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City of Allentown

May 2010
Dear:

Why do we have to fight so hard for the programs that save lives, create futures, and everything else in between? I’m not sure of the answer, but I am sure fighting for the continuation of Weed and Seed is required. If the state budget eliminates funding for Weed and Seed 8 years of progress made thus far will be halted and the community will be in jeopardy for an increase in crime and a decrease in the quality of life. I ask you to advocate in support of continued funding of Weed and Seed programs.
The City of Allentown Weed and Seed initiative is an effective community safety and revitalization strategy and while the 17 State Weed and Seed sites have projects unique to their community, we are all providing a cost effective approach to improving the lives of PA citizens. We are alarmed the impact of cutting Weed and Seed will, as Charley Lee, May 9, 2009 states, “balance the budget on the backs of those who cannot fight back.”
Allentown Weed and Seed has over 70 stakeholders including representation from residents, law enforcement, non-profits, faith based and government. In a relatively short period of time we have much to show for the State’s investment. Above all, recent Allentown police statistics show within the Weed and Seed community Crime has gone down five consecutive years! Without the ongoing support of PA Weed and Seed the hard work of law enforcement and countless volunteers, will be greatly hampered. Allentown cannot afford to take steps back after making critical progress in our community safety and revitalization efforts.

Revitalization activities, such as Weed and Seed are the smartest strategies for investing in communities and the data reflect this.  The Weed and Seed Employment Counselor has helped over 300 residents find full-time employment with benefits. Over 50 small businesses have received assistance from the Weed and Seed Micro-Enterprise program. These 50 businesses have hired over 65 residents. A focus on youth has resulted in the formation of a Youth Coalition comprised of youth providers whom meet regularly to collaborate on how to best serve the needs of Weed and Seed youth. Every week, youth coalition members serve over 200 youth and their families. As stated previously, in the area of public safety, crime is down. In fact, crime has declined for five consecutive years. Safe and affordable housing is being built in the community. One non-profit housing partner completed nine affordable townhomes featuring 2000 sq ft selling for $109,000. This revitalization has happened while Pennsylvania’s economy was losing jobs, investments were down and businesses forced to close.  Given, the City of Allentown is the third largest city in the state, the work of Allentown Weed and Seed is a critical component to restoring prosperity to Pennsylvania.  Without funding these investments will go away.  

Over the next several years, the City of Allentown Weed and Seed looks forward to continuing our revitalization efforts.  In the area of increased safety, this will include the establishment of a Regional Crime Center, the continued deployment of surveillance cameras, the continued scheduling of police/resident community relations workshops, and the continued scheduling of police overtime in the weed and seed community. With respect to improving resident’s quality of life, we will continue to focus on youth with an emphasis on providing evidenced based programs designed to address strengthening families. We believe if children see their family as their gang, they will be less inclined to join street gangs. We will continue to focus on increasing the standard of living of residents by continuing to provide a dedicated employment counselor for this community. Residents will receive the assistance they need for finding a job, getting a job, keeping a job and advancing on the job. None of these initiatives would be possible without the resources provided through PA Weed and Seed.  

We implore you to advocate for the continued funding of the Weed and Seed program. The residents of Allentown Center City and the First Ward are worth the investment. We are extremely grateful for your willingness to consider this matter and are hopeful that we can count on your support in keeping this very important funding.  

Sincerely,
Name
Title (Resident, role within Weed and Seed, Organization…)

Address

Phone

Email

