. KM - How do people become part of the Board? Are there members in the 18-
24 age bracket?
a. RK— Members are appointed by the mayor, done via outreach
b. NW —Yes there is one board member in the younger age bracket
i. School board liaison appointed by the Board, not the mayor
. TL—=What is the role of the council Parks and Recreation Committee in parks
planning?
a. CG—We do not play an active role in the planning process. Only notified
about parks planning processes as agenda items or voting matters
b. The council has meetings and communications as needed. We work
primarily with Mandy Tolino.
c. Not sure how seriously the Parks Dept. takes council recommendations
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i. Tying recommendations to legislative changes would help
ii. RK— Agreed. There have been legislative decisions that the board
disagreed with.
1. Would like to see the ban on swimming in city waterways
lifted
KM - Are there programs/activities that you would like to see included in the
comprehensive plan?
a. Expanded and equitable access to swimming lessons and water
recreation
b. "Park ambassador" roles for community members to help maintain and
activate parks
i. RK—This is already happening unofficially
c. "Play Streets" to temporarily close off residential streets for community
play and activities
i. The infrastructure is in place and some elements have been
implemented, just needs to be brought together
d. Ensuring that the introduction of new activities to minority communities
is done by representatives of those communities.
i. Examples: Afros in Nature, Annoni at Trexler Park
e. Community gardens, especially in food deserts, led by community
members
f. Coordinated efforts to support and work with the unhoused population in
parks, rather than just displacing them
i. Historically people have been displaced by cleanup efforts. More
recently there has been less displacement with the cleanups
1. Organizer Riley from Conference of Churches says that
cleanups cannot be solely volunteer dependent, there
needs to be more formal job structure.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript.
Unless written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within
ten days of issue, the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the
official project record.
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SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
119 EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
PHONE: 610.939.7601 FAX: 610.239.7606
\ SIMONECOLLINS. COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

Project: Recreation, Open Space, & ZI;)OJ.eCt SC# 22028.10
Parks Plan (CROSP) B

Meeting .

Location: Microsoft Teams (Virtual) Date/ April 29, 2025

. 1:30pm - 2:30 pm

Time:

Re: KPI with Planning Commission  Issue May 6th, 2025
Date:

ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):

Toby Levin (TL), RLA, ASLA

Pankaj Jobaputra (PJ), AICP
William Collins (WC), RLA, Principal

Attendees:

Mandy Tolino (MT), Director of Parks and Recreation, City of Allentown

Janet Roth (JR), Chief Executive Officer, Harry C. Trexler Trust

Chris Brown (CB), Chair, City of Allentown Planning Commission

Susan Myerov (SM), Director of Environmental Planning, Lehigh Valley Planning

Commission

Geoff Reese (GR), Lehigh Valley Planning Commission

Craig Beavers (CrB), Vice Chair, Allentown Planning Commission

Ruffian Tittmann, Executive Director, The Allentown Parknership

NOTES:

1. TL started the conversation by providing a brief overview of the CROSP.
a. Went over project scope, public engagement and key person interview
efforts thus far, and the remaining project schedule.
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b. Purpose of meeting: Conduct key person interviews for the Allentown

Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan to gather expert
input on improving the parks system and department operations.

2. PJ —This is a long-term plan. What do you think can be done to ensure that
park, recreation, and open space recommendations remain a priority for
future City leadership?

a.

CrB — We would love to see more integration of the plan's outcomes into
the land development and long range planning process through stronger
partnerships between the Parks Department, Planning Commission, and
Planning Bureau
i. More detailed analysis of the plan in Planning Commission reviews
to better implement recommendations

3. PJ-How is recreation currently handled in relation to land development?

a.

CB — No recreation or open space component in current regulations.
Everything is high density or infill type. Institute a mandatory
recreation/open space component in development regulations to require
contributions from developers
i. PJ—we are working with the city on updated SALDO ordinance to
establish a dedicated fund for the fees collected in-lieu of land
dedication, which could be used for acquisition, improvements,
operations, and maintenance
ii. JR—if a developer does land dedication, is there a maintenance
requirement to ease the burden on the city?
1. CrB—The language in the new ordinance includes a
maintenance agreement
GR — An Official Map would help to coordinate land development activity
related to plan recommendations.
CrB — Does the recreation board have review of land development plans
currently?
i. MT - We were recently inserted into the review process, we’re
still developing our approach
ii. CB— Could be worthwhile to establish a commission of Parks and
Rec members to review plans in place of ordinance, looking at
CROSP and determining project compliance, opportunities to
further goals of the Plan

4. PJ - Do you think there are certain corridors or connections we should look at
for improved crosswalks, signage, lighting, and other safety measures?

a.

CrB — | think lot of connections between major corridors, to have key
north-south and east-west connections. That is a major gap that needs to
be addressed. On-road facilities need to be constructed. Bike Plan has
lanes proposed. Ultimate recommendation needs to bring together all
the different plans and initiatives (SS4A, Bike plan, CROSP, etc.) to get an
effective result.
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b.

C.

Should have a dedicated committee or Board spearheading active
transportation improvements
JR — It would be great to have safe connections from neighborhoods to
parks.

i. Jefferson, across MLK, lacks safe crossings.

ii. WC — Trexler Park and Cedar Park corner does not have a final

connection between the parks

PJ — Leveraging the Safe Streets for All (SS4A) plan to enhance
bike/pedestrian infrastructure and safety

5. PJ—Where do you see any safety issues emerging?

a.

WC - Connection to Canal Park, no great way to walk or drive in, both a
safety and access issue

MT — Canal is an important connection

CB — One potential safety area to reevaluate — connections between
Irving Park and State hospital sites. Once residents are constructed there,
lot of demand to get to Irving and HS, having safe access between new
development and Park, especially like Hanover

WC — PW is installing cross walks and curb cuts, there seems to be
priority surrounding parks

CB — We need good enforcement of sidewalk connectivity. We don’t have
luxury of creating new greenways, | think CROSP can reinforce that we
need to keep up our robust streetscape

MT — We have investment in streetscape in Allentown, what is best way
to approach this conversation?

i. CrB—In Palmer, we are fortunate we have volunteer group, they
will do trimming and mowing, whatever way City can improve
streetscape is vital to better connections, walking along this can
feel you’re in a park. Planting more trees, streetscape.

WC — Mayor’s commented on extending park boundary to include
adjacent streets

i. Opportunity to integrate stormwater, transportation, and
ecological improvements via the parks.

6. PJ — What are ways we can reinforce natural resource protection and
stormwater management ordinances?

a.

CrB — Lancaster’s green infrastructure is a good precedent. Amazing
green infrastructure design guideline, improvements over the years are
apparent
i. Developing a green infrastructure design manual for Allentown to
guide new development
SM — Opportunities for training public works staff to maintain
infrastructure, workforce opportunities.
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c. SM — Examples of creating raingarden and other SWM features to help
with parks, especially in urbanized areas, chance to green areas and
capture runoff are important.

7. PJ - Are there facilities, activities or programming you feel should be
considered?

a. CB—we’ve got a declining housing stock, some areas an over-density
problem, parking shortages. Some things for future consideration:
Exploring the conversion of underutilized or blighted properties into
community green spaces or pocket parks, especially in underserved areas

i. PJ—Leveraging vacant lots for community gardens and
programming

b. WC - Overlaying environmental justice areas to prioritize recreation
access in those neighborhoods

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript.
Unless written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within
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MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

Project: Recreation, Open Space, & ZI;)OJ.eCt SC# 22028.10
Parks Plan (CROSP) B
Meeting .
. . . April 30, 2025

Location: Microsoft Teams (Virtual) D.ate/ 12:00pm — 12:30 pm
Time:

Re: KPI with AYOUTH Issue May 5t 2025
Date:

ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):
Toby Levin (TL), RLA, ASLA
Attendees:

Kathleen Muller (KM), CPRP

Eric Rosner (ER), Representative, Allentown Central Catholic Mini Vikings

NOTES:

1. TL started the conversation by providing a brief overview of the CROSP.

a. Went over project scope, public engagement and key person interview
efforts thus far, and the remaining project schedule.

b. Purpose of meeting: Conduct key person interviews for the Allentown
Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan to gather expert
input on improving the parks system and department operations.

c. We want to hear about the youth athletics organizations’ current

relationship/experience with the Parks Dept.

2. ER shared that he represents the Allentown Central Catholic High School Mini
Vikes Football and Cheer Program, which uses Percy Ruhe/Alton Park for their

activities.

a. Football, flag football, and cheer programs offered to youth ages 4-15,

including both boys and girls

3. TL - are there other city fields besides Percy Ruhe/Alton that you utilize?
a. No, all practices and games are at Percy Ruhe.
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4. TL- Who do you work with most closely at the Parks Department?

a. ER —we work with several people in the parks department, including
Chris Hendricks, Mandy Tolino, Christian Bianco with Facilities, up to the
mayor’s office.

5. TL - What is the reservation process like for you?

a. ER -l believe we have priority on reserving the field. The only
competition we have are ancillary football programs, which are not
Allentown resident/programs.

6. TL - Do you provide maintenance?

a. ER—We help keep the park clean and well-cared for as good stewards of
the space, but Parks handles the maintenance.

7. KM - Can you speak a little about the involvement of special needs children in
the youth athletic organizations?

a. ER—We have a decent percentage of these kids in our programs. The
number has increased exponentially over the last several years.

b. Parents typically inform us, which helps us better communicate with
them and meet their needs.

8. KM - is there anything you would like to do or see in terms of programming or
parks design that is not currently happening?

a. ER—a key concern is the lack of AED device on-site at the park. There has
been an ongoing effort to obtain one, as it would provide critical
emergency medical support.

b. Potential locations for the AED:

i. Field house
ii. Snack stand
iii. Can be brought down to the field on game days
9. KM - Thoughts on lighting in the park?

a. ER —Biggest need for lighting is in the parking lot. Outside of that, our

lighting needs are being accurately met.
10.TL — Are there any other design elements that would facilitate your
games/practices at the park?

a. ER— We are overall satisfied with the Percy Ruhe/Alton Park facilities.

b. Paving the track could be a minor potential improvement.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript.
Unless written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within
ten days of issue, the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the
official project record.

Sincerely,
SIMONE COLLINS, INC.
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
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SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
119 EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
PHONE: 610.939.7601 FAX: 610.239.7606
VAR SIMONECOLLINS. COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

. . Project
Project: Recreation, Open Space, & NI;)OJ.eC SC# 22028.10
Parks Plan (CROSP) B
Meeting
Location: Microsoft Teams (Virtual) Date/ May 7, 2025
. 3:00pm — 3:30 pm
Time:
KPI with Community Bike Issue
Re: Works Date: May 28th, 2025

ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):

Pankaj Jobanputra (PJ), AICP
Robert Gladfelter, RLA, ASLA

Attendees:

Adonis Cannon (AC), Franklin Park Program Manager & Cycling Coordinator,
Community Bike Works

NOTES:

1. AC - Interested in connecting youth leadership in the city with planning
efforts at Franklin Park, what goes on in the city. Community Bike Works
(CBW) worked on the recently passed city bike ordinance and is working on a
state ordinance. Youth leaders assessed Franklin Park and what they want to
see going forward. This is something CBW helped work on.

2. AC - Focus is on Madison St.

a. There is a vacant electrical building that could serve as a local base

b. CBW serves over 600 kids per year; we want to make sure we have some
kind of impact.

c. Interested in any way we can be involved in the planning process.
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3. RG — Would be great to have some key points. The park needs a lot of help, it
has blacktop, community garden, and not many spaces for children. How can
we accommodate user group. We want to promote safety. The Active
Transportation Plan will look at how do we make better bike connections.
What do you see kids looking for in other parks, how are they interacting?

a.

AC — Lot of our kids take bikes to Cedar Beach to play basketball. There
are not a lot of courts in the north. Being able to get to parks is not an
issue but more localized basketball courts are needed. Most of our kids
use Franklin Park and Cedar Beach.

Add a mid-block crossing at the big stairs at Franklin Park for better
safety and access.

There is not a central bike station. Maybe add a bike repair station that
the city can maintain or our youth leaders can maintain it.

Paint bike tracks going around the inside of park to encourage people to
spend time in the parks.

. Add a dog waste station with pole and bag.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript.
Unless written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within
ten days of issue, the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the
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SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
119 EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
PHONE: 610.939.7601 FAX: 610.239.7606
VAR SIMONECOLLINS. COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

. . Project
Project: Recreation, Open Space, & NI;)OJ.eC SC# 22028.10
Parks Plan (CROSP) B
Meeting
Location: Microsoft Teams (Virtual) Date/ May 21, 2025
. 1:00pm — 2:00 pm
Time:
KPI with Community Issue
Re: Accessibility Organizations Date: May 28, 2025
ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):
Toby Levin (TL), RLA, ASLA
Pankaj Jobanputra (PJ), AICP

Kathleen Muller (KM), CPRP

Attendees:

Ashley Patete (AP), Accessibility Coordinator, Lehigh Valley Center for Independent
Living

Carmen Bell (CB), Senior Director, Healthy Aging, United Way of Greater Lehigh Valley

Jose Rivera (JR), Community Engagement Coordinator, United Way of Greater Lehigh
Valley

NOTES:
1. TL started the conversation by providing a brief overview of the CROSP.
a. Went over project scope, public engagement and key person interview
efforts thus far, and the remaining project schedule.
b. Purpose of meeting: Conduct key person interviews for the Allentown
Comprehensive Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Plan to gather expert
input on improving the parks system and department operations.
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2.

c. We want to hear about the community and accessibility organizations’
current relationship/experience with the Parks Dept.

TL - How do your organizations currently collaborate with the Parks Dept.?

a. JR—we recently started working with the city, work with Red Cross,
Salvation Army, city disaster professionals.

b. Starting to participate in the city events like Monday Fundays and Movies
at the Park, signing people up for the Code Red app, fire safety
education.

c. CB - Working with the Planning Commission and others to identify and
improve dangerous intersections. We talked to the mayor regarding the
Parks and Trails, want to encourage people to be outside and active. How
can we make sure parks are accessible for older adults?

i. We have connected with local artist Kyle Edwards to be involved in
the Stevens Park mural project.

1. We want to get older adults and seniors involved in the
planning and implementation of the project.

ii. We want to be involved with the Parks Committee to bring the
perspective of older adults, people with disabilities, etc. in the
community.

d. AP — We do Fishing in the Parks (day of accessible fishing). We do site
surveys to see how accessible spaces are, mostly we try to show up and
be present to be that voice of accessibility.

i. We have 51% rule, 51% of our people and Board members are
people with disabilities. Parks Dept. is very accessible.

ii. We’ve been involved in Planning, particularly financials.

. KM — Who is your main contact person within the Parks Department?

a. United Way’s main contact person is Lucinda. CB most recently spoke to
Ruffian Tittmann with the Parknership and feels they can also reach out
to Mandy.

b. AP — Unsure who the main contact is for LVCIL. The assistant executive
director is on a committee involved with the City.

PJ — Does United Way organize community health walks in Allentown?

a. CB - United Way is not necessarily doing this, but certain groups have
walks, e.g. St. Luke’s, AARP, walks with the mayor, D&L’s Get your Tail on
the Trail, etc.

b. Trying to figure out how to expand these and get more opportunities to
get out. Working on social networking and community outreach.

. PJ — What segments or connections should we look at that would be most

beneficial for safer and efficient access for kids and seniors? What additional
safety features do you think are needed?
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a. CB - Hanover County Park: right off Irving St, no connection between trail
and community, D&L is trying to make that connection happen.

b. Lehigh Valley Parkway: people want to walk their dogs there, but it is
difficult to get to that park safely. There are a lot of intersections, and
the surrounding roads are heavily traveled, it is not safe for pedestrians.

c. Fountain Park: there is a lot of traffic on MLK Drive, can only park on one
side, not everyone obeying the speed limit, not safe.

d. AP — Not a specific park, but we know on street accessible parking is
difficult, sometimes curb ramps/sidewalks not maintained, what started
as accessible space doesn’t get you to park

e. AP — General accessibility with regard to parking: not always close to the
park, lack of curb ramps, sidewalks not maintained.

6. PJ — What parks and rec sites are the most accessible?

a. AP —Ones with the poured or macadam surface are typically very
accessible.

i. We have program called Community Inclusion for Young Children,
creates guides for parents with children with accessibility needs. It
may be worth reaching out to her.

b. CB — How people are parking and the location of the parking in relation
to pavilion, or any other activity.

i. Alton Park: you have a huge lot, if you can park closer to stairs.

ii. Mack Pool

iii. Cedar Beach: has a lot, but not enough parking so a lot of people
park on street. Same issue at the Rose Garden.
iv. Bucky Boyle: Some accessibility concerns, parking area at Pump
Place is okay, but accessibility is difficult on the other side of the
park near the basketball courts.
7. PJ—What do you think needs to be added or included to make playgrounds
more accessible?

a. AP - Surfacing; wheelchair accessibility for both children and caretakers

8. PJ— What are any concerns you have regarding natural resources and the
protection of habitat and waterways?

a. Incorporate nature education for the community

b. CB — Adding signage to parks

9. KM - Given nonprofit status, if City saw grant between $2500-25,000 to
implement programs, could your agencies apply knowing they have access to
community and ability to manage grant?

a. CB—1think we would be delighted to be co-grantees. We have to look at
grant amount, look at timing and expertise, what number makes sense
for this to happen. Always interested in partnering, must work with all
parties concerned. Look at projects, what needs to be done, let’s find a
place to partner.

b. AP —LVCIL is open to discussing this.

10.PJ - any additional senior housing developments being planned in the city?
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a. CB -8th and Walnut and smaller apartment buildings, County working
with PC to identify areas

b. JR—think last thing was 15th St, 55+ community building, 10 apts. for
residents with special needs. City Center and other developers inviting
groups.

Key Takeaways

e United Way is collaborating with Parks & Rec on fire safety education at
community events

e Accessibility issues persist, including parking, pathways, and playground
equipment

e Organizations expressed interest in partnering on grant applications, with
caveats on grant size and management

e Suggestions for improved educational signage and programming on
nature/wildlife in parks

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript.
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SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
119 EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
PHONE: 610.939.7601 FAX: 610.239.7606
\ SIMONECOLLINS. COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

Project: Recreation, Open Space, & ZI;)OJ.eCt SC# 22028.10
Parks Plan (CROSP) B
Meeting
. . . May 28, 2025
Location: Microsoft Teams (Virtual) D.ate/ 11:00 — 11:30am
Time:
KPIl with Friends of Allentown |
Re: Parks >sue May 28th, 2025
Date: !
ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SC):
Pankaj Jobanputra (PJ), AICP
Robert Gladfelter, RLA, ASLA

Attendees:

Rosaria Stoops (RS), Executive Director, Friends of Allentown Parks

NOTES:

1. PJ - What do you see is the mission of the Friends of Allentown Parks (FoAP)?
a. RS- We have been around for 18 years, formed out of the Trexler Trust,
proposed to stakeholders in the community. The original mission was 4
pillars: bring people, educate people, fundraise for projects and
memorial tree programs. Parks used to do that before FOAP was created,
but FOAP has dropped this fourth pillar. Moving forward, our plan is to
kick off things like big projects that P&R recommends that we fundraise

for, also going back to educational programs.

b. I am the only employee at the organization. We run on a small budget,
invest most of our money into the community
c. Most of our funds come from fundraising.
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i. We recently received over $100,000 in a bequest, which prompted
the organization to hire an executive director.

d. The bequest was just to work within our mission.

e. Currently we are helping with smaller projects, in the past we raised a
couple million for the covered bridge to be renovated. Right now, we
have money raised to do something in the Rose Garden. We raised this
money. People in the past have donated to us for a specific park, when
P&R needs something, they will ask if they donated specific funds.

f. Helped fund and expand programs, like Yoga in the Park

2. PJ -you mentioned one program working with yoga in the parks. What are
some of the other specific programs?

a. Blues, Brews and Barbeques coming up, sponsoring BBQ tasting,
sponsored the American Heart Association Walk, so people could sign up
for free, having training walks through all the parks, for Good Shepherd,
helping with Garden Gala, helping with Keck Park, for their food pantry.
Back in winter time, we did the first tree lighting at the Rose Garden,
organized a painting project, for painting some different areas,

3. PJ - Besides programming, are you involved in upgrades or project operations?

a. Mandy wanted me to wait for operations or upgrades, wanted to see
what assessment came out to be.

4. RG - How is your group different than, let's say, the Trexler Trust? How do you
see Friends of Allentown Parks fitting in with the new Parknership?

a. RS —Trexler Trust is different in that they have a lot of money. They give
out grants to people, whereas we don’t give out actual grants but further
the reach of what is happening in the parks. | would love to do all the
programs, but that is not feasible. With the way City does permitting, you
can have one large event per day in the parks, if an event is happening at
one park, you can’t have one in another park. Right now, this is the best
way to do new things.

b. As for the Parkership, we’ve done a lot of talking with Janet, it seems like
their goal is to do large projects all the time, | see us more doing
programming than large projects. We will take donations. We could give
to the Parknership. | see us working together as opposed to against each
other, so | see us doing the programming aspect and working alongside
Parks and Rec. Almost every neighborhood has its own neighborhood or
park association, I’'m joining most of these so Parks and Rec doesn’t have
to get in touch with them.

5. RG —You’re bringing up other groups, all these groups are doing different
things. I’'m interested in hearing how you work with other groups, maybe
Friends of Allentown Parks can be a coordinator with other groups?
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a.

RS — Some neighborhood groups already work together, they invite each
other to their events and are respectful when they have events to not to
book on same day.

i. The permitting part of P&R could be clearer.

6. PJ—Where do you see the most need for additional programming, and what
type(s) of programming?

a.

Sincerely,
SIMONE COLLINS, INC.
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

We always did educational programming. Partnered with the DaVinci
Science Center and would like to bring that out to the parks.

P&R did put out Yoga Fest schedule, only in 3 parks.

| think there needs to be buy in from partners. The whole approach
should encompass not just Allentown but the Lehigh Valley, something to
think about when we’re marketing. There needs to be accountability and
benchmarks for the partners to ensure everyone is meeting standards. It
is good that we continue to have meetings with shareholders, maybe
twice a year to keep reevaluating and keep improving.

RG - Have you been working with other programs like the Lehigh
Conservation District? Are you looking to create those kinds of
partnerships to strengthen these types of programming?

i. RS—1I've developed connections and relationships in the Lehigh
Valley, having done fundraising for 20 years, | also serve on 13
boards. Connected with most partners, had conversations.

ii. Have heard from local professors that they would like to do talks
and walks. Insect walk was a popular thing. Parks Summer Camps
share a building with FoAP, | want to work with them and make
camp more educational, so bringing these people to them, like
Wildlands, Davinci and the insect professor, bring to the people in
the parks.

RS — I am here to execute what you guys come up with. If all of us
nonprofits work together, we can accomplish more. Allentown is rich in
money and resources. | can help find the money. Really excited for you
to complete the job.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript.
Unless written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within
ten days of issue, the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the
official project record.
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Toby Levin, RLA, ASLA
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SIMONE COLLINS

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE
119 EAST LAFAYETTE STREET NORRISTOWN, PA 19401
PHONE: 610.939.7601 FAX: 610.239.7606
VAR SIMONECOLLINS. COM

MEETING NOTES

Allentown Comprehensive

Project:  Recreation, Open Space, & :ilrsj_ed SC# 22028.10
Parks Plan (CROSP) "
Meeting
. . . June 11, 2025
Location: Microsoft Teams (Virtual) Date/ 9.30pm — 3:00 pm
Time:
Re. KPI with Valley Mountain Bikers :;ZttJS June 19, 2095

ATTENDEES:

Simone Collins (SO):

Pankaj Jobanputra (PJ), AICP
Robert Gladfelter, RLA, ASLA

Attendees:

Louis Mazzante (LM), President, Valley Mountain Bikers

NOTES:

1. PJ provided background on the CROSP project and the three parks under master
planning (Bucky Boyle, Fountain, and Roosevelt). Emphasized goals around
safety, access, and inclusivity across the park system.

9. PJ - Can you tell us a little bit more about Valley Mountain Bikers and what you
do in the area?

a. LM —VMB is a 20-year-old organization promoting mountain biking access
in the Lehigh Valley, active in 7 regional parks. Partners with Community
Bike Works and the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Cycling League (PICL) and
helps with infrastructure and youth events.

b. VMB’s youth programming focuses on community events (e.g., Easter egg
hunts) and supports groups like Little Bellas (girls mountain biking
program) and Pennsylvania Interscholastic Cycling League. They do not run
in-house youth programs but provide infrastructure and event support.
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3. PJ - Can you talk more about the educational component?

a. LM —It’s limited. Our primary focus is on trail development and
stewardship and hosting events and building community around that.

4. RG — Asked about areas of Allentown where trail access could benefit the
community most.

a. LM — Allentown lacks formal mountain bike infrastructure; currently no
dedicated mountain bike access in city parks aside from Salisbury Walking
Purchase Park, which is aging, overgrown, and not beginner-friendly.

b. Some areas of opportunities:

i. South Mountain area: City-owned parcels could connect to existing
trails.

ii. Salisbury Walking Purchase Park: Needs revitalization to improve
access, safety, and usability.

iii. Lehigh Parkway: Could integrate mountain biking (e.g., linear trail
segments).

iv. Pump Tracks / Skills Parks: Small footprint facilities can serve youth
and “wheelie kids.” Cited success in Emmaus; none currently exist
in Allentown.

v. Tech Park and Easton’s Hackett Park: Could serve as models for
practice facilities for youth leagues like PICL.

5. PJ noted the potential for a recreational economy linked to biking—bringing
visitors, supporting local businesses, and promoting city livability. Suggested
mapping trail networks like Philly’s Circuit Trails.

a. LM —VMB is open to a mountain biking feasibility study to identify needs,
gaps, and opportunities across Allentown.

b. National models for urban trail-based recreation and economic
development: Bentonville, AR; Duluth, MN; Chattanoosga, TN

c. VMB is connected with regional bike organizations like BAMBA and
SAMBA and regularly shares best practices. Cited successful trail
development in Reading and Harrisburs.

6. RG - How do you g0 about connecting youth to trails, including those farther
from city centers?

a. LM acknowledged batrriers like transportation; suggested working with
Community Bike Works, which has limited busing capacity but interest in
local practice trails. Emphasized need for “ladder” of trail access—from
pump tracks to technical trails.

7. RG suggested looking at parks like Cedar Creek or Little Lehigh for trail or pump
track integration. South Mountain and Lehish Mountain Park offer large green
spaces but currently lack formalized access.

a. LM — Lehigh Mountain Park has ~12 miles of trails (all on uplands), with
~180 acres of undeveloped lowlands. Cited access issues, dumping, and
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parking concerns at Constitution Drive trailhead. Recommends revisiting
the Lehigh Mountain Park Master Plan (—~2008-2009) to identify parcels for
expanded access and trailhead development.

This report represents the Professional’s summation of the proceedings and is not a transcript.
Unless written notice of any correction or clarification is received by the Professional within

ten days of issue, the report shall be considered factually correct and shall become part of the
official project record.

Sincerely,
SIMONE COLLINS, INC.
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Toby Levin, RLA, ASLA
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Appendix

4. Public Opinion Survey Results
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City of Allentown Open Space & Recreation Plan

Q1 Generally, how often do people in your household visit parks in the City

of Allentown?

Answered: 1,929  Skipped: 3
Never .
Everyday -
Several days
per week
Once per week -
Several days
per month
Monthly .
Several days
annually
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Never 5.24%
Everyday 13.79%
Several days per week 36.39%
Once per week 10.26%
Several days per month 18.46%
Monthly 6.48%
9.38%

Several days annually

TOTAL

1/193
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City of Allentown Open Space & Recreation Plan

Q2 If you answered 'Never' in Question 1, what are the primary reasons
that you DO NOT visit parks in the City of Allentown?Select all that apply.

Answered: 519  Skipped: 1,413

Lack of
restroom
facilities/c...

Feelings of

personal safety

Other (please
specify)

Lack of
amenities

Lack of shade

Inadequate
parking area

Nothing of
interest to me

Inability to
access by
walking

Physical

limitations

Inability to
access by bike

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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City of Allentown Open Space & Recreation Plan

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Lack of restroom facilities/comfort amenities 38.54%
Feelings of personal safety 36.22%
Other (please specify) 25.05%
Lack of amenities 20.62%
Lack of shade 19.65%
Inadequate parking area 12.91%
Nothing of interest to me 12.72%
Inability to access by walking 7.71%
Physical limitations 5.01%
Inability to access by bike 4.43%
Total Respondents: 519
# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE
1 n/a 6/26/2025 8:17 AM
2 N/a 6/25/2025 3:52 PM
3 Too many dogs, some off leash. We have a fear of dogs. 6/18/2025 8:56 AM
4 | visit it 6/11/2025 9:52 PM
5 N/A 6/11/2025 1:19 PM
6 Need basketball courts, nice playground and rest area 6/11/2025 6:09 AM
7 The parks should have more lightings 6/9/2025 8:29 PM
8 N/a 6/9/2025 5:34 PM
9 Na 6/8/2025 6:08 PM
10 N/A 6/8/2025 3:46 PM
11 We go to Dorney or cedar beach 6/8/2025 2:06 PM
12 Lack of no pool for the kid to go an have fun in close buy are a water park for them to get wet 6/8/2025 2:06 PM
an cool off instead they are on the streets getting into trouble an getting high an doing drugs an
drinking everyday
13 There are families that come every day and take over everything or thugs are theremaking it 6/8/2025 1:04 PM
unsafe . Another parks to be taken over
14 Didn’t answer never 6/8/2025 8:28 AM
15 A lot of trash for the kids 6/7/2025 4:28 PM
16 The large homeless population presents a significant challenge. The unsanitary conditions, 6/7/2025 3:51 PM
including the presence of needles, create safety concerns for pedestrians, especially those
with young children and animals.
17 Location is far 6/7/2025 11:16 AM
18 Deberian tener mas cosas para los nifios para q se diviertan 6/7/2025 11:04 AM
19 | visit Allentown parks frequently 6/7/2025 10:39 AM
20 | love going to the park 6/7/2025 10:08 AM

3/193
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21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51

52
53
54
55
56
57

City of Allentown Open Space & Recreation Plan

Lack of cleanliness

Loud music

| don’'t not choose never

| didn't answer never

By

Park hours

No stuff for kids under 5 years old
None

N/a

To close to a busy street

Not applicable

It's a dump

Dirty, ghetto and very ] staff
Drugs,violence, gangs

Gangs ghetto people

i

Time to bring back high diving boards and cold water to the pools and shower rinse instead of
this warm water and the pools should be bigger, and even have bigger slides

| still go but safety is a worry

Not too many places to take kids too

| didn't answer never

People have ruined it and make it not enjoyable

Lack of swimming pool options

SOME TIMES CROUDED

We need more park so they don't get so crowded

No pools near me

Most are not wheelchair accessible

Play park

I did not answer Never. | answered Several times a week
There is a safety concern but my kids need outside time
Fountain pool should be reopened.

This park should be made a bigger pool, a bigger playground and a little spray park for the
community for the children to come play. Enjoy their self. There is too many people in town.
We need more nice parks with pool and water parks.

| visit

| go everyday
not clean

Not safe

N/a

Pool at my complex

4/193

6/7/2025 7:41 AM
6/7/2025 7:26 AM
6/6/2025 11:02 PM
6/6/2025 10:36 PM
6/6/2025 10:03 PM
6/6/2025 8:02 PM
6/6/2025 7:46 PM
6/6/2025 7:46 PM
6/6/2025 6:03 PM
6/6/2025 5:30 PM
6/6/2025 5:12 PM
6/6/2025 5:10 PM
6/6/2025 5:04 PM
6/6/2025 4:42 PM
6/6/2025 4:38 PM
6/6/2025 4:05 PM
6/6/2025 3:42 PM

6/6/2025 3:23 PM
6/6/2025 3:15 PM
6/6/2025 2:55 PM
6/6/2025 2:29 PM
6/6/2025 2:28 PM
6/6/2025 2:05 PM
6/6/2025 2:01 PM
6/6/2025 1:57 PM
6/6/2025 1:39 PM
6/6/2025 1:37 PM
6/6/2025 1:26 PM
6/6/2025 1:24 PM
6/6/2025 1:23 PM
6/6/2025 1:16 PM

6/6/2025 1:13 PM
6/6/2025 1:08 PM
6/6/2025 1:04 PM
6/6/2025 12:56 PM
6/6/2025 12:54 PM
6/6/2025 12:36 PM
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59
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65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73

74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93

City of Allentown Open Space & Recreation Plan

No pool / spray park
Lack of access to creeks

| used to visit canal park daily, but do to unhoused people specifically one mentally disturbed
woman it was more aggravating

Even though | did not answer question 1 with never I still have input.....NOT SAFE SHOULD
ADD PATROL OR SOMETHING

Parque aerosol
Too crowded

Needs more outdoor activities to do for kids families even for special occasions or family
events

Just weather problems

Too far away to drive

| did not answer "never" in question 1

Jdmkd

noisey

Safety. My children were threatened as little kids at cedar beach for their hoverboards.
| haven’t had any time due to work

Homeless people living in Jordan meadows park

mplease make sure the heat is turned off at the Trexler Park restrooms. | was told that they
were on and hot in women's restroom. | am not sure about the men's.

Not applicable

Lots of garbage in parks ...

Scary and loud bad behavior

Safety concerns

Loud music

| visit parks

I work for Parks

n/a. | do visit them

Not enough benches along paths to sit not enough garbage cans
Grass/grounds are in horrible condition

People swimming in the water.

More places for dining and refreshments

PLEASE JACKSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Parks are filthy with webs and bugs

Loud music all the time not an enjoyable place to be

Schedule

Adult doing weird things all of the time, or gang always in the park
Dirty

N/A

N/A
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6/6/2025 12:35 PM
6/6/2025 12:26 PM
6/6/2025 12:25 PM

6/6/2025 12:21 PM

6/6/2025 12:15 PM
6/6/2025 12:08 PM
6/6/2025 12:08 PM

6/4/2025 4:18 PM
6/3/2025 8:09 PM
6/3/2025 8:09 PM
5/29/2025 8:16 PM
5/27/2025 5:49 PM
5/19/2025 2:22 PM
5/18/2025 2:57 PM
5/16/2025 10:53 AM
5/16/2025 10:44 AM

5/15/2025 6:28 PM
5/13/2025 2:48 PM
5/12/2025 4:49 PM
5/12/2025 11:24 AM
5/12/2025 8:12 AM
5/12/2025 8:03 AM
5/12/2025 6:34 AM
5/11/2025 10:04 PM
5/10/2025 10:26 AM
5/10/2025 10:04 AM
5/9/2025 11:30 PM
5/9/2025 1:11 PM
5/6/2025 4:18 PM
5/6/2025 2:11 PM
5/5/2025 1:40 PM
5/1/2025 9:46 PM
5/1/2025 3:49 PM
5/1/2025 3:13 AM
5/1/2025 12:04 AM
4/30/2025 11:40 PM
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95
96
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98
99
100
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103

104
105
106
107
108
109

110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
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123
124
125
126
127
128
129

City of Allentown Open Space & Recreation Plan

People TRASHING THE PARKS!

Lack of time, beautiful parkspace

Na

People use it as a smoking, drinking, & drug area

Parking lots not being monitored, people using parking spaces as personal parking.
They are dirty and full of garbage and violence!

Valania is behind my house. We can’t go over without someone talking crap like they own the
park. These men have tables chairs even sometimes a grill and sink. Most days sun up until
10/11 at night. Drinking, smoking and yelling.

| go several times a month
Distance

The parks needs more planned activities for the kids to enjoy during the summer. Also, provide
police officers to ride on their bikes for safety purposes.

Distance from home

High grass near the water it sucks to even go fishing at some spots look at mall
Time

Gun shooting trump

Inability to access with a stroller

It would be nice to have a skatepark nothing crazy at a lot of these parks not just a big one
right by the busiest streets and highways

Park neglected
Neglect of park facilities

Allentown PD are-

not enough Benches to rest

Todjjjjij and dangerous

Not wheelchair friendly with flat and stable surfaces and access
Just don't feel safe for my daughter to play there

I work in Allentown but live in Tamaqua.

Turf Fields or Grass for football practicing.

| access parks regularly

Upkeep

idk

Want to simply walk my dog and too many do not follow the rules.
| live outside of Allentown and have access to other parks, too
Cleanliness

Lack of bike trails to get to the parks.

Disc golf course maintenence

Broken playground, grafitti, crowded

| do not live in Allentown. | work in Allentown.
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4/30/2025 10:29 PM
4/30/2025 8:04 PM
4/30/2025 7:50 PM
4/30/2025 7:42 PM
4/30/2025 7:36 PM
4/30/2025 7:35 PM
4/16/2025 5:52 PM

4/15/2025 4:10 PM
4/15/2025 3:30 PM
4/15/2025 3:20 PM

4/15/2025 2:57 PM
4/12/2025 12:50 AM
4/11/2025 3:33 PM
4/4/2025 4:31 PM
4/3/2025 7:59 PM
3/17/2025 8:01 PM

3/3/2025 2:47 PM
2/20/2025 12:59 PM
2/10/2025 6:04 PM
1/9/2025 12:57 PM
1/8/2025 1:34 PM
12/30/2024 5:02 PM
12/30/2024 4:10 PM
12/19/2024 9:46 AM
12/17/2024 11:48 AM
11/18/2024 3:24 PM
11/17/2024 8:44 AM
11/17/2024 12:01 AM
11/16/2024 2:29 PM
11/15/2024 3:04 PM
11/14/2024 5:27 PM
11/14/2024 4:54 PM
11/14/2024 11:58 AM
11/14/2024 10:41 AM
11/14/2024 9:40 AM
11/14/2024 5:07 AM
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City of Allentown Open Space & Recreation Plan

130 Disc golf course is poorly maintained 11/13/2024 6:33 PM
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City of Allentown Open Space & Recreation Plan

Q3 In you answered 'Never' in Question 1, what are the primary reasons
that you DO NOT patrticipate in Allentown programs or rent facilities in the
City of Allentown?Select all that apply.

Answered: 449  Skipped: 1,483

Nothing of]
interest to me

Feelings of
personal safety

Lack of
restroom
facilities/c...

Lack of shade

Inability to
access by
walking

Inability to
access by bike

Inadequate
parking area

Cost

Programs/pavili
ons signups

fillup too...

Lack of
amenities

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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City of Allentown Open Space & Recreation Plan

ANSWER CHOICES

Nothing of interest to me

Feelings of personal safety

Lack of restroom facilities/comfort amenities
Lack of shade

Inability to access by walking

Inability to access by bike

Inadequate parking area

Cost

Programs/pavilions signups fill up too quickly
Lack of amenities

Other (please specify)
Total Respondents: 449

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)

1 n/a

2 N/a

3 | visit it

4 N/A

5 Na

6 N/A

7 We go to Dorney or cedar beach

8 Going to park never stop me

9 N/A

10 Location is far

11 Participo siempre y cuando no sea peligroso
12 | visit Allentown parks frequently

13 My family an | enjoy going the park specially in the summer
14 Unclean/litter/people who don't respect community
15 | don’'t not choose never

16 Not enough advertising information

17 No time

18 Equally

19 Noise pollution

20 N/a

21 Don't know how to rent parks

22 Not applicable

9/193

RESPONSES

20.27%

28.51%

28.73%

0.00%

7.13%

0.00%

13.59%

22.94%

16.48%

18.71%

15.81%

DATE
6/26/2025 8:17 AM

6/25/2025 3:52 PM
6/11/2025 9:52 PM
6/11/2025 1:19 PM
6/8/2025 6:08 PM
6/8/2025 3:46 PM
6/8/2025 2:06 PM
6/7/2025 7:26 PM
6/7/2025 11:32 AM
6/7/2025 11:16 AM
6/7/2025 11:04 AM
6/7/2025 10:39 AM
6/7/2025 10:08 AM
6/7/2025 7:26 AM
6/6/2025 11:02 PM
6/6/2025 8:02 PM
6/6/2025 7:59 PM
6/6/2025 7:46 PM
6/6/2025 6:40 PM
6/6/2025 6:03 PM
6/6/2025 5:53 PM
6/6/2025 5:12 PM
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25
26
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31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41

42
43
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55
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57

City of Allentown Open Space & Recreation Plan

Too many events culturally specific

m

Everything thing is - , the only place to go to in Allentown is panera bread
Safety

People have ruined it and make it not enjoya

No pools near me

Nothing to do but walk and no play ground

There is either too many people everything's taken up it's packed. It’s crowded not a lot of
options to do at the park sometimes feel like there could be a lot more for families to come
together to be at a park real quick and there be a pool spray park playground nice Walking area
walking trail you know

|

| got everyday

not clean

N/a

Busy

No pool or spray park

Parque aerosol

Too far to drive

| did not answer "never" in question 1

Homeless people living in Jordan meadows park

I think we the (City Parks) can capitalize by setting kiosks and selling energy drinks, water and
natural juices in our park. Almost a really nice and clean place that might eventually turn into a
nice small restaurant to like Central Park in NYC. and many other across the country.

Not applicable

N/A

Loud music

| work for Parks

N/A

Grass to high along creek at Cedar Park cant see creek for peace n serenity
Grass/grounds in horrible condition

Loud music all the time not an enjoyable place to be
Schedule.

N/A

N/A

Ma

Parking is not enforced in park lots.

To many unattended minors

Unaware of where to receive information

| go several times a month
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6/6/2025 4:14 PM
6/6/2025 4:05 PM
6/6/2025 3:42 PM
6/6/2025 3:23 PM
6/6/2025 2:29 PM
6/6/2025 1:57 PM
6/6/2025 1:37 PM
6/6/2025 1:16 PM

6/6/2025 1:14 PM
6/6/2025 1:08 PM
6/6/2025 1:04 PM
6/6/2025 12:54 PM
6/6/2025 12:36 PM
6/6/2025 12:35 PM
6/6/2025 12:15 PM
6/3/2025 8:09 PM
6/3/2025 8:09 PM
5/16/2025 10:53 AM
5/16/2025 10:44 AM

5/15/2025 6:28 PM
5/12/2025 7:02 PM
5/12/2025 8:12 AM
5/12/2025 6:34 AM
5/11/2025 10:04 PM
5/10/2025 10:26 AM
5/10/2025 10:04 AM
5/5/2025 1:40 PM
5/1/2025 9:46 PM
5/1/2025 12:04 AM
4/30/2025 11:40 PM
4/30/2025 7:50 PM
4/30/2025 7:36 PM
4/30/2025 7:35 PM
4/16/2025 10:32 AM
4/15/2025 4:10 PM
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No lived in Allentown

knowledge of what programs are available

Park neglect

Neglect of facilities

Allentown PD are lunatics

no enough notice ... newspaper has AFTER program happened.
not wheelchair friendly with flat and stable surfaces and access
Too far to drive

too busy

| access parks regularly

Time

| do not live in Allentown. | work in Allentown.

Poor disc golf maintenance
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4/11/2025 11:12 PM
4/9/2025 10:30 AM
3/3/2025 2:47 PM
2/20/2025 12:59 PM
2/10/2025 6:04 PM
1/9/2025 12:57 PM
12/30/2024 5:02 PM
12/19/2024 9:46 AM
12/13/2024 9:42 AM
11/18/2024 3:24 PM
11/17/2024 8:44 AM
11/14/2024 9:40 AM
11/14/2024 5:07 AM
11/13/2024 6:33 PM
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Q4 Indicate which parks/recreation sites in the City of Allentown you/your
household have visited within the last year.Select all that apply.

Answered: 1,558  Skipped: 374

Cedar Beach
Park

Lehigh Parkway

Rose Gardens

Trexler
Memorial Park

Lil'-Le'Hi
Trout Nursery

Cedar Beach
Pool

Bucky Boyle
Park

Cedar Creek
Parkway

Jordan Park
D&L Trail
West Park

Arts Park

Trout Creek

Mack Pool

Keck Park

Canal Park

Fountain Park

Andre Reed Park
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City of Allentown Open Space & Recreation Plan

Alton Park

Irving Pool

South Mountain
Reservoir

5th Street
Spray Park

Allentown
Municipal Golf
Course

Roosevelt Park

Valania Park

Joseph S.
Daddona Lake
and Terrace...

Percy Ruhe Park
Franklin Park
Jordan Meadows

Stevens Park
ol

d
Fairgrounds/5th
St. Playground

East Side
Reservoir

Other (please
specify)

Ithaca Playlot
Keck Triangle

Kimmet's Lock

South Street
Playlot

Jackson Stree

t
Community Park

Walden Terrace
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Playlot ™

Benton Street
Playlot

Meadow

Wire Mill |
Arboretum

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Cedar Beach Park 72.27% 1,126
Lehigh Parkway 52.76% 822
Rose Gardens 46.79% 729
Trexler Memorial Park 44.80% 698
Lil'-Le'Hi Trout Nursery 35.49% 553
Cedar Beach Pool 34.60% 539
Bucky Boyle Park 31.26% 487
Cedar Creek Parkway 30.94% 482
Jordan Park 30.42% 474
D&L Trail 23.23% 362
West Park 22.27% 347
Arts Park 21.95% 342
Trout Creek 20.22% 315
Mack Pool 18.04% 281
Keck Park 15.85% 247
Canal Park 15.79% 246
Fountain Park 15.60% 243
Andre Reed Park 14.70% 229
Alton Park 14.57% 227
Irving Pool 14.57% 227
South Mountain Reservoir 12.77% 199
5th Street Spray Park 10.78% 168
Allentown Municipal Golf Course 10.72% 167
Roosevelt Park 10.65% 166
Valania Park 10.65% 166
Joseph S. Daddona Lake and Terrace (Union Terrace) Park 10.59% 165
Percy Ruhe Park 9.24% 144
Franklin Park 7.57% 118
Jordan Meadows 7.45% 116
Stevens Park 6.74% 105
Old Fairgrounds/5th St. Playground 6.48% 101
East Side Reservoir 5.46% 85
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Other (please specify)

Ithaca Playlot

Keck Triangle

Kimmet's Lock

South Street Playlot

Jackson Street Community Park

Walden Terrace Playlot

Benton Street Playlot

Wire Mill Meadow Arboretum

Total Respondents: 1,558
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24
25

OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)
Trexler Middle School field

Grange

Allentown Park across from Museum
Dixon Street Dog Park

The pools

S Howard and Keck St. park next to the Speedway
The river

Emmaus pool summer pass

Jordan Parkway

None, don't have time

Parking authority is a fraud

Arts Walk Pocket Park

Linden berg park grange park

Union terrace park

Non

Midway Manor

Roes garden pavilion

None

Covered Bridge Park

We travel outside of the city to use parks due to the mayor, turning the city into a dangerous

Outside of Allentown
Hamilton Park playlot, off of Ott St.
Midway Manor

Lekker
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3.72%
2.89%

2.76%

2.31%

1.99%

1.73%

1.67%

1.28%

1.09%

DATE
7/6/2025 4:27 PM

6/26/2025 6:55 AM
6/25/2025 7:51 PM

6/19/2025 11:55 AM

6/11/2025 9:54 PM
6/11/2025 7:37 PM
6/8/2025 2:09 PM
6/8/2025 1:38 AM
6/6/2025 9:18 PM
6/6/2025 8:00 PM
6/6/2025 7:46 PM
6/6/2025 7:33 PM
6/6/2025 4:32 PM
6/6/2025 4:16 PM
6/6/2025 3:43 PM
6/6/2025 2:07 PM
6/6/2025 2:00 PM
6/6/2025 1:58 PM
6/6/2025 1:01 PM
6/6/2025 12:35 PM

6/6/2025 12:35 PM
6/6/2025 12:12 PM
6/6/2025 12:11 PM
6/6/2025 12:08 PM
5/29/2025 8:16 PM
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Not safe

Ty

Dixon st Dog park at Mack blvd.

union terrace
Walking Purchase Park

Jackson

Heritage fly fishing only section.

Union Terrace

Midway Manor
Midway Manor
Midway Manor park
Midway Manor Park
Dixon Street Dog Park

We do a lot of that

Somewhere where the Allentown PD can get actual legal training to not harass citizens.

Bucky Boyl
Dog Park by Mack Pool

Hamilton playlot

Arts Walk and Union & West End Cemetery
Jordan Creek Greenway and Union Terrace

don't know the names of the other 3 parks (near giant in trexlertown), near lehigh parkway with

small playground too

None. We travel 15 minutes in any direction away from the |l

Resilience Park

Muhlenburg Elementary School
Midway Manor Park

Midway Manor park

Dixion St Dog Park

bear creek

Midway Manor Park

Midway Manor Park

DIXON STREET DOG PARK

Dixon Street Dog Park

17 /193

5/24/2025 3:31 PM
5/23/2025 8:56 PM
5/15/2025 4:47 PM
5/13/2025 3:45 PM
5/12/2025 9:45 AM
5/6/2025 4:21 PM
5/4/2025 4:52 PM
5/2/2025 11:32 AM
5/1/2025 4:42 PM
4/30/2025 7:00 PM
4/17/2025 4:44 PM
4/15/2025 4:02 PM
4/15/2025 2:53 PM
4/7/2025 12:09 PM
3/9/2025 7:26 PM
2/20/2025 1:02 PM
2/14/2025 11:39 AM
2/4/2025 10:54 AM
1/25/2025 10:14 AM
1/11/2025 7:11 AM
1/9/2025 1:00 PM

1/8/2025 6:21 PM
1/8/2025 1:35 PM
1/6/2025 12:02 PM
12/17/2024 11:50 AM
12/4/2024 9:34 AM
11/24/2024 9:32 AM
11/19/2024 5:52 PM
11/15/2024 4:42 AM
11/14/2024 9:29 PM
11/14/2024 4:57 PM
11/14/2024 8:03 AM
11/14/2024 7:41 AM
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Q5 For what purpose(s) do people in your household visit park/recreation
sites in the City of Allentown?Select all that apply.

Answered: 1,542  Skipped: 390

City of
Allentown Parks
& Recreation...

Other programs
& events

Youth sport
leagues

Adult sport
leagues

Pick-up sports
(baseball,
softball,...

Walking/Jogging
/Hiking

Dog walking

Dog park

Birding
Enjoy/Explore/E
xperience
nature

Bike Riding
Exercise
Relaxation

Fishing
Playground
Splash pad
Basketball

Tennis

Pickleball
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Disc golf

Golf

Pavilion rental

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

City of Allentown Parks & Recreation programs & events 28.60% 441
Other programs & events 14.72% 227
Youth sport leagues 15.43% 238
Adult sport leagues 6.29% 97
Pick-up sports (baseball, softball, basketball, etc.) 11.28% 174
Walking/Jogging/Hiking 65.11% 1,004
Dog walking 32.81% 506
Dog park 7.52% 116
Birding 8.24% 127
Enjoy/Explore/Experience nature 42.35% 653
Bike Riding 26.65% 411
Exercise 49.94% 770
Relaxation 51.30% 791
Fishing 12.52% 193
Playground 39.82% 614
Splash pad 18.94% 292
Basketball 16.99% 262
Tennis 3.89% 60
Pickleball 3.50% 54
Disc golf 5.19% 80
Golf 4.28% 66
Pavilion rental 13.75% 212
Other (please specify) 8.69% 134

Total Respondents: 1,542
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OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY)
Swimming

Wildlife photography
Summer Band Concerts!
volunteering

Swimming

Pool

The pool

Pools

Swim

Swimming pool - why is that not here?
Pool

Roller skating

Taking the kids

Fresh air and to meet/talk to people and socialize
Swimming

volleyball ball

Nothing

Diving

No pets, no kids, no interest
Medal detecting

Parking authority is a fraud
Pool

Pictures

Take grandkids to play
Swimming pool in summer
Pokemon go

Playground

Play volleyball

Summer Concerts in the Parks
Pool

Swimming

Metal detecting

I just happen to live here
Walks

Swimming

Disc golf

Soccer

20/193

DATE

6/30/2025 3:11 PM
6/28/2025 8:19 AM
6/26/2025 8:47 AM
6/25/2025 7:51 PM
6/23/2025 8:16 AM
6/19/2025 4:03 AM
6/11/2025 9:54 PM
6/9/2025 8:30 PM
6/8/2025 12:28 PM
6/7/2025 9:29 PM
6/7/2025 6:43 PM
6/7/2025 6:42 PM
6/7/2025 11:58 AM
6/6/2025 10:36 PM
6/6/2025 10:21 PM
6/6/2025 10:14 PM
6/6/2025 9:48 PM
6/6/2025 9:21 PM
6/6/2025 8:00 PM
6/6/2025 7:53 PM
6/6/2025 7:46 PM
6/6/2025 7:40 PM
6/6/2025 6:35 PM
6/6/2025 6:26 PM
6/6/2025 5:14 PM
6/6/2025 5:11 PM
6/6/2025 5:10 PM
6/6/2025 4:49 PM
6/6/2025 4:30 PM
6/6/2025 4:22 PM
6/6/2025 4:21 PM
6/6/2025 4:16 PM
6/6/2025 3:43 PM
6/6/2025 3:40 PM
6/6/2025 3:28 PM
6/6/2025 3:24 PM
6/6/2025 3:16 PM
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65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
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74

Handball
Kids park
Swimming
Swimming

Swimming

City of Allentown Open Space & Recreation Plan

Dek Hockey up until recently

Bbgs and family events.

Family Picnic
Pool

Soccer
Swimming

Pool

Free senior programs
For the kids
Pool

Swimming
Personal events
Swimming
Fishing

Pool or spray park

Awesomefest Volleyball

We don’t too many needles and bums

We just enjoy the parks

Football/cheer
Skate park

Pool

Swimming in the clean rivers and being one with nature principles of living off the grid and

disconnecting from the online world

roller skating; picnics

LVRR events

Pull ups on monkey bars

Lekker

Skating

Dixon Street dog park
swimming pool

Art inspiration

To visit |Jij memorial tree. It's the one right in front of the parks and rec office ||l

West Park concerts

21/193

6/6/2025 3:10 PM
6/6/2025 2:56 PM
6/6/2025 2:43 PM
6/6/2025 2:29 PM
6/6/2025 2:29 PM
6/6/2025 2:25 PM
6/6/2025 2:13 PM
6/6/2025 2:00 PM
6/6/2025 1:58 PM
6/6/2025 1:49 PM
6/6/2025 1:42 PM
6/6/2025 1:41 PM
6/6/2025 1:40 PM
6/6/2025 1:38 PM
6/6/2025 1:05 PM
6/6/2025 1:03 PM
6/6/2025 12:57 PM
6/6/2025 12:56 PM
6/6/2025 12:56 PM
6/6/2025 12:36 PM
6/6/2025 12:35 PM
6/6/2025 12:35 PM
6/6/2025 12:35 PM
6/6/2025 12:30 PM
6/6/2025 12:12 PM
6/6/2025 12:11 PM
6/6/2025 12:11 PM

6/4/2025 11:21 AM
6/4/2025 6:25 AM
6/4/2025 12:28 AM
5/29/2025 8:16 PM
5/28/2025 9:36 AM
5/20/2025 11:16 PM
5/18/2025 6:40 PM
5/17/2025 9:02 AM
5/14/2025 7:36 PM

5/13/2025 6:51 PM
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Soccer

Fresh air, open space

swimming; work

Employment

Swimming

No pickle ball courts

JACKSON ELEMENTARY. BEHIND LOUIS A RAMOS.
Gathering Qi

Swimming

| don;t visit the park as there is Loud music all the time not an enjoyable place to be

Fly fisbing

Walking the trails.

water access (kayak, canoe, etc.)
rowing on the lehigh

Water sports

Swimming

Rowing, paddle boarding

Work events

Family get together and parties
Photography

To get out of the house

Swimming

Swimming

Nature connection . | love Jordan Creek
roller skating

Soccer

Social aspect - guided recreation in groups on river and trails
Swimming

Planning for project at Roosevelt Park
Kayaking, Rowing

walking meetings

Yes | think so

Bad people

Skateboarding

Skating

Somewhere where the Allentown PD can get actual legal training to not harass citizens.

To go see the cube artwork installation

Mountain Biking
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5/12/2025 8:39 PM
5/12/2025 1:19 PM
5/12/2025 8:49 AM
5/12/2025 6:35 AM
5/11/2025 11:23 PM
5/10/2025 10:28 AM
5/6/2025 4:21 PM
5/5/2025 4:36 PM
5/5/2025 1:55 PM
5/5/2025 1:41 PM
5/4/2025 4:52 PM
5/2/2025 6:02 PM
5/1/2025 7:21 PM
5/1/2025 1:32 PM
5/1/2025 9:26 AM
5/1/2025 8:21 AM
5/1/2025 8:18 AM
5/1/2025 7:12 AM
4/30/2025 11:24 PM
4/30/2025 9:44 PM
4/30/2025 8:13 PM
4/30/2025 7:36 PM
4/30/2025 7:06 PM
4/30/2025 6:36 PM
4/21/2025 1:52 AM
4/17/2025 4:44 PM
4/16/2025 11:55 AM
4/15/2025 5:34 PM
4/15/2025 2:59 PM
4/15/2025 1:37 PM
4/9/2025 10:31 AM
4/7/2025 12:09 PM
4/4/2025 4:32 PM
3/17/2025 8:04 PM
3/14/2025 1:00 PM
3/9/2025 7:26 PM
3/6/2025 11:48 PM
3/6/2025 10:50 PM
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Stream cleanups and tree plantings
School Trip

Skateboarding

swimming

pool use

Horseback riding.

None

Family get together
Swimming at Cedar Beach pool.

Art Spaces

Ecological examination

Concerts

Concerts, seasonal and holiday events
Playground

Summer bands

Enjoying lunch at the pavilion at Cedar Creek Parkway
Music

softball

yoga

Sr swim @ cedar, allentown band at west park, Art in the park
No interest reason safety

LINBERG PARK
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3/5/2025 9:47 AM
2/21/2025 12:55 PM
2/4/2025 10:54 AM
2/3/2025 4:17 PM
1/27/2025 3:32 PM
1/10/2025 12:38 PM
1/8/2025 1:35 PM
1/1/2025 3:15 PM
12/30/2024 5:33 PM
11/18/2024 5:54 PM
11/15/2024 9:32 AM
11/14/2024 7:48 PM
11/14/2024 7:40 PM
11/14/2024 7:14 PM
11/14/2024 4:30 PM
11/14/2024 3:40 PM
11/14/2024 3:15 PM
11/14/2024 11:24 AM
11/14/2024 11:16 AM
11/14/2024 9:22 AM
11/14/2024 8:46 AM
11/14/2024 8:03 AM
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Q6 How do you typically travel to park/recreation sites in the City of

Allentown?

Answered: 1,255  Skipped: 677

Walk

Bike

Car

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Walk 44.22%

Bike 14.74%

Car 88.37%

Other (please specify) 2.55%

Total Respondents: 1,255

# OTHER (PLEASE SPECIFY) DATE

1 Bus 6/11/2025 7:51 AM
2 Lanta Metro bus 6/9/2025 3:01 AM
3 Go outside the city 6/8/2025 3:56 PM
4 Motorcycle 6/6/2025 11:07 PM
5 Car 6/6/2025 10:35 PM
6 Flying 6/6/2025 4:42 PM
7 Uber 6/6/2025 4:25 PM
8 Bus 6/6/2025 3:49 PM
9 Bus 6/6/2025 1:42 PM
10 Wheelchair 6/6/2025 1:40 PM
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185

1,109
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Uber

|

Uber

We use all methods depending on the availability
Bulletproof vest

Bus

Jdkd

Skate

Run (for exercise)

Never

Would love to bike if roads were safe.

Bus

Don't take my car often due to lack of parking.
Bus

Bus

We do all three, but car is most common

Bike, but | generally do so while enacting free speech, which | believe is illegal in Allentown

run
Run
Dont
bus

LANTA
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6/6/2025 1:39 PM
6/6/2025 1:14 PM
6/6/2025 12:46 PM
6/6/2025 12:43 PM
6/6/2025 12:41 PM
6/6/2025 12:09 PM
5/29/2025 8:20 PM
5/28/2025 9:48 AM
5/18/2025 3:29 PM
5/15/2025 5:17 PM
5/12/2025 12:27 PM
5/11/2025 10:09 PM
4/30/2025 7:43 PM
4/16/2025 10:48 AM
4/15/2025 5:38 PM
4/15/2025 3:51 PM
3/9/2025 7:34 PM
2/3/2025 4:23 PM
1/13/2025 10:08 AM
1/8/2025 1:42 PM
11/14/2024 10:20 PM
11/14/2024 3:18 PM
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Q7 From a traffic safety perspective, how comfortable do you feel biking or
walking in the City of Allentown?

Answered: 1,242  Skipped: 690

Very
Comfortable

Comfortable

Neither
Comfortable or
Uncomfortable

Uncomfortable

Very
Uncomfortable

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

. Biking . Walking

BIKING WALKING TOTAL RESPONDENTS

Very Comfortable 33.20% 93.08%

163 457 491
Comfortable 35.65% 86.96%

205 500 575
Neither Comfortable or Uncomfortable 66.49% 65.16%

250 245 376
Uncomfortable 77.19% 43.86%

308 175 399
Very Uncomfortable 81.29% 47.84%

226 133 278
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Q8 If you marked "Uncomfortable" or "Very Uncomfortable" in the previous
guestion, please explain why.

Answered: 504  Skipped: 1,428

RESPONSES DATE
There are not enough sidewalks for bike users and lack of fixing the roads. 6/30/2025 7:16 PM
It seems many drivers in Allentown view traffic rules, signs, and signals as mere suggestions 6/30/2025 3:18 PM

and not state law.

Not nearly enough dedicated / protected bike lanes - especially connective trails between 6/30/2025 11:00 AM
outdoor locations / parks.

Not enough bike lanes. 6/29/2025 8:09 PM

Drivers are frequently distracted e.g., on their cell phones, and frequently speed well beyond 6/28/2025 8:32 AM
the speed limit e.g., 45mph on a street with 25 mph speed limit directly adjacent to a park and

neighborhood. Two deer were hit and killed in a single week this year on this road - Parkway

Blvd. At 25mph, accidents can be avoided and are much less likely to be deadly. Similarly,

drivers speed and drive carelessly throughout the city. An elderly couple was killed walking in

the west end on a street with a 25mph speed limit and their are commonly people driving 40-

45mph on the same road where the couple were killed (Chew St).

Not safe, cars speeding and not following traffic signs. Dogs loose in the parks and not on 6/28/2025 4:19 AM
leashes.
Traffic and speeding cars 6/27/2025 3:51 PM

More pedestrian crossing signs should be placed , especially from rose garden to cedar beach. 6/27/2025 12:18 PM

Traffic can be a problem with how fast they are moving, not enough distance between the bike 6/27/2025 8:17 AM
and the cars. Also there has been recent work done by UGI all over the city and the re patch
job they did is horrible, one wrong move and your bike and me are on the ground.

10 The number of dangerous drivers and the severe lack of traffic enforcement by APD 6/26/2025 8:50 AM

11 most car drivers aren't doing the 25mph required through residential areas also most drivers 6/26/2025 8:23 AM
don't fully stop at the stop signs

12 Biking in close traffic appears dangerous. Biking around the park areas can be comfortable. 6/25/2025 8:01 PM

13 Only uncomfortable in the summer. So many outsiders that picnic and swim especially in the 6/25/2025 7:31 PM
Parkway. There is no patrol to fine these people.

14 No one obeys traffic laws, there is a plan to improve but it's yet to be implemented 6/25/2025 1:15 PM
15 no dedicated bike lanes 6/25/2025 9:02 AM
16 | like to go on long runs, so | like running from Trexler Park to Cedar Creek Park. | wish there 6/24/2025 3:01 PM

was a better pedestrian connection that connected the two parks across the Cedar Crest Blvd
and Broadway/Parkway Blvd intersection.

17 It's very unsafe to ride a bike and walk around in many parts of the city. In the parks we 6/23/2025 8:57 AM
almost always feel safe.
18 Cars speeding. Rolling through stop signs. Cars do not share the road. 6/19/2025 8:56 PM
19 No bike lanes that | know off. Traffic 6/16/2025 6:39 PM
20 Drivers in Allentown are crazy. 6/13/2025 1:14 PM
21 The park’s feel like a safe place to walk, but the streets are not 6/12/2025 1:59 PM
22 Some streets in Allentown don’'t have sidewalks or the side walks are not made for bikes or 6/12/2025 11:13 AM
136
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just ppl to walk pass on

Cars hit bikes and kill people frequently

Do not feel safe

Lack of signage, proper directions, shade trees, etc.

Streets are tight most aren't big enough for two let alone a bike lane. And if it was someone
would double park

Nothing is safe anymore .

Safety

Dangerous

Lack of side walks and bike lanes. Side walks are in really bad shape.

People drive crazy with no caution to others

People drive crazy OR people on the street car calling.

Speeding cars not caring if bikers

Due to crazy drivers

| see how people drive and it is not safe to walk

No proper marking or separate routs for biking

Not enough dedicated bike lanes

Safety reasons

Because 75% of the city of allentown is first generation drivers and don’t obey traffic laws
Scared to get hit by a car

How people drive my son al ready almost get hit by cars and a city car too walking to school

Wreckles driving is the new normal around here. Not safe at all and that's just a reality of the
situation

No bike paths, having to take highly traveled roads to get to bike trails

I am a runner. | gave up running in Allentown after dealing with the sidewalks and, even worse,
reckless drivers. | was then hit by a car while walking in a crosswalk. Finally, | was screamed
at by a driver who had to slow down on Turner and 16th when crossing Turner to the park with
my elderly parents. It was at the corner and a legal pedestrian crossing, but because it isn't
marked, the driver felt we weren't allowed to cross. I've lived in several major cities and easily
feel less safe here as a pedestrian or bicyclist.

Speed limits around cedar beach are way too high, too many lanes, and there’s a lack of cross
walks.

We have to worry about being hit in cross fire shooting if we're walking the streets now and
days.

Don't feel like there’s parks that are close to me that are in the areas | would want to be
Don't feel safe in certain parts of the city
Have to be on alert, especially with Kids.

Lack of proper bikes lanes anywhere mean | am either sharing the road with vehicles that go
way too fast or riding on extremely poorly maintained sidewalks trying to avoid pedestrians.

| live near Roosevelt and a bunch of times | go to walk my dog around it. | almost got hit by a
car walking and driving at the 3 way stop sign. Where people run the stop signs on Filmore.
Believe me Allentown cops could make good money there giving out tickets.

Around 3pm-6pm it is no secret that Allentown tends to become "lively" unfortunately some
people have to ruin this wonderful chance at evening life by taking advantage of the chaotic
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6/11/2025 9:47 PM
6/11/2025 8:56 PM
6/11/2025 8:11 PM
6/11/2025 7:51 AM

6/10/2025 10:52 PM
6/10/2025 2:33 PM
6/10/2025 9:12 AM
6/9/2025 10:24 PM
6/9/2025 7:46 PM
6/9/2025 7:06 PM
6/9/2025 2:26 PM
6/9/2025 10:23 AM
6/8/2025 3:56 PM
6/8/2025 12:36 PM
6/8/2025 11:09 AM
6/8/2025 9:18 AM
6/8/2025 9:11 AM
6/8/2025 3:09 AM
6/8/2025 1:53 AM
6/8/2025 1:46 AM

6/7/2025 10:29 PM
6/7/2025 9:38 PM

6/7/2025 9:24 PM

6/7/2025 8:24 PM

6/7/2025 7:50 PM
6/7/2025 7:48 PM
6/7/2025 7:18 PM
6/7/2025 7:04 PM

6/7/2025 5:47 PM

6/7/2025 4:28 PM
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traffic period for their own agendas. The city without limits appears to mean to some people
that even the speed limits and violent assault crimes fall under that category. Making it difficult
for others to enjoy fresh air and sun either by themselves or with their loved ones. A lot of the
time it happens at parks or bus stops because it is a public space. It's gotten a smidgen better
when it comes to certain areas of town.

Y
Cars do not care about bike riders and often get angry at rides on the street. No bike lanes

There are no lanes for biking and certain busy streets prohibit you from biking on the side walk
(like Hamilton st). If you cannot safely bike on neither the street itself nor the side walk, how
are you suppose to bike?

Some people drive like idiots- too fast, they don't stop at stop signs.
Lack of crosswalks and stoplights in suburban areas around Allentown.
Drivers are not vigilant of pedestrians or bikers. Unsafe areas
Reckless drivers. No bike lanes

Too much traffic

A lot of residents do not respect stop signs or traffic lights. Bike lanes are blocked most of the
time with cars double parked

Los conductores no les importa las personas que transitamos por las calles y las malas
condiciones en algunas areas son parte del problema.

Safety concerns

The people who drive around town often don’t stop at the stop signs or run the red light. Even
driving | almost got into an accident.

It's a lot irresponsible drivers
So much traffic!
Traffic

People drive like idiots (crossing street to get to Trout creek park is always the worst- | don’t
drive over because | live across the street)

Safety

Cars are speeding too much lately.
Crazy drivers

The speed and carelessness of drivers
Speeding and careless drivers

La gente te ve y no te seden el paso

| feel like there should be some more bike lanes especially to travel from one town to the next
like if we wanted to bike to work we could

N/a
Crime rates have been spiked and even rising the public bus is scary.

Crossing streets get a little dangerous. Not sure if drivers are going to stop and allow people to
Ccross streets

| feel comfortable in Allentown
Safety the main issue.
Not safe to ride bikes and in some areas to walk.

Not all parks have bike poles to chain them up.
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6/7/2025 3:58 PM
6/7/2025 3:58 PM
6/7/2025 2:49 PM

6/7/2025 1:09 PM

6/7/2025 12:23 PM
6/7/2025 11:32 AM
6/7/2025 10:57 AM
6/7/2025 10:56 AM
6/7/2025 10:33 AM

6/7/2025 10:31 AM

6/7/2025 10:24 AM
6/7/2025 10:18 AM

6/7/2025 10:06 AM
6/7/2025 9:07 AM
6/7/2025 8:36 AM
6/7/2025 8:01 AM

6/7/2025 7:46 AM
6/7/2025 7:31 AM
6/7/2025 7:25 AM
6/6/2025 11:52 PM
6/6/2025 11:47 PM
6/6/2025 11:41 PM
6/6/2025 11:10 PM

6/6/2025 11:07 PM
6/6/2025 10:58 PM
6/6/2025 10:57 PM

6/6/2025 10:35 PM
6/6/2025 10:11 PM
6/6/2025 10:09 PM
6/6/2025 10:09 PM
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City of Allentown Open Space & Recreation Plan
| don't feel safe biking around here. Not enough safe bike lanes and people aren't very
courteous to bikers
Frequent car accidents everywhere, distracted drivers
Crime

Due to the way people drive throughout the city. Speeding and running through stop signs and
red lights.

Not everywhere has safe biking routes

Too many narrow roads plus it's annoying for the rest of traffic having to slow down especially
when there can be lots of double parked cars in the street

The people I've had to deal with.

Safey

The people make it scary, homeless, desperately asking for stuff as you walk thru the city.
Sometimes traffic is too crowded

Prefer bike/walking trails to ride bikes rail trails, etc. Do not like sharing road with cars.
People drive crazy.

Crime in some areas

Drivers don't respect bikers nor pedestrians laws

| dont ride a bike

People who drive don't respect anymore to many hit and run

Safety at times in and around the parks

No bike lanes, cars unaccustomed to sharing road with bikes, cars driving very fast
Traffic not stopping at stop signs or double parked

The sidewalks are unsafe with bumps, cracks, and unexpected missing pieces. To cross the
street it’s often unsafe when cars are going too fast and not respecting stop signs.

Reckless Driving, People do not obey traffic laws.

Dirty and unsafe, addicts and garbage every where

Untimed lights make it hard to cross

Roadways are filled with aggressive drivers

Biking in designated parks is fine but there are not many bike lanes in the city
Depending on where in Allentown there is heavy traffic and reckless driving.

Cars and motorists are reckless drivers, and do not care to see someone on a bicycle.

Uneven sidewalks and feeling unsafe with the amount of people are either strung out on drugs
or homeless in the city

Reckless drivers. No bike lanes. People do not obey stop signs. Speeding.
When biking there are no biking lanes in Allentown.

Not enough bike lanes for travel

To much traffic

Safety and health issues

Sometimes there's some shady characters hanging out on these places. Smoking and doing
things that might prevent me for staying there longer than | should.

To much crime rates in the city’s that’'s going up
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6/6/2025 9:58 PM

6/6/2025 9:54 PM
6/6/2025 9:52 PM
6/6/2025 9:36 PM

6/6/2025 8:52 PM
6/6/2025 8:51 PM

6/6/2025 8:43 PM
6/6/2025 8:42 PM
6/6/2025 8:42 PM
6/6/2025 8:29 PM
6/6/2025 8:23 PM
6/6/2025 8:17 PM
6/6/2025 8:08 PM
6/6/2025 8:08 PM
6/6/2025 8:06 PM
6/6/2025 8:00 PM
6/6/2025 7:56 PM
6/6/2025 7:55 PM
6/6/2025 7:17 PM
6/6/2025 7:16 PM

6/6/2025 7:01 PM
6/6/2025 6:55 PM
6/6/2025 6:42 PM
6/6/2025 6:40 PM
6/6/2025 6:34 PM
6/6/2025 6:31 PM
6/6/2025 6:25 PM
6/6/2025 6:17 PM

6/6/2025 6:12 PM
6/6/2025 6:11 PM
6/6/2025 6:02 PM
6/6/2025 6:00 PM
6/6/2025 5:41 PM
6/6/2025 5:39 PM

6/6/2025 5:34 PM
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| think Allentown is a very dangerous city to bike ride. There are still many roads with alot of
traffic, that are wide enough to have bike paths but don't. Especially in center city and parts of
south side. The most dangerous aspect of biking in the city is other drivers in there vehicles
not being courteous to bicycle riders, speeding and cutting bicycle riders off.

N/A

safety reasons.

N/A

Getting robbed or stabbed

People are reckless in Allentoen city. To have a good hiking or walk better go to parks
Crime, fear of burglary, protection from harm to myself and when out and about without a guy
Too much ghetto people

Safety concerns

The crime and traffic in areas as well as walk-ability in areas.

Crime

Lack of safety in our streets

Never know what people are gonna do next

cars arent respecting signs or lights

city,and if | would beat the daylights out of one of them the police would arrest me
for defending myself

| am comfortable wherever | go
Crowded streets, u familiar neighborhoods
Biker race near most parks and alot of cars too but not as much as bikers and dirt bikers

Not enough cross walks and traffic calming measures. Just crossing my own street is
terrifying.

People drive recklessly in Allentown. To ride a bike is such a risk of being hit by a car.
Feel unsafe with certain crowds of people

| feel that it is too dangerous.

No cameras or safe call boxes

Too many harmful people, homeless, never feels safe at night

Disobedience of traffic rules, signs, lights by automobile and truck drivers. Constantly.
N/A

Want the pool back

Because laws are not enforced by the cops and people drive like idiots

Some nearby neighborhoods have a bad reputation for safety/crime

N/A

The drivers aren't paying attention, lack of crosswalks on some roads

Speeding

People dont watch out for bikers

Gun violence. Mugging

Its uncommon. No bike lanes. People are so disrespectful due to no laws to respect bikers are
being enforced. Some streets don't even have sidewalks to walk on.
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6/6/2025 5:25 PM

6/6/2025 5:16 PM
6/6/2025 5:14 PM
6/6/2025 5:14 PM
6/6/2025 5:13 PM
6/6/2025 5:01 PM
6/6/2025 4:46 PM
6/6/2025 4:42 PM
6/6/2025 4:41 PM
6/6/2025 4:22 PM
6/6/2025 4:19 PM
6/6/2025 4:16 PM
6/6/2025 4:10 PM
6/6/2025 4:00 PM
6/6/2025 3:57 PM

6/6/2025 3:49 PM
6/6/2025 3:41 PM
6/6/2025 3:35 PM
6/6/2025 3:29 PM

6/6/2025 3:28 PM
6/6/2025 3:23 PM
6/6/2025 3:21 PM
6/6/2025 3:16 PM
6/6/2025 3:14 PM
6/6/2025 3:02 PM
6/6/2025 2:55 PM
6/6/2025 2:38 PM
6/6/2025 2:33 PM
6/6/2025 2:24 PM
6/6/2025 2:24 PM
6/6/2025 2:19 PM
6/6/2025 2:18 PM
6/6/2025 2:13 PM
6/6/2025 2:10 PM
6/6/2025 2:08 PM
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Q11 Do you believe the City of Allentown needs more active recreational
facilities? Select all that apply.

Answered: 1,105  Skipped: 827
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Swimming

Playground
(ages 5-12)

Tot lots (ages
5 & under)

Canoeing /
kayaking

Ice skating

ADA-accessible
/ Inclusive
playground
Fishing

Skate park

Other (please
specify)

Basketball

Pickleball

Soccer

Tennis

Football

Baseball

Softball

Disc golf

Golf

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

:
X
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Q12 Do you believe that the City of Allentown needs more passive types of
activity options? Passive recreational activities are more leisurely and do
not require strenuous physical activity. Select all that apply.

Answered: 1,209  Skipped: 723

Amphitheater

Bicycle paths
/ trails

Community
events

Dog parks
Farmers markets
Fitness trails

Meadows

Multiuse trails

Qutdoor
education or
demonstratio...

Pavilions for
rental

Pollinator
Gardens

I do not feel
Allentown needs
more passive...

Other (please
specify)

o
X

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Q13 What types of the City of Allentown Parks & Recreation
programs/events/educational opportunities has your household participated
in over the last 3 years? Note that the question refers to programs
sponsored either by the City of Allentown or schools/organizations that use
Allentown parks.Select all that apply.

Answered: 1,158  Skipped: 774

Learn to Swim
Program
Doggie Dips .

Bike with the
Mayor

Monday Funday

City of
Allentown x
Muhlenberg...

Boys Summer /
Winter Youth .
Basketball.
Girls Summer/
Winter Youth .
Basketball...

Soccer Skills
& Drills

Pickleball

Tennis I

Summer /
Winter
olleyball...

Girls Flag
Football

K-5 Boys Biddy
Basketball
(Skills/Drills)
K-5 Girls
Biddy
Basketball...

King of the
Court

Queen of the
Court
——

171
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Yoga Fest

Movies in the
Park

Annual Lights
in the Parkway

Allentown
Hometown Heroes
Banner Program

Fishing & Fun

in the Park

Event

National Night
Out

Summer
Playground
Program (Rom...

Bomba at the
Beach

Midway Manor
Concert Series

Union Terrace
Concert Series

West Park
Concert Series

Stormwater
Public
Education &...

Parks
Volunteering

We do not use
any of the
above-mentio...
Other
events/Activiti
es not noted...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

63/193

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%
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Q14 What additional programming opportunities would you like to see
introduced in the City of Allentown Parks & Recreation System?

Answered: 1,116  Skipped: 816

Adult sports

Youth sports

Fitness /
wellness

Nature /
environmental
education

Programming
for seniors

Programming
for people with
special needs

Camps (summer
/ day)

Performing arts

Martial arts

Visual arts

Canoeing /
kayaking /
water...
Additional
sports
(archery,...

Other (please
specify)

o
X

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Q20 What types of facilities or activities would you like to see available at
Bucky Boyle Park?Select all that apply.

Answered: 592  Skipped: 1,340
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Larger Splash
Pad Water Park

Fishing

Soccer Field

Tennis /
Pickleball

Multiuse field

Handball courts

Volleyball

Nature-based
Playground

Inclusive
Playground

Biking

Running /
Walking

Shaded Areas

Rowing/Kayaking
Programs

Passive Park
Activities
(e.g. bird...

Picnic Tables

Additional
Parking

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Q24 What types of facilities or activities would you like to see available at
Fountain Park?Select all that apply.

Answered: 540  Skipped: 1,392

Restrooms

Fishing

Tennis /
Pickleball

Volleyball

Nature-based
Playground

Inclusive
Playground

Pool

Spray Park

Biking

Running /
Walking

Shaded Areas
Passive Park
Activities

(e.g. bird...

Pavilion

Picnic Tables

Additional
Parking

Other (please
specify)

o
X

10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Q28 What types of facilities or activities would you like to see available at
Roosevelt Park?Select all that apply.

Answered: 316  Skipped: 1,616

Soccer Field

Volleyball

Nature-based
Playground

Inclusive
Playground

Biking

Running /
Walking

Shaded Areas
Passive Park
Activities

(e.g. bird...

Picnic Tables

Additional
Parking

Other (please
specify)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Q30 In general, how well do you think the age groups listed below are
served by the parks, recreation, and open space in the City of Allentown.
Please answer this question for all age groups listed---even if your
household does not have persons in that age group.

Answered: 1,009  Skipped: 923

Children under
5

Children 5-12

Younger teens
13-16

250
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Older
teens/Young
adults 17-20

Adults 21-39

Adults 40-64

Adults 65+

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

. 1 (Very poor... . 2 (Somewh... . 3 (Neither ... . 4 (Somewh...
. 5 (Very well)
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Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacién de La Ciudad de Allentown

Q1 En general, ¢,con qué frecuencia las personas de su hogar visitan
parques en la ciudad de Allentown?

Nunca

Cada dia .

Varios dias a
la semana

Una vez por
semana

Varios dias al
mes

Mensual I
Varios dias al
afo

0% 10%

Answered: 84

20% 30% 40%

Skipped: 0

50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Nunca 4.76%

Cada dia 8.33%

Varios dias a la semana 40.48%

Una vez por semana 14.29%

Varios dias al mes 15.48%

Mensual 2.38%
14.29%

Varios dias al afio

TOTAL

1/58

290

34

12

13

12

84



Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacion de La Ciudad de Allentown

Q2 Si respondi6é "Nunca" en la pregunta 1, ¢ cuales son las principales
razones por las que NO visita los parques de la ciudad de Allentown?
Seleccione todas las opciones que correspondan.

Answered: 22  Skipped: 62

Nada de
interés para mi

Sentimientos
de seguridad
personal

Limitaciones
fisicas

Falta de
instalaciones
sanitarias/s...

Falta de sombra

Incapacidad de
acceder
caminando
Imposibilidad
de acceder en
bicicleta
Zonade
estacionamiento
inadecuada

Falta de
comodidades

Otro (por
favor
especifique)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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ANSWER CHOICES

Nada de interés para mi

Sentimientos de seguridad personal

Limitaciones fisicas

Falta de instalaciones sanitarias/servicios de confort
Falta de sombra

Incapacidad de acceder caminando

Imposibilidad de acceder en bicicleta

Zona de estacionamiento inadecuada

Falta de comodidades

Otro (por favor especifique)

Total Respondents: 22

# OTRO (POR FAVOR ESPECIFIQUE)

1 | like to run twice a week along the Lehigh Parkway, and | really love it. The only bad thing,
which has increased lately, is that | notice they don't maintain the walking and running paths.
Before, they used to put gravel or sand on them, and now, from what | see, they don't do it
anymore, and then the rain washes them out, so you can't run or walk.

Nunca

Por el clima frio

N/A

~N o o b~ wN

Los parque no tienen rejas para que los nifios no salgan del parque

La gente va y deja los parques llenos de basura. Y musica muy alta

Seria bueno tener cocina para que sea pueda cocina a parte de picnit

3/58

RESPONSES
4.55%

27.27%
13.64%
31.82%
31.82%
13.64%
9.09%

4.55%

27.27%

31.82%

DATE
6/10/2025 2:33 PM

6/7/2025 1:42 PM
5/1/2025 11:31 AM
4/30/2025 10:41 PM
4/30/2025 9:44 PM
3/5/2025 6:16 PM
12/13/2024 12:28 PM
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Q3 Si respondi6é "Nunca" en la pregunta 1, ¢ cuales son las principales
razones por las que NO participa en los programas de Allentown ni alquila
instalaciones en la ciudad de Allentown?Seleccione todas las opciones que

correspondan.

Answered: 24  Skipped: 60

Nada de
interés para mi
Sentimientos
de seguridad

personal
Falta de
instalaciones

sanitarias/s...

Lack of shade

Incapacidad de
acceder
caminando

Inability to
access by bike

Zona de
estacionamiento

inadecuada’
Costo

Las
inscripciones
para...

Falta de
comodidades

Otro (por
favor
especifique)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Nada de interés para mi 8.33%
Sentimientos de seguridad personal 16.67%
Falta de instalaciones sanitarias/servicios de confort 25.00%
Lack of shade 0.00%
Incapacidad de acceder caminando 0.00%
Inability to access by bike 0.00%
Zona de estacionamiento inadecuada 4.17%
Costo 20.83%
Las inscripciones para programas/pabellones se llenan demasiado rapido 29.17%
Falta de comodidades 20.83%
Otro (por favor especifique) 16.67%

Total Respondents: 24

# OTRO (POR FAVOR ESPECIFIQUE) DATE

1 And back to Lehigh Parkway, | think you forgot. | actually like to run there. But | assure you, 6/10/2025 2:33 PM
most of Allentown's parks are forgotten and play loud music. It's a little irritating. Personally,
I'm interested in Lehigh Parkway, which is where | run.

2 Nunca 6/7/2025 1:42 PM

3 Discriminacién- 5/1/2025 11:31 AM

4 N/A 3/5/2025 6:16 PM
294
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Q4 Indique qué parques o lugares de recreacion en la ciudad de Allentown
usted o su familia han visitado durante el dltimo afo.Seleccione todas las
opciones que correspondan.

Answered: 45  Skipped: 39

Parque de agua
pulverizada de
lacalle5
Campo de golf
municipal de
Allentown

Parque Alton

Parque Andre
Reed

Parque de las
Artes

Lote de juegos
de Benton
Street

Parque Bucky
Boyle

Parque del
canal

Parque de la
playa de Cedar

Piscina de
Cedar Beach

Autopista
Cedar Creek

Embalse del
lado este

Parque de la
fuente

Parque Franklin

Piscina Irving

Lote de juegos
de itaca

Parque
comunitario de
la calle...
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Prados de
Jordania

Parque Jordan

Parque del
lagoy la
terraza Jose...

Parque Keck

Tridngulo de
Keck

La cerradura
de Kimmet

Autopista
Lehigh

Criadero de
truchas
Little'-LeHigh

Piscina Mack

Antiguo
recinto
ferial/patio...

Parque Percy
Ruhe

Parque
Roosevelt

Jardines de
rosas

Embalse de
South Mountain

Lote de juegos
de South Street

Parque Stevens

Parque
conmemorativo
de Trexler

Arroyo de la
trucha

Parque Valania

Parcela de
juego en Walden
Terrace

Parque del
Oeste

71758
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Arboreto Wire
Mill Meadow

Sendero D&L

Otro (por
favor
especifique)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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ANSWER CHOICES

Parque de agua pulverizada de la calle 5
Campo de golf municipal de Allentown
Parque Alton

Parque Andre Reed

Parque de las Artes

Lote de juegos de Benton Street
Parque Bucky Boyle

Parque del canal

Parque de la playa de Cedar

Piscina de Cedar Beach

Autopista Cedar Creek

Embalse del lado este

Parque de la fuente

Parque Franklin

Piscina Irving

Lote de juegos de ftaca

Parque comunitario de la calle Jackson
Prados de Jordania

Parque Jordan

Parque del lago y la terraza Joseph S. Daddona (Union Terrace)
Parque Keck

Triangulo de Keck

La cerradura de Kimmet

Autopista Lehigh

Criadero de truchas Little'-LeHigh
Piscina Mack

Antiguo recinto ferial/patio de recreo de la calle 5
Parque Percy Ruhe

Parque Roosevelt

Jardines de rosas

Embalse de South Mountain

Lote de juegos de South Street

9/58

RESPONSES
6.67%

4.44%
6.67%
4.44%
8.89%
0.00%
37.78%
6.67%
42.22%
46.67%
11.11%
2.22%
8.89%
11.11%
31.11%
2.22%
0.00%
4.44%
46.67%
6.67%
13.33%
6.67%
0.00%
26.67%
6.67%
24.44%
2.22%
0.00%
22.22%
42.22%
4.44%

2.22%
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Parque Stevens 2.22%
Parque conmemorativo de Trexler 11.11%
Arroyo de la trucha 4.44%
Parque Valania 6.67%
Parcela de juego en Walden Terrace 2.22%
Parque del Oeste 0.00%
Arboreto Wire Mill Meadow 0.00%
Sendero D&L 0.00%
Otro (por favor especifique) 2.22%
Total Respondents: 45

# OTRO (POR FAVOR ESPECIFIQUE) DATE
1 None too dirty 4/30/2025 9:44 PM
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Q5 ¢ Con qué proposito(s) las personas de su hogar visitan parques o
lugares de recreacion en la ciudad de Allentown?Seleccione todas las
opciones que correspondan.

Answered: 45  Skipped: 39

Programas y
eventos de
Parques y...

Otros
programas y
eventos

Ligas
deportivas
juveniles

Ligas
deportivas para
adultos

Deportes de

recogida
(béisbol,...
Caminar/trotar/
hacer
senderismo

Pasear perros

Parque para
perros

Observacién de
aves

Disfruta/Explor
a/Experimenta
la naturaleza

Montar en
bicicleta

Ejercicio
Relajaciéon
Pesca

Patio de juegos

Almohadilla
para
salpicaduras

Baloncesto
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Tenis

Pickleball I

Golf de disco

Golf I
Alquiler de
pabellones

Otro (por
favor
especifique)

0% 10%

20%

30%

40%

12 /58
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15

10

22

14

24

14

21

28

14

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Programas y eventos de Parques y Recreacion de la ciudad de Allentown 33.33%

Otros programas y eventos 20.00%

Ligas deportivas juveniles 8.89%

Ligas deportivas para adultos 8.89%

Deportes de recogida (béisbol, séftbol, baloncesto, etc.) 22.22%

Caminar/trotar/hacer senderismo 48.89%

Pasear perros 31.11%

Parque para perros 17.78%

Observacion de aves 15.56%

Disfruta/Explora/Experimenta la naturaleza 53.33%

Montar en bicicleta 31.11%

Ejercicio 46.67%

Relajacién 62.22%

Pesca 8.89%

Patio de juegos 31.11%

Almohadilla para salpicaduras 4.44%

Baloncesto 13.33%

Tenis 4.44%

Pickleball 2.22%

Golf de disco 0.00%

Golf 2.22%

Alquiler de pabellones 15.56%

Otro (por favor especifique) 6.67%

Total Respondents: 45

# OTRO (POR FAVOR ESPECIFIQUE) DATE

1 Recreacion para los nifios 6/8/2025 7:02 PM

2 None 4/30/2025 9:44 PM

3 soccer con mi equipo 11/18/2024 9:17 AM
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Q6 ¢ Como suele viajar a los parques/sitios de recreacion en la ciudad de
Allentown?

Caminar

Bicicleta

Auto

Otro (por
favor
especifique)

0% 10% 20%

ANSWER CHOICES
Caminar

Bicicleta

Auto

Otro (por favor especifique)

Total Respondents: 35

# OTRO (POR FAVOR ESPECIFIQUE)
1 Bus

Answered: 35

30%

40%

14 /58

Skipped: 49

50%

60%

70% 80%

RESPONSES
28.57%

8.57%

97.14%

2.86%

90% 100%

DATE
6/7/2025 1:48 PM
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Q7 Desde una perspectiva de seguridad vial, ¢ qué tan comodo se siente

andando en bicicleta o caminando en la ciudad de Allentown?

Answered: 34  Skipped: 50

Muy comodo

Cémodo

Ni cdmodo ni
incomodo

Incémodo

Muy incémodo

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

. Ciclismo . Caminando
CICLISMO CAMINANDO TOTAL RESPONDENTS

Muy cémodo 33.33% 100.00%
5 15 15

Coémodo 25.00% 100.00%
4 16 16

Ni cémodo ni incomodo 53.85% 61.54%
7 8 13

Incémodo 83.33% 41.67%
10 5 12

Muy incémodo 80.00% 40.00%
8 4 10
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explique por que.

Answered: 15  Skipped: 69

RESPONSES

No offense, but Allentown is becoming a problematic area due to the increasing insecurity on
the streets. I've seen cars with New York and New Jersey license plates, and some locals,
disregarding traffic signals. Driving feels more unsafe every day because people ignore them,
don't stop, block alleys, use them as parking, and, from what | see, police and ticket collectors
simply walk from the entrance to the street, only on 7th Street.

Mucho flujo de personas

Seguridad y areas para ciclistas

No hay caminos para visicleta

Tréfico

No me siento segura en una bicicleta

Por el traffic

Criminalidad y falta de seguridad.

Por todas las cosas que estan pasando que si matando peleas ext...
Los carros no respetan los peatones en la calle

For the city criminal situations and the high volume of drug users hanging around the city and
at parks. Is unsafe for children's.

Necesita mas especio
La Seguridad
N/A

Porque los conductores muchas veces son imprudentes cuando conducen sus autos.

16 /58

Q8 Si marco "Incomodo” o "Muy incomodo” en la pregunta anterior,

DATE
6/10/2025 2:52 PM

6/7/2025 1:35 PM
6/7/2025 1:11 PM
5/6/2025 7:53 PM
5/5/2025 1:34 PM
5/1/2025 11:38 AM
5/1/2025 5:23 AM
5/1/2025 2:34 AM
5/1/2025 1:44 AM
4/30/2025 10:56 PM
4/30/2025 9:19 PM

4/30/2025 9:12 PM
4/30/2025 7:13 PM
3/5/2025 6:23 PM
11/27/2024 1:28 PM
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Q9 Seleccione los 3 destinos principales a los que le gustaria mejorar el
acceso para peatones y ciclistas.

Answered: 35  Skipped: 49

Parques y
espacios
abiertos de ...
Inicios de
senderos
actuales y/o...

Instalaciones
escolares

Barrios
residenciales

Areas del
centro de la
ciudad...

Lugares de
trabajo

Ubicaciones
fuera de la
ciudad

Otro (por
favor
especifique)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Parques y espacios abiertos de la ciudad 74.29%
Inicios de senderos actuales y/o planificados 31.43%
Instalaciones escolares 37.14%
Barrios residenciales 42.86%
Areas del centro de la ciudad (oficinas de la ciudad/condado, tiendas, artes, espectaculos, etc.) 37.14%
Lugares de trabajo 17.14%
Ubicaciones fuera de la ciudad 5.71%

2.86%

Otro (por favor especifique)

Total Respondents: 35

# OTRO (POR FAVOR ESPECIFIQUE)
1 Seguridad

17 /58

DATE
4/30/2025 7:13 PM
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Q10 ¢ Siente que hay una cantidad adecuada de parques, areas naturales
y senderos disponibles para usted o cerca de donde vive?

Answered: 35  Skipped: 49

No lo sé

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Si 68.57% 24
No 11.43% 4
NO 10 sé 20.00% 7
TOTAL =
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Q11 ¢ Cree que la ciudad de Allentown necesita mas instalaciones
recreativas activas?Seleccione todas las opciones que correspondan.

Answered: 34  Skipped: 50
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Parques
infantiles
(hasta 5 afios)
Parque

infantil (de 5

a 12 afos)
Zona de juegos
accesible para
personas con...

Nadar

Parque de
patinaje

Patinaje sobre
hielo

Baloncesto

Tenis

Pickleball

Golf

Futbol

Futbol
americano

Sofbol

Béisbol

Golf de disco

Piragtiismo /
kayak

Pesca

Otro (por
favor
especifique)
0% 10% 20% 30% 40%  50%  60% 70% 80%  90% 100%
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15

21

15

18

16

14

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Parques infantiles (hasta 5 afios) 44.12%
Parque infantil (de 5 a 12 afios) 61.76%
Zona de juegos accesible para personas con discapacidades e inclusiva 44.12%
Nadar 52.94%
Parque de patinaje 47.06%
Patinaje sobre hielo 41.18%
Baloncesto 26.47%
Tenis 23.53%
Pickleball 5.88%
Golf 0.00%
Fuatbol 17.65%
Futbol americano 5.88%
Sofbol 8.82%
Béisbol 20.59%
Golf de disco 0.00%
Piragtismo / kayak 17.65%
Pesca 20.59%
Otro (por favor especifique) 5.88%
Total Respondents: 34
# OTRO (POR FAVOR ESPECIFIQUE) DATE
1 It's not a question of whether Allentown needs more recreational facilities, but of modernizing 6/10/2025 2:52 PM
and maintaining them, including cameras, signs, and Roosevelt Park. 1'd like one of your
officials to go there, and | assure you they'd leave with dirty shoes because people don't pick
up after their pets.
2 Caminata 5/1/2025 5:27 PM
310
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Q12 ¢ Cree que la ciudad de Allentown necesita mas opciones de
actividades pasivas? Las actividades recreativas pasivas son mas
relajadas y no requieren una actividad fisica extenuante.Seleccione todas
las opciones que correspondan.

Answered: 31  Skipped: 53

Anfiteatro

Carriles bici
/ senderos

Eventos
comunitarios

Parques para
perros

Mercados de
agricultores

Rutas de
fitness

Prados

Senderos
multiusos

Areas de
educacion o
demostracion...

Pabellones en
alquiler

Jardines de
polinizadores

No creo que
Allentown
necesite mas...
Otro (por
favor
especifique)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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ANSWER CHOICES

Anfiteatro

Carriles bici / senderos

Eventos comunitarios

Parques para perros

Mercados de agricultores

Rutas de fitness

Prados

Senderos multiusos

Areas de educacion o demostracion al aire libre
Pabellones en alquiler

Jardines de polinizadores

No creo que Allentown necesite mas opciones recreativas pasivas

Otro (por favor especifique)

Total Respondents: 31

# OTRO (POR FAVOR ESPECIFIQUE)

There are no responses.

23/58

RESPONSES

45.16%

45.16%

70.97%

25.81%

35.48%

51.61%

22.58%

25.81%

38.71%

29.03%

25.81%

6.45%

0.00%

DATE
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Q13 ¢ En qué tipos de programas, eventos y oportunidades educativas del
Departamento de Parques y Recreacion de la ciudad de Allentown
participd su familia durante los ultimos 3 afios? Tenga en cuenta que la
pregunta se refiere a programas patrocinados por la ciudad de Allentown o
escuelas u organizaciones que utilizan los parques de
Allentown.Seleccione todas las opciones gque correspondan.

Answered: 32  Skipped: 52

Programa para
aprender a
nadar
Salsas para

perros

Bicicleta con
el alcalde

Lunes divertido

Campamento de
lucha libre de
la ciudad de...

Liga de
baloncesto
juvenil de...

Liga de
baloncesto
juvenil de...

Habilidades y
ejercicios de
futbol

Pickleball

Tenis

Liga de

voleibol de
verano/invierno
Futbol de
bandera
femenino
Baloncesto
Biddy para
nifos de jar...

Baloncesto
Biddy para
nifias de jar...

Rey de la corte

Reina de la
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corte

Festival de
yoga

Peliculas en
el parque

Luces anuales
en la Parkway

Programa de
pancartas de
los héroes d...
Evento de
pescay
diversion en...

Noche Nacional
Fuera de Casa

Programa de
juegos de
verano (Dia ...

Bomba en la
playa

Serie de
conciertos
Midway Manor
Serie de
conciertos en
Union Terrace
Serie de
conciertos de
West Park
Educaciény
participacién
publica en...

Voluntariado
en parques

No utilizamos
ninguno de los
programas/ev...

Otros
eventos/activid
ades no...

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%
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ANSWER CHOICES

Programa para aprender a nadar

Salsas para perros

Bicicleta con el alcalde

Lunes divertido

Campamento de lucha libre de la ciudad de Allentown y el Muhlenberg College
Liga de baloncesto juvenil de verano/invierno para nifios

Liga de baloncesto juvenil de verano/invierno para nifias

Habilidades y ejercicios de fltbol

Pickleball

Tenis

Liga de voleibol de verano/invierno

Futbol de bandera femenino

Baloncesto Biddy para nifios de jardin de infantes a quinto grado (habilidades y ejercicios)
Baloncesto Biddy para nifias de jardin de infantes a quinto grado (habilidades/ejercicios)
Rey de la corte

Reina de la corte

Festival de yoga

Peliculas en el parque

Luces anuales en la Parkway

Programa de pancartas de los héroes de la ciudad natal de Allentown

Evento de pescay diversion en el parque

Noche Nacional Fuera de Casa

Programa de juegos de verano (Dia del mameluco)

Bomba en la playa

Serie de conciertos Midway Manor

Serie de conciertos en Union Terrace

Serie de conciertos de West Park

Educacion y participacion publica en materia de aguas pluviales

Voluntariado en parques

No utilizamos ninguno de los programas/eventos/oportunidades educativas mencionados anteriormente.

Otros eventos/actividades no mencionados aqui (especifique)

Total Respondents: 32

26 /58

RESPONSES
28.13%

6.25%
12.50%
12.50%
6.25%
21.88%
12.50%
18.75%
3.13%
6.25%
15.63%
3.13%
6.25%
3.13%
6.25%
6.25%
9.38%
28.13%
28.13%
3.13%
9.38%
9.38%
9.38%
12.50%
6.25%
12.50%
9.38%
6.25%
15.63%
37.50%

9.38%
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OTROS EVENTOS/ACTIVIDADES NO MENCIONADOS AQUi (ESPECIFIQUE)

Actividades cristianas
Qué es Salsa para perros ? Clases de bailes ?

N/A

27 /58

DATE

6/9/2025 6:41 AM
5/1/2025 11:38 AM
3/5/2025 6:23 PM
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Q14 ¢ Qué oportunidades de programacion adicionales le gustaria que se
introdujeran en el Sistema de Pargques y Recreacion de la Ciudad de
Allentown?Seleccione todas las opciones gque correspondan.

Answered: 32  Skipped: 52

Deportes para
adultos

Deportes
juveniles

Fitness /
bienestar

Educacién
ambiental y
sobre la...
Programacion
para personas
mayores
Programacion
para personas
con necesida...

Campamentos
(verano/dia)

Artes escénicas

Artes marciales

Artes visuales

Piragliismo /
kayak /
actividades...
Deportes
adicionales
(tiro con ar...
Otro (por
favor
especifique)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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ANSWER CHOICES

Deportes para adultos

Deportes juveniles

Fitness / bienestar

Educacion ambiental y sobre la naturaleza
Programacion para personas mayores
Programacion para personas con necesidades especiales
Campamentos (verano/dia)

Artes escénicas

Artes marciales

Artes visuales

Piragtiismo / kayak / actividades acuaticas

Deportes adicionales (tiro con arco, lacrosse, futbol sala, kickball, balén prisionero, etc.)

Otro (por favor especifique)

Total Respondents: 32

# OTRO (POR FAVOR ESPECIFIQUE)
1 Manualidades
2 Tenis

29/58

RESPONSES
59.38%

37.50%
59.38%
40.63%
37.50%
21.88%
50.00%
25.00%
21.88%
31.25%
21.88%
25.00%

6.25%

DATE
6/11/2025 7:23 PM
11/27/2024 1:28 PM

318

19

12

19

13

12

16



[EnY

a b~ W N

Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacién de La Ciudad de Allentown

Q15 Si marco "Programacion para personas con necesidades especiales”
en la pregunta anterior, especifique qué programacion para necesidades
especiales se debe considerar.

Answered: 5  Skipped: 79

RESPONSES DATE

Problemas visuales 5/1/2025 5:27 PM
Personas en sillones de ruedas con todas sus funciones metales y ganas de divertirse 5/1/2025 5:17 PM
Autismo 5/1/2025 11:38 AM
Programas 4/30/2025 9:12 PM
N/A 3/5/2025 6:23 PM
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Q16 ¢ Ddnde y en qué parques se deberian introducir nuevas
instalaciones, actividades y programacion?

Answered: 8  Skipped: 76

RESPONSES DATE

Cedar Beach, Jordan park, fountain park( specially) 6/7/2025 3:09 PM
En todo allentown 6/7/2025 1:11 PM
No estoy segura 5/1/2025 11:38 AM
Jordan park 4/30/2025 9:56 PM
Andre Reed Park 4/30/2025 9:50 PM

Programas de ejercicio, arte y recreation para personas con discapacidad mental. No hay nada  4/30/2025 9:12 PM
para adults con salud mental.

N/A 3/5/2025 6:23 PM
Keck Park, Roosevelt Park, Jordan Park 11/20/2024 12:33 PM
320
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Q17 ¢ Siente que existen barreras u obstaculos que limitan el acceso a los
parques y a la programacion de parques que se basan en el origen
socioecondémico?

Answered: 33  Skipped: 51
Si

No sé

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Si 27.27% 9
No 30.30% 10
No sé 42.42% 14
TOTAL €2
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Q18 En los ultimos 12 meses, ¢ usted o algun miembro de su hogar han
utilizado las instalaciones recreativas de Bucky Boyle Park?

Answered: 29  Skipped: 55

No

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Si 62.07%

NoO 37.93%
TOTAL

29
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Q19 Si respondi6 si a la pregunta 17, ¢ qué tan cerca vive de Bucky Boyle
Park?

ANSWER CHOICES

Menos de 1/2 milla

1/2 milla a 1 milla

1 a2 millas

2 a4 millas

Mas de 4 millas

No lo sé

TOTAL

Answered: 27

Menos de 1/2
milla

1/2 millaal
milla

Ta2millas

2 a4 millas

Mds de 4 millas

No lo sé

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%
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Skipped: 57

50% 60% 70%

RESPONSES
22.22%

14.81%
14.81%
14.81%
7.41%

25.93%

80%

90%

100%
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Q20 ¢ Qué tipos de instalaciones o actividades le gustaria que estuvieran
disponibles en Bucky Boyle Park?Seleccione todas las opciones que
correspondan.

Answered: 27  Skipped: 57
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Parque
acudatico Splash
Pad més grande

Pesca

Campo de futbol

Tenis /
Pickleball

Campo multiuso

Canchas de
balonmano

Voleibol

Parque de
juegos basado
en la...

Zona de juegos
inclusiva

Ciclismo

Correr /
Caminar

Areas
sombreadas

Programas de
remo y kayak

Actividades
pasivas del
parque (por...

Mesas de picnic

Estacionamiento

adicional

Otro (por
favor
especifique)
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ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Parque acudtico Splash Pad méas grande 62.96% 17
Pesca 22.22% 6
Campo de fatbol 14.81% 4
Tenis / Pickleball 14.81% 4
Campo multiuso 18.52% 5
Canchas de balonmano 14.81% 4
Voleibol 33.33% 9
Parque de juegos basado en la naturaleza 18.52% 5
Zona de juegos inclusiva 14.81% 4
Ciclismo 22.22% 6
Correr / Caminar 40.74% 11
Areas sombreadas 40.74% 11
Programas de remo y kayak 14.81% 4
Actividades pasivas del parque (por ejemplo, observacion de aves, observacién/fotografia de la naturaleza, escalada) 29.63% 8
Mesas de picnic 59.26% 16
Estacionamiento adicional 44.44% 12
Otro (por favor especifique) 7.41% 2

Total Respondents: 27

# OTRO (POR FAVOR ESPECIFIQUE) DATE
1 Pool 5/1/2025 5:24 AM
2 N/A 3/5/2025 6:25 PM
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Q21 ¢ Cudl es la mayor preocupacion de mantenimiento en Bucky Boyle
Park?

Answered: 9  Skipped: 75

a b W N

~

©

RESPONSES
Limpieza
Seguridad
Water

Falta de Seguridad y basura.

Aveces los jovenes estan fumando al frente de los nifios

Small area not enough entrainment
N/A
N/A

Los bafios, que siempre estan asquerosos.

38/58

DATE
6/7/2025 1:14 PM

5/1/2025 11:39 AM
5/1/2025 5:24 AM
5/1/2025 2:37 AM
4/30/2025 9:59 PM
4/30/2025 9:22 PM
4/30/2025 9:16 PM
3/5/2025 6:25 PM
11/20/2024 12:37 PM
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Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacién de La Ciudad de Allentown

Q22 En los ultimos 12 meses, ¢ usted o algun miembro de su hogar han
utilizado las instalaciones recreativas de Fountain Park?

Answered: 28  Skipped: 56

Si

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES

Si 28.57%

NoO 71.43% 20
TOTAL

28
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Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacién de La Ciudad de Allentown

Q23 Si respondio si a la pregunta 21, ¢ qué tan cerca vive de Fountain
Park?

Answered: 25  Skipped: 59

Menos de 1/2
milla

1/2 millaal
milla

Ta2millas

2 a4 millas

Mds de 4 millas

No lo sé

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Menos de 1/2 milla 16.00%

1/2 milla a 1 milla 16.00%

1 a2 millas 20.00%

2 a 4 millas 8.00%

Mas de 4 millas 8.00%

No lo sé 32.00%
TOTAL

329
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Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacion de La Ciudad de Allentown

Q24 ¢ Qué tipos de instalaciones o actividades le gustaria que estuvieran
disponibles en Fountain Park?Seleccione todas las opciones que
correspondan.

Answered: 24  Skipped: 60

Bafios

Pesca

Tenis /
Pickleball

Voleibol

Parque de
juegos basado
en la...

Zona de juegos
inclusiva

Piscina

Parque de
rociado

Ciclismo

Correr /
Caminar

Areas
sombreadas

Actividades
pasivas del
parque (por...

Pabellén

Mesas de picnic

Estacionamiento
adicional

Otro (por
favor
especifique)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacién de La Ciudad de Allentown

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Bafios 79.17% 19
Pesca 12.50% 3
Tenis / Pickleball 12.50% 3
Voleibol 25.00% 6
Parque de juegos basado en la naturaleza 16.67% 4
Zona de juegos inclusiva 12.50% 3
Piscina 58.33% 14
Parque de rociado 25.00% 6
Ciclismo 25.00% 6
Correr / Caminar 29.17% 7
Areas sombreadas 45.83% 11
Actividades pasivas del parque (por ejemplo, observacion de aves, observacion/fotografia de la naturaleza, escalada) 20.83% 5
Pabellén 20.83% 5
Mesas de picnic 54.17% 13
Estacionamiento adicional 29.17% 7
Otro (por favor especifique) 12.50% 3

Total Respondents: 24

# OTRO (POR FAVOR ESPECIFIQUE) DATE

1 Barreras de seguridad para que los nifios no se ballan a la autopista 4/30/2025 11:06 PM
2 N/A 3/5/2025 6:25 PM

3 No conosco este parque. 11/20/2024 12:37 PM
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Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacién de La Ciudad de Allentown

Q25 ¢ Cudl es la mayor preocupacion de mantenimiento en Fountain Park?

[Eny

A WN

© 00 N o o,

Answered: 10  Skipped: 74

RESPONSES

Me gustaria que tuviera piscina, ya que en el verano es algo necesario para capear el calor y
disfrutarlo con los nifios que estan de vacaciones

This small path should have a metal fence to keep children safe.
No hay parqueo

Se nesecitan mas camaras para reducir el indice de conflictividad
Seguridad

Falta de Seguridad

Not enough entertainment

N/A

N/a

N/A

43/58

DATE
6/11/2025 7:28 PM

6/10/2025 3:02 PM
6/7/2025 3:12 PM
5/6/2025 7:58 PM
5/1/2025 11:39 AM
5/1/2025 2:37 AM
4/30/2025 9:22 PM
4/30/2025 9:16 PM
3/5/2025 6:25 PM
11/20/2024 12:37 PM
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Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacién de La Ciudad de Allentown

Q26 En los ultimos 12 meses, ¢ usted o algun miembro de su hogar ha
utilizado las instalaciones recreativas del Parque Roosevelt?

Answered: 29  Skipped: 55

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Si 24.14%

No 75.86%
TOTAL

333
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Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacién de La Ciudad de Allentown

Q27 Si respondi6 si a la pregunta 25, ¢ qué tan cerca vive de Roosevelt
Park?

Skipped: 64

ANSWER CHOICES

Menos de 1/2 milla

1/2 milla a 1 milla

1 a2 millas

2 a4 millas

Mas de 4 millas

No lo sé

TOTAL

Menos de 1/2
milla

1/2millaal
milla

Ta2millas

2 a4 millas

Mdés de 4 millas

No lo sé

0%

10%

20%

Answered: 20

30%

40%

45/58

50%

60% 70%

RESPONSES
10.00%

10.00%

10.00%

10.00%

5.00%

55.00%

80% 90% 100%

11

20
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Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacion de La Ciudad de Allentown

Q28 ¢ Qué tipos de instalaciones o actividades le gustaria que estuvieran
disponibles en Roosevelt Park?Seleccione todas las opciones que
correspondan.

Answered: 18  Skipped: 66

Campo de futbol

Voleibol

Parque de
juegos basado
en la...

Zona de juegos
inclusiva

Ciclismo

Correr /
Caminar

Areas
sombreadas

Actividades
pasivas del
parque (por...

Mesas de picnic

Estacionamiento
adicional

Otro (por
favor
especifique)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacién de La Ciudad de Allentown

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Campo de fatbol 33.33% 6
Voleibol 27.78% 5
Parque de juegos basado en la naturaleza 27.78% 5
Zona de juegos inclusiva 22.22% 4
Ciclismo 27.78% 5
Correr / Caminar 44.44% 8
Areas sombreadas 38.89% 7
Actividades pasivas del parque (por ejemplo, observacion de aves, observacion/fotografia de la naturaleza, escalada) 22.22% 4
Mesas de picnic 61.11% 11
Estacionamiento adicional 33.33% 6
Otro (por favor especifique) 11.11% 2

Total Respondents: 18

# OTRO (POR FAVOR ESPECIFIQUE) DATE
1 N/A 3/5/2025 6:25 PM
2 Bafios 11/20/2024 12:37 PM
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Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacién de La Ciudad de Allentown

Q29 ¢ Cual es la mayor preocupacion de mantenimiento en Roosevelt

Park?

Answered: 5  Skipped: 79

RESPONSES

General maintenance, camera installation, and signage are needed in this park. You'll mostly

find dog feces. People don't like it.

Seguridad

Falta de seguridad. Ya alletown no es seguro.
N/A

N/A

48 /58

DATE
6/10/2025 3:02 PM

5/1/2025 11:39 AM
5/1/2025 2:37 AM
4/30/2025 9:16 PM
3/5/2025 6:25 PM
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Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacién de La Ciudad de Allentown

Q30 En general, ¢ qué tan bien cree usted que los parques, las actividades
recreativas y los espacios abiertos de la ciudad de Allentown atienden a
los grupos de edad que se enumeran a continuacion? Responda esta
pregunta para todos los grupos de edad enumerados, incluso si en su
hogar no hay personas de ese grupo de edad.

Answered: 25  Skipped: 59

Nifios menores
de 5 afos

Nifios de 5 a
12 ahos

Adolescentes
mas jovenes de
13a16 afhos

338
49/58



Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacion de La Ciudad de Allentown

Adolescentes
mayores/Adultos
jovenes de 1...

Adultos de 21
a 39 afos

Adultos de 40
a 64 afos

Adultos
mayores de 65
afos

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

. 1 (Muy mal) . 2 (Algo mal) . 3 (Ni bien ni... . 4 (Bastante...
M 5 (Muy bien)
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Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacién de La Ciudad de Allentown

Nifios menores de 5 afios
Niflos de 5 a 12 afos
Adolescentes mas jovenes de 13 a 16

afios

Adolescentes mayores/Adultos
jovenes de 17 a 20 afios
Adultos de 21 a 39 afios

Adultos de 40 a 64 afios

Adultos mayores de 65 afios

1 (MUY
MAL)

4.35%
1

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

8.33%
2

0.00%
0

0.00%
0

12.00%
3

2 (ALGO
MAL)

13.04%
3

8.70%
2

17.39%
4

16.67%
4

20.00%
5

20.00%
5

12.00%
3

3 (NI

BIEN

NI MAL)
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43.48%
10

43.48%
10

34.78%
8

33.33%
8

44.00%
11

36.00%
9

44.00%
11

4
(BASTANTE
BIEN)

26.09%
6

34.78%
8

39.13%
9

29.17%
7

24.00%
6

32.00%
8

20.00%
5

5 (MUY
BIEN)

13.04%
3

13.04%
3

8.70%
2

12.50%
3

12.00%
3

12.00%
3

12.00%
3

TOTAL

23

23

23

24

25

25

25

WEIGHTED
AVERAGE
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Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacion de La Ciudad de Allentown

Q31 En los proximos 3 a 5 afnos, ¢,cuales deberian ser las prioridades de

la ciudad de Allentown en materia de espacios abiertos, parques y
recreacion?Seleccione hasta tres (3) opciones.

Answered: 26  Skipped: 58

Ofrecer mayor
variedad de
programas de...
Ofrecer una
mayor variedad
de eventos...
Desarrollo del
sistema de
senderos,...
Agregar o
mejorar las
comodidades ...

Creacion de
nuevos parques

Preservacién
y/o proteccion
de mas espac...

Mejoras
ambientales en
parques/espa...

Nada -
mantener el
status quo
Otro (por
favor
especifique)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

52/58

60%

70%

80%

90% 100%
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Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacién de La Ciudad de Allentown

ANSWER CHOICES RESPONSES
Ofrecer mayor variedad de programas de recreacion. 34.62% 9
Ofrecer una mayor variedad de eventos especiales comunitarios. 23.08% 6
Desarrollo del sistema de senderos, caminos y aceras de la ciudad de Allentown para una comunidad mas apta para 46.15% 12

caminar y andar en bicicleta

Agregar o mejorar las comodidades en los parques existentes 50.00% 13
Creacion de nuevos parques 11.54% 3
Preservacion y/o proteccion de més espacios abiertos. (Los espacios abiertos pueden utilizarse para recreacion o 23.08% 6

preservarse del uso humano por razones ambientales).

Mejoras ambientales en parques/espacios abiertos existentes (plantaciones autéctonas, praderas, jardines de lluvia, 26.92% 7
etc.)

Nada - mantener el status quo 7.69% 2
Otro (por favor especifique) 11.54% 3

Total Respondents: 26

# OTRO (POR FAVOR ESPECIFIQUE) DATE

1 Seguridad 5/1/2025 2:40 AM

2 Darle més seguridad a los parques para que los nifios no pueda salirse de perimetro e ir hacia 4/30/2025 11:12 PM
la calle

3 Mas campos de futbol, este deporte esta creciendo en el pais y Allentown no ofrece tantas 11/18/2024 9:24 AM

opciones para suplir la demanda que existe localmente.
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22
23

Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacién de La Ciudad de Allentown

RESPONSES
18103

18102
18103
18103
18109
18102
18102
18102
18103
18049
18031
18102
18101
18102
18103
18102
18102
18102
18104
18102
18102
18103
18104

Q32 ¢ Cual es tu cbdigo postal?

Answered: 23

54 /58

Skipped: 61

DATE

6/14/2025 6:46 AM
6/11/2025 7:29 PM
6/10/2025 3:06 PM
6/9/2025 10:06 AM
6/8/2025 8:27 PM
6/8/2025 10:43 AM
6/7/2025 3:24 PM
6/7/2025 1:22 PM
5/6/2025 8:02 PM
5/5/2025 1:37 PM
5/1/2025 5:30 PM
5/1/2025 5:20 PM
5/1/2025 11:41 AM
5/1/2025 4:36 AM
4/30/2025 11:14 PM
4/30/2025 10:02 PM
4/30/2025 9:54 PM
4/30/2025 9:25 PM
4/30/2025 9:19 PM
3/5/2025 6:27 PM
12/13/2024 12:44 PM
11/27/2024 1:35 PM
11/18/2024 9:25 AM
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Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacion de La Ciudad de Allentown

Q33 ¢ Qué idioma hablas principalmente en casa?

Inglés

Espafiol

Arabe

Otro (por
favor
especifique)

0% 10% 20%

ANSWER CHOICES
Inglés

Espafiol

Arabe

Otro (por favor especifique)

TOTAL

# OTRO (POR FAVOR ESPECIFIQUE)

There are no responses.

30%

Answered: 26

40%

55/58

50%

Skipped: 58

60%

70% 80%

RESPONSES
15.38%

80.77%

3.85%

0.00%

90% 100%

DATE
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Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacion de La Ciudad de Allentown

Q34 ¢ Cuanto tiempo lleva viviendo en su comunidad?

Answered: 26

5 afios 0 menos

6 a10 afos

11 a 20 afios

20+ afios

0% 10% 20% 30% 40%

ANSWER CHOICES

5 afios 0 menos
6 a 10 afios
11 a 20 afios

20+ afos

TOTAL

56 /58

50%

Skipped: 58

60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

RESPONSES
42.31%

23.08%

15.38%

19.23%
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Plan de Espacios Abiertos y Recreacion de La Ciudad de Allentown

Q35 Indigue el numero de personas de su hogar en cada grupo.

Answered: 24  Skipped: 60

(no label)

Nifios menores
de 5 afios

Nifios de 6 a
12 afos

Nifios 13-18

l']l

Adultos de 19
a64afios =
I

Adultos
mayores de 65
afos

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

[ § [ P 3 M4
s
(no label)
1 2 3 4 5+ TOTAL
Nifios menores de 5 afios 75.00% 12.50% 0.00% 12.50% 0.00%
6 1 0 1 0
Nifios de 6 a 12 afios 50.00% 41.67% 8.33% 0.00% 0.00%
6 5 1 0 0
Nifios 13-18 75.00% 12.50% 0.00% 12.50% 0.00%
6 1 0 1 0
Adultos de 19 a 64 afios 22.73% 40.91% 27.27% 4.55% 4.55%
5 9 6 1 1
Adultos mayores de 65 afios 66.67% 33.33% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
4 2 0 0 0
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5. Benchmarking Analysis
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City of Allenftown Community Benchmarking - Existing Facilities
. . . City of New City of
City of C."y o City of Erie, Erie eI TR, S . chzlen, New Bridg);port, Difference from| Difference from
Allentown Reading, Berks County Albany County, | Syracuse, Erie Haven County, Fairfield Average Average Maximum
County NY* County, NY
CT County, CT
2024 Population (ACS) 124,597 94,878 92,371 102,076 145,171 137,173 148,131 120,628 3,969 -23,534
2040 Projection 129,585 103,656 92,162 98,640 149,000 139,000 149,000 123,006 6,579 -19,415
Area (Sq. Miles) 17.55 10.1 19.3 21.8 25.6 20.1 194 19 -2 -8.05
2024 Pop Density per Sq. Mile 7,100 9,394 4,786 4,682 5,671 6,825 7,636 6,585 515 -2,294
2040 Pop Density per Sq. Mile 7,384 10,263 4,775 4,525 5,820 6,915 7,680 6,766 618 -2,879
# of Parks 39 27 45 125 46 8 35 46 -7 -86
Park Area (Acres) 2000 134 385 530 972 2200 1800 1,146 854 -200
Facility
Amphitheater 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0
Baseball / Softball 25 13 16 25 30 6 28 20 5 -5
Basketball 23 45 21 31 34 6 12 25 -2 -22
Biking / Hiking Trails 28.6 22.2 6.0 10.0 16.7 11.9 0
Community garden 1 0 5 1 1 0 1 0 -4
Dog Park 1 0 1 4 1 1 3 2 -1 -3
Football 4 1 1 3 1 0 2 2 0
Handball 10 0 4 6 0 0 0 3 7 0
Multipurpose Field 6 6 3 7 16 6 12 8 -2 -10
Pavilion / Rental Space 14 7 29 2 7 5 4 10 4 -15
Pickleball Court 8 2 9 0 0 0 0 3 5 -1
Playgrounds 24 27 27 30 50 4 19 26 -2 -26
Pool 3 1 1 2 10 1 0 3 0 -7
Recreation Center 6 2 0 1 8 0 0 2 4 -2
Skate Park 2 1 0 2 1 0 1 0
Street Hockey/Ice Skating 1 1 1 4 1 2 -1 -3
Tennis 8 6 14 33 51 15 23 21 -13 -43
Volleyball 6 2 1 0 0 0 1 1 5 0

*Municipal code permits Fee-in-lieu for open space dedication
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City of Allenftown NRPA Benchmarking - Existing Facilities

Allentown Allentown National Rec:rf-zq.ﬁon & | Number | Number Current Add::::ial L2 Add::::;:l &
(2024) (prf)2‘04?‘) Park Association Needed | Needed Number | benchmark | benchmark
jection) Average (2024) (2040) (2024) (2040)
Population of Jurisdiction 124,597 129,585 100,000-250,000
Residents per park (median) 3,195 3,323 3,344
Acres of Parkland per 1,000
Residents (median) 16 15 7
Additional to | Additional to
Facility Reside.n.’rs per Residep.is Per| pesidents per facility Current meet meet
facility facility Number | benchmark | benchmark
(2024) (2040)
Playgrounds 5,192 5,399 5,016 24.84 25.83 20 4.84 5.83
Basketball courts 5,417 5,399 9,643 12.92 13.44 30 -17.08 -16.56
Diamond fields (total) 4,984 5,183 6,821 18.27 19.00 20 -1.73 -1.00
Tennis courts 15,575 16,198 8,731 14.27 14.84 8 6.27 6.84
Rectangular fields: multipurpose 20,766 21,598 7,375 16.89 17.57 8 8.89 9.57
Dog parks 124,597 129,585 74,504 1.67 1.74 1 0.67 0.74
Swimming pools 41,532 43,195 65,697 1.90 1.97 3 -1.10 -1.03
Community gardens 124,597 129,585 55,326 2.25 2.34 2 0.25 0.34
Skate parks 62,299 64,793 105,567 1.18 1.23 2 -0.82 -0.77
Regulation 18-hole golf courses 124,597 129,585 112,641 1.11 1.15 1 0.11 0.15
Ice rinks 124,597 129,585 102,981 1.21 1.26 0 1.21 1.26
Pickleball courts 15,575 16,198 20,244 6.15 6.40 4 2.15 2.40
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City of Allentown NRPA Benchmarking -
Budget and Staffing

National Park &

Allentown, |Recreation Average for
PA Communities of 100,00
250,000 Residents

Median Number of Residents per
Park Facility 3,894 3,344
Median Number of Park Acres per 16.0a‘c / 1000 7.0 acres / 1,000 residents
1000 Residents residents
Annual Operating Expenses $7,319,606 $13,552,112
Percent of Revenue Generation vs.
Operation Budget 4.8% 22.0%
Operating Expenses per Acre $3,660 $8,002
Operating Expenses per capita $58.75 $87.10
Operating expenditures per FTE $126,856 $119,116
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6. Land Use Map

351




352



Appendix

7. Referenced Reports
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Referenced Reports

. The Lehigh Riverfront Master Plan (2012):

https://www.allentownpa.gov/Portals/0/adam/Content/FhC-
IULLYEatHg330lsn0A/Url/Lehigh%20Riverfront%20Master%20Plan%20Report.p
df

. Livable Landscapes: A Park, Recreation, Open Space,

Agricultural and Historic Lands Plan for Lehigh County
(2018): https://conservationtools-

production.s3.amazonaws.com/library_item_files/1750/1978/LC_Livable_Lands
capes_Plan.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-
Credential=AKIAIQFJLILYGVDR4AMQ%2F20250820%2Fus-east-
1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20250820T130908Z&X-Amz-
Expires=3600&X-Amz-SighedHeaders=host&X-Amz-
Signature=f46d290e160ace28ababc99e280dbe150155f6d2c26700fe0919f26aa
ea26ab0

. Allentown Vision 2030: Comprehensive & Economic

Development Plan (2019):
https://www.allentownpa.gov/Portals/0/adam/Content/A1VfZENzfk2R7ENEFu4T
sQ/Url/UrbanSystems.pdf

. City of Allentown Neighborhood Planning: The 1stand 6™

Wards (2022):
https://www.allentownpa.gov/Portals/0/adam/Content/KKyEbaO6skgbeGtkTn4
9rw/Url/Wards_1_and_6__NeighborhoodPlan_FinalLandscape_10.03.23_(1).pdf
. Future LV: The Regional Plan (2023):
https://content.lvpc.org/Publications/General%200rganizational/2023%20Futur
elLV%20The%20Regional%20Plan.pdf

. Allentown Safe Streets for All Action Plan (2025):
https://www.allentownpa.gov/Portals/0/adam/Content/n_Okw9G6KOSP4cWoo
m2_fQ/Ur/COMPRESSED_Allentown%20SS4A_Final_2.pdf

. Allentown Citywide Bike Plan (2025):

https://www.allentownpa.gov/Portals/0/adam/Content/eDD50IlLiIOk668ZSfC-
FS5A/Url/tinywow_City%200f%20Allentown%20Bike%20Plan_81962342.pdf
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https://www.allentownpa.gov/Portals/0/adam/Content/FhC-IUlLYEatHq330lsn0A/Url/Lehigh%20Riverfront%20Master%20Plan%20Report.pdf
https://www.allentownpa.gov/Portals/0/adam/Content/FhC-IUlLYEatHq330lsn0A/Url/Lehigh%20Riverfront%20Master%20Plan%20Report.pdf
https://www.allentownpa.gov/Portals/0/adam/Content/FhC-IUlLYEatHq330lsn0A/Url/Lehigh%20Riverfront%20Master%20Plan%20Report.pdf
https://conservationtools-production.s3.amazonaws.com/library_item_files/1750/1978/LC_Livable_Landscapes_Plan.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAIQFJLILYGVDR4AMQ%2F20250820%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20250820T130908Z&X-Amz-Expires=3600&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=f46d290e160ace28ababc99e280dbe150155f6d2c26700fe0919f26aaea26ab0
https://conservationtools-production.s3.amazonaws.com/library_item_files/1750/1978/LC_Livable_Landscapes_Plan.pdf?X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Credential=AKIAIQFJLILYGVDR4AMQ%2F20250820%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Date=20250820T130908Z&X-Amz-Expires=3600&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Signature=f46d290e160ace28ababc99e280dbe150155f6d2c26700fe0919f26aaea26ab0
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Bucky Boyle Park Master Plan 8/15/2025
Probable Cost of Development SC#:22028.10

Total Proposed Site Improvements $ 2,714,900
Mobilization (3%) $ 81,450

Erosion and Sedimentation Control (2%) $ 54,300
Stormwater BMPs (2%) $ 54,300

Construction Contingency (10%) $ 271,490

Design & Engineering (15%) $ 407,240

Total Estimated Project Costs $ 3,583,680

Item Description Estimated Unit Total Item
Quantity Price Amount
Site Preparation &Renovations S 770,000
1  Site Preparation 11LS $ 10,000.00 | $ 10,000
2 Renovations to Community Center 11LS S 750,000.00 | $ 750,000
3 Renovations to Pavilion 11LS $ 10,000.00 | $ 10,000
Pavement/Circulation S 150,900
1 Concrete Pavement approx.14890 SF 1,110 SY S 12150 | S 134,865
2 Asphalt Walkway - 10' Wide approx. 1000 LF (ADA) 125 SY S 46.80 | $ 5,850
3 Asphalt Walkway - 8' Wide approx. 495 LF (ADA) 55 SY S 46.80 | $ 2,574
4  Stone dust Trail - 3' Wide approx. 198 LF 66 SY S 29.70 | S 1,960
5  Asphalt Pavement (behind existing pavillion)- approx. 1080 SF 120 SY S 46.80 | $ 5,616
Parking Lot Expansion S 99,300
1 Driveway/Parking Lot Pavement approx. 15320 SF 1,700 SY S 55.80 [ $ 94,860
2 Standard Parking Stall (34) 34 EA S 130.00 | $ 4,420
Playground and Sensory Play Areas S 1,111,000
1 Play Safety Surface approx. 14670 SF 14,670 SF S 2230 (S 327,141
2 Play Equipment (Allowance) 11S S 750,000 | $ 750,000
3 New Fencing approx. 615 LF 615 LF S 55.00 | $ 33,825
Larger Age Group Splash Pad S 217,100
1 Safety Surface approx. 6895 SF 766 SY S 2230 (S 17,082
2 Splash Pad Equipment 11LS S 200,000.00 | $ 200,000
Swings Area S 27,400
1 Safety Surface approx. 3625 SF 405 SY S 2230 (S 9,032
2 Swing - 1 belt seat or 1 bucket seat 5 EA S 2,270.00 | S 11,350
3 Oodle Swing - Inclusive Play - Ages Vary 1EA |S 7,015.00 | $ 7,015
Water Access S 13,600
1 Repair existing concrete and stairs 11LS S 8,000.00 | $ 8,000
2 Add safety fencing 95 LF S 55.00 | $ 5,225
3 Water safety devices (ring buoys) 11S S 300.00 | S 300
Crosswalk Improvements S 38,400
1 ADA Two-Way Crossing at Riverside Drive (2) 2 EA | S 19,200.00 | $ 38,400
Plantings S 97,700
1 Shade Trees (2 - 1/2" to 3" Caliper) (70) 70EA | S 600.00 | $ 42,000
2 Bed Plantings approx. 2330 SF 2330 SF S 20.00 | S 46,600
3 Naturalization Planting approx. 8395 SF 0.2 AC S 45,500.00 | $ 9,100
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Bucky Boyle Park Master Plan
Probable Cost of Development

Item Description

Estimated

Quantity

8/15/2025

SC#:22028.10

Total Item

Amount

Site Furnishings/Structures S 203,100
1 Bike Racks (2) 2 EA S 4,130.00 | $ 8,260
2 Picnic Tables 6 EA S 3,500.00 | $ 21,000
3 Benches 10 EA S 2,360.00 | $ 23,600
4  Trash & Recycling Receptacles (4) 4EA |S 3,120.00 | $ 12,480
5  Pavillion 40x20 11LS S 137,700.00 | $ 137,700
Page 2 of 2 358



Appendix

9. Fountain Park Master Plan and Cost Estimates

359




f w«\\\
] \

A\

TREE GROVEWITH _
PICNIC TABLES )

DANGER: \
NO SWIMMING /
ZONE

—
_—— —

within a floodplain

Note: All of Fountain Park is located

Fountain Park Draft Master Plan

City of Allentown Comprehensive Recreation and Open Space Plan

0

30’

60’

120’

180’

NORTH

LANDSCAPE

Project #: 22028.10

05.14.2025

360




8/15/2025
SC#: 22028.10

Fountain Park
Probable Cost of Development

Total Proposed Site Improvements $ 14,036,900
Mobilization (3%) $ 421,110

Erosion and Sedimentation Control (2%) $ 280,740
Stormwater BMPs (2%) $ 280,740

Construction Contingency (10%) $ 1,403,690

Design & Engineering (15%) $ 2,105,540

Total Estimated Project Costs $ 18,528,720

Estimated Unit Total Item

Item Description

Quantity

Price

Amount

Demolition & Site Preparation S 10,000
1 Site Preparation | 115 |[$  10,000.00]$ 10,000
Walkways/Circulation S 283,100
1 Asphalt Walkway - 10' Wide approx. 1230 LF (ADA) 1,370 SY S 46.80 | S 64,116
2 Asphalt Walkway - 5'Wide approx. 2375 LF (ADA) 1,320 SY S 46.80 | S 61,776
3 Stone dust Trail - 5' Wide approx. 525 LF 292 SY S 2880 | S 8,410
4 Stone dust Trail - 3' Wide approx. 500 LF 167 SY S 29.70 | $§ 4,960
5 Concrete Pavement approx. 7010 SF 780 SY S 12150 | $ 94,770
6 Stairs connecting Loop Trail and MLK Extension 15 LF S 80.00 | S 1,200
7 Split Rail Fence along MLK Jr Drive 855 LF S 55.00 | S 47,025
8 Stairs to Boardwalk (2) 20 LF S 40.00 | S 800
Indoor Sports Facility and Parking S 10,641,600
1 Driveway/Parking Lot Pavement approx. 22185 SF 2,465 SY S 55.80 | S 137,547
2 Standard Parking Stall (31) 31 EA S 130.00 | S 4,030
3 Indoor Sports Facility Building (min. 240' x 175') 42,000 SF S 250.00 | $ 10,500,000
Basketball and Volleyball Court Area S 292,600
1 Volleyball Court (1800 SF) 11LS S 16,900.00 | S 16,900
2 Basketball Court (3108 SF) 11LS S 72,000.00 | S 72,000
3 Pavillion 40x40 11LS $ 510,700.00 | $ 194,200
4  Benches 4EA [$S  2,360.00 | 9,440
Playground S 616,200
1 Play Safety Surface approx. 10700 SF 10700 SF S 2230 (S 238,610
2 Play Equipment (Allowance) 11S S 350,000.00 | S 350,000
3 New Fencing approx. 500 LF 500 LF S 55.00 | $ 27,500
Cool Misting Area S 854,300
1 Cool Mist Equipment 11LS S 150,000.00 | $ 150,000
2 Safety Surface approx. 6435 SF 6435 SF S 2230 S 143,501
3 Shade Structures 11LS S 50,000.00 | $ 50,000
4 Pavillion with Restrooms 60x50 11LS S 510,700.00 | $ 510,700
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Fountain Park 8/15/2025

Probable Cost of Development SC#:22028.10
Item Description Estimated Total Item
Quantity Amount
Game Court Areas and Restrooms S 468,300
1 Outdoor Ping Pong Table 1 EA S 8,500.00 | S 8,500
2 Outdoor Game Tables (ADA) 4 EA S 2,130.00 | S 8,520
3 Restroom Building 60x30 1 EA S 190,000.00 | S 190,000
4 Game Court Pavillions 30x30 (2) 2 EA S 130,600.00 | S 261,200
Water Access S 222,800
1 Boardwalk (135'%30) 4,050 SF | 3 55.00 | $ 222,750
Crosswalk Improvements S 76,800
1 New ADA Crosswalks on MLK Drive (3) 3 EA S 19,200.00 | $ 57,600
2 ADA Bike Trail Crossing 11LS S 19,200.00 | $ 19,200
Site Frunishings S 88,400
1 Picnic Tables - 50% ADA 8 EA S 3,500.00 | $ 28,000
2 Benches - ADA 15 EA S 2,360.00 | S 35,400
3 Trash & Recycling Receptacles 8EA |S 3,120.00 | S 24,960
Plantings S 482,800
1 Shade Trees (2 - 1/2" to 3" Caliper) 75.00 EA S 500.00 | S 37,500
2 Bed Plantings approx. 19510 SF 19,510 SF S 20.00 | $ 390,200
3 Streambank Naturalization approx. 1.21 AC 1 AC S 45,500.00 | $ 55,055
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Roosevelt Park 8/15/2025
Probable Cost of Development SC#:22028.10

Total Proposed Site Improvements $ 1,893,400
Mobilization (3%) $ 56,810

Erosion and Sedimentation Control (2%) $ 37,870
Stormwater BMPs (2%) $ 37,870

Construction Contingency (10%) $ 189,340

Design & Engineering (15%) $ 284,010

Total Estimated Project Costs $ 2,499,300

Item Description Estimated Unit Total Item

Quantity Price Amount

Demolition & Site Preparation S 10,000
1 Demo - Removal of Pool house (done by COA) 1 N/A | S -
2 Site Preparation 11LS S 10,000.00 | $ 10,000
Main Walkway/ Tree Allee Sitting Area S 56,200
1 Asphalt Walkway - 8' Wide (1,200 LF) (ADA) 135Sy |[$ 46.80 | $ 6,318
2 Dropoff Area Pavement (615 SF) (ADA) 70 SY S 64.55 | S 4,518
3 Gravel Tree Grove Area (7900 SF) 7900 SF S 3.001(S 23,700
4 Shade Trees (2 - 1/2" to 3" Caliper) 12 EA S 600.00 | S 7,200
5 Picnic Tables - 50% ADA 6 EA S 2,400.00 | $ 14,400
Splash Pad 9200 SF S 405,400
1 Safety Surface 9200 SF S 22301 S 205,160
2 Splash Pad Equipment 1ls S 200,000.00| $ 200,000
3 Connecting Asphalt Walkways - 5' Wide (22 LF) (ADA) 3 sy S 46.80 | S 140
Community Garden 1275 SF S 23,200
1 New Fencing approx. 372 LF 372 LF S 55.00 | $ 20,460
2 Garden Beds 400 BF S 3751 S 1,500
3 Tool Shed 11LS S 1,000.00 | $ 1,000
4 Connecting Asphalt Walkway - 5' Wide (41 LF) (ADA) 5 SY S 46.80 | S 234
Play Area, Restroom Renovations, and Pavillion Area S 1,052,000
Play Safety Surface approx. 14500 SF 14500 SF S 2230 (S 323,350
2 Play Equipment (Allowance) 11LS S 500,000 | $ 500,000
3 New Fencing approx. 570 LF 570 LF S 55.00 | $ 31,350
4 Connecting Asphalt Walkways - 5' Wide (50 LF) (ADA) 6 SY S 46.80 | $ 281
5 New Pavillion on Concrete Pad 20x40 11LS S 147,000.00 | S 147,000
6 Restroom renovations 11LS S 50,000.00 | $ 50,000
Landscape Plantings S 300,800
1 Shade Trees (2 - 1/2" to 3" Caliper) 10 EA S 600.00 | $ 6,000
2 Bed Plantings (5540 SF) 5540 SF S 20.00 | S 110,800
3 Pollinator Plantings (9200 SF) 9200 SF S 20.00 | $ 184,000
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Roosevelt Park
Probable Cost of Development

Item Description

Estimated

Quantity

8/15/2025
SC#: 22028.10

Total Item

Amount

Crosswalks and Parking Enhancements S 21,500
1 Bumpout at Parking entrance (240 SF) 65 LF 25.00 | S 1,625
2 New ADA Crosswalks (9) 9 EA 2,200.00 | S 19,800
Site Furnishings S 24,300
1 Benches 5 EA 2,360.00 | S 11,800
2 Trach & Recycling Receptacles 4 EA 3,120.00 | $ 12,480
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Samuel McHose Plaza 8/15/2025
Probable Cost of Development SC#:22028.01

Total Proposed Site Improvements $ 532,100
Mobilization (3%) $ 15,970

Erosion and Sedimentation Control (2%) $ 10,650
Stormwater BMPs (2%) $ 10,650

Construction Contingency (10%) $ 53,210

Design & Engineering (15%) $ 79,820

Total Estimated Project Costs $ 702,400

Item Description Estimated Unit Total Item

Quantity Price Amount

Demolition & Site Preparation S 10,000
1 Site Preparation 11LS | S 10,000.00 | $ 10,000
Pavements & Walls S 174,600
1 Concrete Walkway - 10' approx. 400 LF 445 SY S 121501 $ 54,068
2 Concrete Seating Plaza and Paths approx. 4685 SF 520 SY S 121501 $ 63,180
3 Concrete Plaza along N. Front St. approx. 435 SF 48 SY S 12150 | S 5,832
4 Retaining Wall 350 SF S 130.00 | S 45,500
5 Concrete Stairs 25 LF S 240.00 | S 6,000
Site Furnishings S 35,200
1 Tables (ADA) 6 EA S 3,500.00 | $ 21,000
2 Benches (ADA) 6 EA S 2,360.00 | $ 14,160
Plantings S 235,500
1 Shade Trees (2 - 1/2" to 3" Caliper) 8.00 EA S 600.00 | S 4,800
2 Bed Plantings approx. 11,535 SF 11,535 SF S 20.00| $ 230,700
Crosswalk Enhancements S 76,800
1 ADA 4-way Crossing 4.00 EA | S 19,200.00 | S 76,800
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