Holiday Events in the City of Allentown 2009-2010 Season

43rd Annual Interfaith Community Thanksgiving Service – First Presbyterian Church of Allentown

First Presbyterian Church of Allentown will host the 43rd annual Interfaith Community Thanksgiving Service, Wednesday evening, November 25, 2009.The following churches and synagogues, with members of their clergy and choirs, will participate in this year’s Thanksgiving Eve service of worship:

Cathedral Church of Saint Catharine of Siena – Rev. Eric Arnout

Congregation Keneseth Israel – Rabbi Dr. Robert B. Lennick & Cantor Ellen Sussman

Episcopal Church of the Mediator – Rev. Maria Tjeltveit

First Presbyterian Church of Allentown – Rev. Cynthia L. Simmons

St. Thomas More Roman Catholic Church – Rev. Msgr. John P. Murphy

Temple Beth El – Cantor Kevin Wartell

An interfaith choir with singers from St. Thomas More Roman Catholic Church, Cathedral Church of Saint Catharine of Siena, and First Presbyterian Church of Allentown will perform during the service. The choir will also accompany Cantors Ellen Sussman from Keneseth Israel and Kevin Wartell from Temple Beth El as they offer musical reflections sung in Hebrew. First Presbyterian Church’s Adult Bell Choir will perform a selection with the interfaith choir and during the service prelude. The choir will perform under the direction of Laura Rabenold, choir director at First Presbyterian Church; the Adult Bell Choir will perform under the direction of Gloria Snyder, Director of Music Ministry at First Presbyterian Church and the church’s principal organist. 

The first Thanksgiving service, the “Union Thanksgiving Service for Allentown West End”, was held in 1967 and organized by then Associate Pastor of First Presbyterian Church, Reverend John Stoner, who invited three Allentown congregations (The Cathedral Church of St. Catharine of Siena, Congregation Keneseth Israel, and Temple Beth El) to join together in celebration and worship.

First Presbyterian Church of Allentown extends an invitation for the community to join them at this year’s 43rd Thanksgiving celebration. The service is open to the public, with doors opening at 7:00 p.m. for the 7:30 service. A free will offering will be taken to benefit the work of the Second Harvest Food Bank; canned and nonperishable food donations will be delivered to the Allentown Area Ecumenical Food Bank.  For information regarding attending this service, please contact First Presbyterian Church of Allentown at 610-395-3781.

Holiday Store – Allentown Art Museum

Through 12/23
Holiday Gallery – Baum School of Art 

11/30 – 12/23.

30
David E. Rodale and Rodale Family Galleries

Opening Reception: Thursday, December 3, 6 – 8pm

Gallery Hours:

Monday – Thursday, 9am – 9:30pm

Friday - Saturday, 9am – 3pm

Please call for holiday hours.

Discover a unique shopping experience at The Baum School of Art Holiday Gallery! The Baum School of Art, once again building on the tradition of excellence in both the fine arts and crafts, proudly presents the annual Holiday Gallery Show and Sale. This year, a special effort has been made to invite a series of new artists and crafts persons that present their work in upscale craft shows and galleries. One of the features of this year’s show will be the presentation of outstanding paintings by local artists who depict landscape scenes of the Lehigh Valley. Other fine arts will be presented that demonstrate professional skills in sculpture, textiles, pottery, woodwork and jewelry. Hundreds of handcrafted items can be purchased at the gallery to make original, unique gifts this holiday season.

The 2009 Holiday Gallery artists include:

	Rudy Ackerman
	Ann Lalik
	

	Joseph Buesgen, Sr.
	Elizabeth Moerder
	

	Jennifer Capone
	Jennifer Nahan-Gidley
	

	Easton Natural Soap
	Kathy Parr
	

	Renzo Faggioli
	Emily Paulmier
	

	Rosemary Geseck
	Judith Renstrom
	

	Jaymi Greenberg
	Jonathan’s Spoons
	

	Pamela Iobst
	Barbara Talijan
	

	Barbara Kozero
	Barbara Tiberio
	

	E.J. Krall
	And others!
	


The Holiday Gallery will provide many beautiful objects for Collecting and Giving to meet every taste.  Several excellent artisans will be as follows: Jennifer Capone makes lovely dolls in delicate, ethereal garments with hand painted faces; Renzo Faggioli creates beautiful ceramic pieces; Pamela Iobst fashions lovely diochroic glass jewelry; Jonathan’s Spoons plus many other arts and crafts items. All items are modestly priced including a large selection of regional paintings. Do not miss this show and sale.

Christmas at the Pines – Pines Dinner Theatre

Through 12/27

A new entertainment venue in Allentown, Pines Dinner Theatre claims that even though we're in the heart of Allentown, when you're their guest, they'll treat you to real down-home hospitality and authentic rustic elegance. From the moment you walk in the door, until the final curtain call, they promise to give you fabulous food and a super show. 
It's the most wonderful time of the year at the Pines as they celebrate their favorite holiday. Featuring everyone's favorite Christmas carols, down-home country comedy for the whole family, the Nativity, and even Santa Claus, Pines Dinner Theatre claims “it's the most fun you'll have this holiday season.”
Hess’s Shining Stars Exhibit – Lehigh Valley Heritage Museum

Through 1/10

The exhibit, titled “Hess’s Shining Stars,” includes a reproduction of Hess’s Patio Restaurant.  A life-size mural of the legendary Max Hess is accompanied by illustrations of Dan Blocker who played Hoss Cartwright on television’s Bonanza, Zsa Zsa Gabor, James Garner of Maverick, and Barbara Eden, all of whom visited Hess’s Department Store.  Stand with Max Hess in a new mural painted especially for this exhibit.  Visitors are even invited to pose for photographs with the life-size painted figures of Max Hess and his celebrity guests.

Museum curators are promising to prominently display an authentic crystal chandelier which formerly graced the main hall of Hess Brothers.  Visitors to the museum can have their picture taken with the original Hess’s chandelier in the background.  Other items in the exhibit include authentic Hess’s fashion apparel, and items from the Patio Restaurant.  “This will be a fun exhibit for the whole family, even for those who never had the pleasure of visiting the famous department store, but have learned about it from others,” said Jill Youngken curator of the exhibit.

The World of Miniatures – Lehigh Valley Heritage Museum

Through 1/10

Over sixty miniature vignettes will be on display, each exploring different seasons of the year, with a special emphasis on Christmas. Each vignette is designed and meticulously constructed perfectly to scale.  This special exhibition is presented by the Lehigh Valley Miniature Club, Small on Scale.  Small on Scale was organized in 1978 when several miniaturists presented a dollhouse exhibit to raise funds for Lehigh Valley Child Care.  They are a Chapter of National Association of Miniature Enthusiasts (N.A.M.E.) and continue to operate for charitable and educational purposes ever since.  Small on Scale has exhibited at numerous venues including the Schwenkfelder Heritage Center in Pennsburg, Pearl S. Buck Historic Site in Bucks County, Kemerer Museum of Decorative Arts in Bethlehem where they crafted a scale room replica of Kemerer Museum’s Folk Art Room, and the Allentown Art Museum where they constructed in miniature the Frank Lloyd Wright Library.  Members of the club will be on hand to answer questions and to demonstrate their craft during various days of the exhibit.  The exhibit will be on display until January 10, 2010.  

Christmas in Pennsylvania Lecture & Book Signing – Lehigh Valley Heritage Museum 

12/5 - noon

Dr. Don Yoder, Dean of Pennsylvania Dutch folklife, will speak on Pennsylvania Dutch Christmas customs and their rich contributions to American popular culture.  Learn the history of one of the greatest holidays in America.  Dr. Yoder, who wrote the Foreword and Afterword for the expanded edition of Christmas in Pennsylvania, will sign copies of the book, which includes many new color photographs.  Get in the holiday spirit; attend this program! 

Allentown Band Annual Holiday and Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day Concert – Symphony Hall
Sunday, December 6 at 3pm 

Featuring Summer Harmony Men's Chorus, Clair Neamand, Conductor and FOUR HANDBELL CHOIRS:  Friendship Ringers from Jordan Lutheran, Orefield, Gregory Grove, Director; Glory Ringer, Union Lutheran, Schnecksville, Sue Hartney, Director; Heidelberg Concert Handbell Choir, Heidelberg Union, Slatington, Jackie Laudenslager, Director; and Holy Trinity Handbell Choir, Holy Trinity Lutheran, Bethlehem, Larry Bauer, Director.  Admission $10.00 at door or call – Jeff at 610-439-3303.

Toys for Tots Train Time Exhibit – America On Wheels 

11/27-12/27/09
Enjoy the sounds, lights and action of the many trains chugging their way around the galleries of the Lehigh Valley’s premier Transportation Museum. Fun for adults and kids of all ages! Support Toys for Tots by donating a new unwrapped toy and placing it on the Mack Truck driven by Santa in the lobby. 

O’Grady Quinlan’s Celtic Christmas Celebration – Allentown Symphony Hall

Saturday 12/19 at 7:30pm

The O'Grady Quinlan Academy is proud to present A Celtic Christmas! The opening act will showcase future champions of the O'Grady Quinlan Academy. Dancers will delight you with jigs and reels danced to holiday favorites! The Main Act will feature both Seamus Kennedy, a master showman and Irish comedian, who is delighted to bring his Christmas cheer to the stage at Allentown Symphony Hall, as well as the Champions of OGQ. Between the quick-witted humor of Seamus Kennedy and the dazzling rhythmic footwork from the O'Grady Quinlan Champion Irish Dancers, we know that your hands will be clapping and your toes will be tapping! 
Pip: The Mouse Before Christmas – Liberty Bell Shrine Museum
11/27/09-1/2/10

Beginning Friday, November 27, 2009 and extending through Saturday, January 2, 2010, the Liberty Bell Museum is pleased to present, for its seventh holiday season, the classic holiday puppet show, "Pip the Mouse: The Mouse Before Christmas." The ten-minute show takes place on the Night Before Christmas. Santa is stuck in the Chimney! Will he get out in time to deliver all of his toys?

Starring Allentown's favorite mouse, Pip, "The Mouse Before Christmas" has been a holiday tradition in Allentown since 1962, when Max Hess, Jr. purchased the stage and show for his world-famous Hess's department store in Allentown. This holiday puppet show created by Dr. George R. Creegan is celebrating its 47th Anniversary in Allentown. Come and experience all the fun and excitement yourself! Let the magic and wonder of Pip brighten your holiday. Young and old alike will love him!

A Lehigh Valley Christmas – Allentown Symphony Hall

This very special community holiday event takes place at the beautiful Symphony Hall on Thanksgiving Sunday.  This concert showcases Lehigh Valley musicians doing their favorite holiday tunes in a variety of musical genres.  Jake Kaligis, BC, Dave Fry, Zen For Primates, Large Flowerheads, Fusion Jazz Trio, Don Cunningham & The Cabinet, Hector Rosado Latin Jazz and many others, plus an All-Star Finale! There truly is something for everyone at this event!

Repertory Dance Theatre’s  Nutcracker – Allentown Symphony Hall 

12/12 & 12/13 at 2pm

Create a Holiday Tradition. Excitement is in the air as RDT kicks off its 22nd  production of Nutcracker, a Lehigh Valley holiday favorite. Get into the true holiday spirit and treat your family to the most magical gift for all ages! This season, come experience RDT’s Nutcracker at Allentown Symphony Hall with the Allentown Symphony Orchestra on December 12th and 13th at 2:00.   Meet the dancers and have some sweets at a special  Land of the Sweets Party following the Saturday Matinee. (extra ticket required.)  RDT's professional dancers lead a cast of 100 skillfully trained dancers from the area including college dancers from DeSales and Lehigh.  RDT's Nutcracker is the only Nutcracker in the Lehigh Valley area with live music. Allow RDT to carry you away with dreams of the Sugar Plum Fairy and instill a little holiday magic in all of us.  Tickets are $20-$40 and are available at 610-432-6715 or www.allentownsymphony.org.   For more information about Repertory Dance Theatre visit www.repertorydance.org. 

ART MART: Holiday Gifts – 813 Hamilton Street 
ART MART urges the public to shop locally for “Holiday Gifts.”Allentown’s newest gallery and art emporium will open Black Friday, Nov. 27 at 6pm. Art Mart, located at  813 W. Hamilton St., presents its inaugural show “Holiday Gifts,” curated by Gregory Coates. The show features original artwork - from photography and paintings to sculpture and glass - and handmade goods, such as jewelry and handbags. All the items created by the artists make thoughtful, creative gifts.
The shop will make a special effort to remain open during the city’s Tree Lighting Ceremony at Ninth and Hamilton from 4-7 p.m. December 3. The public is invited to step inside for some hot cocoa and peruse the goods offered by the area’s talented professional artists. The shop will maintain lunchtime hours several days a week, as well as evening hours on weekends. 

 

Art Mart was founded by Diane Teti. This project is a collaboration between a downtown property owner and a committee of artists and arts enthusiasts striving to enhance the arts in downtown Allentown. Volunteers will be posting up-to-date information and shop hours for Art Mart at: http://chenarts.blogspot.com 
Civic Theatre’s 20th Anniversary of A Christmas Carol – Civic’s 19th Street Theatre 

12/5-12/19

Our 20th Anniversary production of what's become one of the Lehigh Valley's favorite holiday traditions! Expect familiar elements from productions past and new twists to move us into the future, along with reunions of the thousands of actors and crew who have brought Dickens' story to life on our stage.

"...A CHRISTMAS CAROL, [is] our beloved annual tradition which features a cast of excellent adult performers and a small army of fabulous young people. 
Excitement permeates the theatre and spills out into the street as an entire community immerses itself into the Victorian world of this marvelous Dickens' classic. Before your eyes, performers transform from your family, friends, and neighbors into Ebenezer Scrooge, Tiny Tim, Jacob Marley, Belle, Fred, a trio of Spirits and an entire gamut of characters from this "ghost story" which chronicles the redemption of a single man and offers us hope for all men.
This year marks our 20th Anniversary of this production which means so much to so many people. I invite you to take your place in the audience and become a part of this holiday tradition. Arrive early to shop or grab a bite on 19th Street. Stop by the lobby to see the "A Christmas Carol" Memory book which contains the entire script and some photos of scenes throughout the years. We promise that by the final song, your heart will be warmed and you will agree with Tiny Tim as he says, "God bless us everyone.""

Sharon Lee Glassman
President, Civic Theatre Board of Directors
Breakfast with Pip the Mouse and the Little Shoppers’ Village – Liberty Bell Shrine Museum

12/5

Join us for breakfast with "Pip the Mouse" from 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall at Zion Church. Pip will greet guests during breakfast. Afterward, "The Mouse Before Christmas" will be performed in the Museum. Each child may have an individual color photograph with Pip standing next to Zion's Liberty Bell replica.

The breakfast menu will include scrambled eggs, home fries, sausage links, hot cakes, wheat or white toast, juice, coffee, and tea. Each seating will be for 25 people; plan to be at the Museum one hour. Reserve your seating at 8:30, 9:00, 9:30, 10:00, or 10:30 a.m. as soon as possible. A maximum of 25 people will be seated each half-hour. Walk-ins are welcome on a first come, first-served basis. (The Little Shoppers Village be available during breakfast.)

The cost for the breakfast, which includes "The Mouse Before Christmas" performance and a holiday activity pack, is $6.00 for adults, $4.00 for children. Please call 610-435-4232 for reservations.
In the Little Shoppers’ Village children will have the opportunity to shop for gifts for their parents, siblings and others, in their own little "store" with items priced reasonably. The store is for children only and volunteers will be present to help the children purchase their items.
Camelot for Children’s Christmas Spectacular – Allentown Symphony Hall

12/5

Come join Camelot For Children for their annual spectacular.  Enjoy great music while you help some great children! This year's concert includes the talents of such headliners as Lou Christie, the Duprees and Gary Puckett! Take a break from the holiday bustle and give yourself a great gift!
Hess’s Vintage Film Night – Lehigh Valley Heritage Museum
12/11 at 7pm

Relive the magic as you view a vintage Hess’s film, then hear former employees discuss how Hess’s turned the holidays into magic.
New Year’s at the White House – Lehigh Valley Heritage Museum

12/30 at 7pm 

Join us for a special holiday evening of spiced cider and cookies as we explore some of the historic episodes in American history that occurred in the White House at New Year’s, including Abraham Lincoln’s issuing of the Emancipation Proclamation. FREE to members.  Non-members $6 adults, $3 children. 
2010 Family New Year’s Science Party – Da Vinci Science Center 

Thursday, 12/31 from 6-10 p.m.

Guests at the Da Vinci Science Center’s 2010 Family New Year’s Eve Science Party– will help the Center create the region’s biggest new year’s blast. The celebration will culminate with an outdoor Mystery Blast created by party guests shortly before 10 p.m. Party entertainment will be provided by the much-anticipated return of “Balloon Freak” John Cassidy – a comedian and magician who holds several Guinness World Records and has delighted crowds around the world. Party guests will enjoy a dinner buffet, an Ice Cream World dessert station, noisemakers, and hands-on science fun for all ages. Each guest also will receive a Swag Bag of gifts from party sponsors. 
