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There is evidence that the City of Allentown Weed and Seed program has made a great difference in its eight years of existence. 
In a relatively short period of time we have much to show for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s investment. Crime is down, more than 300 residents have received assistance finding full time employment, over 200 youth are engaged in safe and positive activities every week, and just last year 10 families became homeowners in the target area. 

Allentown Weed and Seed has more than 70 stakeholders including representation from residents, law enforcement, non-profit organizations, faith-based groups and government. In 2002 the Weed and Seed target area accounted for 22% of the city’s crime, although the area contains 12% of the city’s population. By 2010 overall crime fell to 18% in the target area! 
Without the ongoing support of PA Weed and Seed, the hard work of law enforcement and countless volunteers, will be greatly hampered. Allentown cannot afford to take steps back after making critical progress in our community safety and revitalization efforts.

We implore you to advocate for the continued funding of the Weed and Seed program. The residents of Allentown Center City and the First Ward are worth the investment. We are extremely grateful for your willingness to consider this matter and are hopeful that we can count on your support in keeping this very important funding for all 17 PA Weed and Seed sites. 

