ALLENTOWN HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION

MEETING Notes

October 13, 2010

Present: Liz Bradbury, Walter Felton, Allyson Diane Hamm, Debra Lamb, Janet Ney, Debbie Rozear, Adrian Shanker 

Excused: 

Absent: Ed Diaz

Guests: Catherine Pearson-Jackson, Nitin Laud

City: Human Relations Officer Ismael Arcelay;  Sgt. Keith Morris, Allentown Police Department;  Tawanna Whitehead, Deputy City Clerk

CALL TO ORDER

Chairperson Janet Ney called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m.

APPROVAL OF NOTES  -- No comments

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT  

   Sgt. Keith Morris said he did not have anything to report, and was told he’d just have to answer questions. 

   Ismael Arcelay said that the Commission had hoped that we would have consistency in the officer who would come tot he meetings. Janey Ney added that though we enjoy meeting all the officers it would be easier if it was the same officer each time.  Adrian asked if there was any more information about the number of officers who are able to speak Spanish. Sgt. Morris said the department is making an effort to seek and train officers in Spanish language.

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT  

   Janet changed the agenda to allow for the Awards Celebration update and information to be presented first.

   Adrian gave a full report on the Awards Celebration plans, program, venue, volunteer schedule, finances, sponsors, food, drinks, timing, proclamations, programs, revenue, speaking order, seating, clean-up, name-tags, and requirements for Commissioners and staff during the event and many other things. 

   Janet spoke about the DCED grant and the execution of the contract. We must ask for an extension for the grant. 

    Janet states that we have a list of 6 people who are interested in applying for the Commission. Two people have applied. She mentioned two others, including Nitin Laud. Debbie Rozear mentioned she also knew of someone.

   Janet said that everyone should have received the report she made about the Commission to City Council. She said that two Council members had already expressed their support of the Commission and thanked her for the report.

    Janet asked that Commissioners come early to the next meeting for orientation of new student members.

   Janet asked if the December meeting could be switched to December 1st. Consensus was in favor. Ismael will get the word out about that meeting change.

   Janet asked Commissioners to consider changing the meeting night. She will send out an email poll on that.

   Janet spoke about her meeting with the Mayor. She filled him in on the survey of the Commission - Highlights include: Concerns on Solicitor’s opinions, how we speak to each other, asking for full reports from Ismael on his work during the month for the Commission, marketing plan, hearing complaints. Janet will meet with the Mayor again.

   Janet suggested that the Commission devote a portion of each meeting to hearing form groups in the City -- And we use a framework to tell these groups what we do and allow these groups to speak about their work and express how we can help them, voice their concerns about the City and what they would like us to communicate to City Council and Mayor. 

  Allyson asked what the process would be for inviting each group. A number of ideas were considered. Janet said the whole Commission would have to work on making this happen. Debbie said that we could start with the number of groups we are already involved with. 

   Adrian suggested that we work not only with minority focus groups but also with groups like  the Young Success Zone, that works with inner city youth. He said that working with identity groups is fine, but that other types of groups would be important to map the City as well.

  Nitin asked if this would be more likely to be organizations or groups of people. Organizations would be more likely. He suggested outreach to Muslim groups and that was discussed at length, positively. 

   Adrian suggested Casa Guadalupe especially because Casa was a sponsor of the Celebration. 

   Debbie suggested the Latino leadership alliance.

   Janet said that the Mayor has suggested that there is also room for dialog with businesses. 

   Janet said she would email Commissioners for their suggestions. 

   Liz Bradbury spoke about the City Council consideration of Domestic Partner benefits for City employees. She explained that the City Solicitor felt that there might be a lawsuit, based on the Anti-discrimination Ordinance if benefits were offered to only same-sex partners. City Solicitor suggested there were two courses - first to give benefits to everyone, but the Mayor and City Council do not want to do that because they feel that it would be too expensive. The other way to make this work would be to make a one line change to the Anti-Discrimination Ordinance to say that offering these benefits to same-sex partners, will not be considered discrimination. Liz handed out the Ordinance and showed what the change would be. 

   Walter Felton expressed some concern and asked if Obama’s healthcare plan would cover these benefits. Several Commissioners said it would not.

   Debra Lamb expressed her support.

   Several Commissioners said they felt the Commission should have a formal vote:

Adrian Shanker moved that: The Commission supports this language change to the Human Relations Ordinance, that will be presented to City Council in the coming weeks.

Passed 6-0 with one abstention.

HUMAN RELATIONS OFFICER'S REPORT

Janet presented the Complaint Brochure and said that the Mayor would help to set up a meeting with the City Solicitor and PHRC Chair Stave Glassman

Ismael presented his written report. He also included information about fair housing issues. 

As the Human Relations Officer he stated he had received one compliant about sexual discrimination -- he has had no further information about that.

Ismael said that he is working on a complaint with an individual and organization. He said he is working on a conciliation meeting.

Liz stated that she was concerned about this because conciliation requires that probable cause had been found based on the ordinance. Adrian read out the language of the ordinance that confirmed this. Ismael said that he could not determine who was at fault, and the City Solicitor has told him to move forward to try to work this out. Liz and Janet stated that this was mediation. Ismael said the Commission should talk to the City Solicitor about this. Several Commissioners said that they had tried to speak to the City Solicitor but that he would not respond. Janet said she would contact the City Solicitor about this to get clarification.

Liz made the statement that she did not know what to do about this kind of situation. She said that she had worked for years and the Commission had spent thousands of dollars to train to do mediation until the City Solicitor told her that the Commission could not do mediation, and now the City Solicitor is telling the Human Relations Officer to do mediation. Liz said, I do not know how to deal with this.

Janet asked if Ismael had prepared the formal complaint form. Ismael said that he only had 4 fours a week to do this and had not had time. Ismael said that Fair Housing was half of this job. Janet said that during her meeting with the Mayor that day, the Mayor had told her Ismael’s job was 20% for the Commission. Janet said she would talk to the Mayor again about this.

ALLENTOWN SCHOOL SYSTEM REPORT
Debra Lamb reported that student representatives to the Commission had been assigned and reported. A Commissioner and alternate from each of Allen and Dieruff High Schools. Students will come half an hour early to the next AHRC meeting for orientation. 

Allyson asked if she could have the language for the ASD anti-bullying policy. Debra said she could send it via email.

Janet added that she had sent a letter to Mayor Callahan of Bethlehem in support of their effort towards a Bethlehem Human Relations Commission.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
AHRC Banquet Committee: -- Given earlier

STUDENT REPORTS

No Report

Courtesy of the Floor

Next meeting; Wednesday, November 10th, 2010, 7 PM in the 5th floor Conference Room, City Hall

