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 Serve Allentown                                            Grant Announcement

GOAL: 	The Allentown “Love Our City” initiative was developed to increase volunteerism in addressing the City’s needs.
WHO: 	Using volunteers, youth and adults, from faith-based, community, business, school groups as well as interested individuals, the City will coordinate this initiative to revitalize and clean up neighborhoods one block at a time.
HOW: 	We invite volunteers to transform the community by applying for a mini-grant up to $750.  Projects should remove blight AND replace with a beautification item(s).
Requirements for project selection
Love Our City projects may address, but are not limited to, clearing of illegal dumping projects, graffiti removal, cleaning of littered neighborhood blocks and alleys, clearing of tree wells, community gardens, community art projects, safety improvement projects.
Grant criteria will include identification of both new and existing volunteers and projects with a focus of on-going maintenance and beautification efforts. Grant will be implemented in approximately three phases.  
Phase 1 	●Mini-grant submission: February 3, 2014 to March 15, 2014 
	●Grants will be awarded approximately April 1, 2014
	●Projects implementation:   April 15 to July 15, 2014
	●Approximately 9 projects will be awarded.

 Phase 2 	●Mini-grant submission: July 15, 2014 to August 16, 2014 - 
●Grants will be awarded approximately  September 2, 2014
	●Project implementation:  September 16, 2014 to October 31, 2014
	●Approximately 7 projects will be awarded.

Phase 3	●Mini-grant submission:  January 15, 2015, by March 15, 2015 - (9) “Love our City” 
●Grants will be awarded approximately April 1, 2015. 
	●Project implementation:  April 15 to July 15, 2015.
	●Approximately 9 projects will be awarded.  


Q & A informational session

[bookmark: _GoBack]All grantees will be required to attend a MANDATORY orientation to cover program details. At this meeting grantee will receive half of their mini-grant funds.
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