ALLENTOWN HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION

MEETING MINUTES

January 13, 2010

Present: Chibuzo Anojulo, Liz Bradbury, Ed Diaz, Allyson Diane Hamm, Janet Ney, Debra Lamb, Adrian Shanker, Tatiana Tooley

Excused: Rabbi Rob Lennick

Absent: Dan Bosket, Robert Lennick, Ray O’Connell

City  Human Relations Officer Ismael Arceley (Excused); Sergeant Robert Judge, Allentown Police Department

CALL TO ORDER

Chairperson Janet Ney called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Janet asked for a review of the minutes of the previous meeting.


A motion was moved and seconded that the minutes of the December 9, 2009, meeting be approved as presented.

The motion was approved - vote: 7-0-1, Ed Diaz abstained, having not seen the previous months minutes.

.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Sergeant Robert Judge reported a recent increase in home burglaries by forced entry. He also noted a small decrease in neighborhood tension.

The Allentown Police Department is giving their test in April, and recruitment for new officers begins in February. Sergeant Judge encouraged the AHRC to contact Asst. Chief Howells with suggestions for recruitment locations (festivals, organizations, media -- etc...) and that this should be done sooner rather than later. The APD is currently down 12 officers.

Adrian thanked Asst. Chief Joe Hanna for supplying the AHRC with updated APD demographics, but noted the importance of multicultural recruitment to balance the largely white current demographic of the force.

Liz brought up an issue regarding phone calls made by people in custody and how they don't have access to their mobile phones to find the number – perhaps disproportionately impacting young people, those who have reduced resources, and people with mental health conditions.

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT
Janet Ney welcomed new commissioners, Ed Diaz and Debra Lamb, and invited them to serve on at least one committee. Ed Diaz agreed to serve on the Dispute Resolution Committee; Debra Lamb is going to decide by a future date. 

Janet noted that commissioners Dan Bosket and Ray O'Connell have indicated that they are planning to resign from the Commission. 

Janet spoke with City Clerk Michael Hanlon about the issue of the Commission not being notified of our new commissioners. Mr. Hanlon agreed to notify the Commission directly in the future.

Janet asked to table the vote to amend the guidelines until the Feb. meeting in order to allow the new commissioners to read the proposed changes.

Janet spoke with DCED Interim Director Lauren Giguere regarding the AHRC application for PA DCED funds, and Lauren said she would notify the Commission if the funds come through.

Commissioner Rabbi Robert Lennick has asked the Commission for a leave of absence. The Executive Committee recommended to the full Commission to deny the request for a leave of absence on the basis that the AHRC has no provision to grant a leave of absence. The full Commission gave consensus.

City Council Vice President Michael Donovan has asked the AHRC to give a presentation to the Committee of a Whole. Janet is working with City Clerk Hanlon to find a date for the presentation. All commissioners are kindly asked to attend. Details will be discussed at the Feb. meeting. Janet charged the Community Education and Diversity Committee with compiling goals for the year to add to the presentation.

HUMAN RELATIONS OFFIER REPORT

Ismael Arceley couldn't be at the meeting because the Mayor asked him to go to Harrisburg for a meeting. He submitted a written report. 

In summary:

Ismael has provided a list of commissioners with the dates their terms’ end, he has received two complaints regarding sexual orientation. Ismael noted that the 2009 AHRC banquet raised $1,087.24 in profit, which was deposited into the City of Allentown's general fund.

Janet noted discrepancies between his written report and what he told her by phone earlier in the day, and said she would speak to him for clarification.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Community Education & Diversity Committee: 

Chairs: Adrian Shanker and Allyson Diane Hamm

Met on 1/12 - attendees were: Adrian Shanker, Allyson Diane Hamm, and Tatiana Tooley

     Adrian, with recommendation from the CE&D Committee, moved to allow the           CE&D Committee to sponsor a Multicultural Student-Community Mixer, co-     sponsored by Muhlenberg College Multicultural Center, and the Muhlenberg      College Career Center, to take place in March. Ed Diaz seconded, the motion      passed unanimously. 

Adrian will oversee the event, commissioners asked that it take place on a Tuesday night.

Dispute Resolution Committee: 

Chair: Liz Bradbury

No meeting in January

AHRC Banquet Committee: 

Chair: Adrian Shanker

No Meeting in January. First meeting to take place in February.

Publications:

STUDENT REPORTS

Chibuzo Anojulo said there had been a decrease in problems related to female gangs at Allentown High School. There will be a Valentines Day fundraiser for the Allen High School International Club is being planned.

Commissioner Adrian Shanker asked the Commission and Commissioner Debra Lamb if we could make it standard practice to include a report from the Allentown School Board Representative. The Commission agreed by consensus and Commissioner Lamb agreed to prepare a report for the February meeting.

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR
Commissioner Liz Bradbury announced that Pennsylvania Diversity Network, in conjunction with the Metropolitan Community Church of the Lehigh Valley, and Interfaith Alliance of PA, has a number of Freedom to Marry week events in both Allentown and Harrisburg including a "Court House Action" at the Lehigh County Courthouse, a ceremony at MCCLV, and the PDN Photo Project in the Capitol Rotunda.

Commissioner Adrian Shanker announced that the City of Allentown is releasing their new branding and logo on January 19th at 11am at Symphony Hall. RSVP to Caitlin Osmun at the AEDC.

Adjournment: 8:50pm

Respectfully submitted by AHRC Secretary Liz Bradbury, 

Minutes originally taken by Commissioner Adrian Shanker
