ALLENTOWN HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION

Minutes

November 10, 2010

Present: Liz Bradbury, Ed Diaz, Allyson Diane Hamm, Debra Lamb, Janet Ney, Debbie Rozear, Adrian Shanker, Walter Felton, both students

City: Human Relations Officer Ismael Arcelay;   Deputy City Clerk Tawanna Whitehead,

CALL TO ORDER

Chairperson Janet Ney called the meeting to order at 7:11 p.m.

Meeting Minutes From March 2010 were approved. Notes of the September Meeting were also approved.

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT

Janet Ney explained, based on a memo from the City Solicitor's office, why the Commission could not do mediation but that the Commission could investigate and work on conciliation of discrimination complaints.  

Liz talked about the specific language of the City Solicitor's memo that dealt with how the Commission may investigate complaints. She drew attention to the part of the Solicitor's memo the requires the Commission investigation of complaints to find probable cause before conciliation could take place. 

Janet and other Commissioners discussed having other departments and other organizations in the Community coming to meetings to discuss and bring to the Commission their concerns.

Ed suggested we have public service announcements to outreach to the community to market what the Commission can do for the people and groups in Allentown.

Janet mentioned that there were two people who have Commission applications in to the Mayor's office. 

Janet reported that the Mayor indicated Ismael's time for the Commission is 20% of his job.

Janet said that the Mayor would like the Commission to speak to the Morning Call about racist and anti-minority comments in the Morning Call. 

Adrian volunteered to set up a meeting with the Morning Call for this discussion.

Janet asked if the December meeting could be cancelled. Commissioners because the date had to be changed and then changed again.

Liz said that the December meeting is the time when officers are elected to the Commission. 

Commissioners agreed that since the entire Commission was present it would be alright to elect Commission Officers for 2011.

Liz nominated Janet Ney for Chair, seconded by _____.     Voted in unanimously.

Ed (?) nominated Allyson Diane Hamm for Vice Chair, seconded by _____     Voted in unanimously.

Adrian nominated Debbie Rozear for Secretary, seconded by Liz. Voted in unanimously.

Adrian (?) nominated Ed Dias for an At Large position on the Executive Committee, seconded by _____.   Voted in unanimously.

Liz nominated Walter for an At Large position on the Executive Committee, seconded by Adrian.     Voted in unanimously.

HUMAN RELATIONS OFFICER'S REPORT

Ismael reported that he attended the meeting with Janet and the Mayor. 

He reported that the State Human Relations Commission has opened a satellite location at the Hispanic Center in Bethlehem which will take complaints one day a mont. The person staffing it will be fluent in Spanish.

He stated he also works on housing and tenant rights for the City.

Ismael said that he and Janet would be having a meeting with the City Solicitor to clarify 

a variety information he is getting from the Mayor, City Solicitor, and the Commission. Additional concerns about this were discussed.

A paper with information about the costs of the Awards Celebration was distributed. 

Janet said she would go back to the Mayor for clarification. Adrian was concerned that the paper indicated that City Staff time was charged to the costs of the event but that the Commission had not been made aware that work on the event by the Human Relations Officer would be added to the costs of the events. He asked also that he be paid for money that he personally paid and has been asking for for several weeks. 

ALLENTOWN SCHOOL SYSTEM REPORT

Debra Lamb reported that the old Jackson Elementary School building is to be used as an alternative space for at risk students with special needs. 

STUDENT REPORTS

Student Commissioners reported that there have been security issues at the High School that had to do with unauthorized people in the school and with security guards inattention to conflicts that escalated into fights.

Diversity Committee

Adrian talked about a possible relator training to encourage more diversity in the City.

Adrian talked about Walter Naegle (Partner to Civil Rights Activist and planner of the March on Washington, Bayard Rustin) coming to Muhlenberg in March and asked if the Commission would cosponsor this event.  Adrian explained that it would be a non-financial sponsorship, with only the responsibility of getting the word out. 

Allyson moved that the Commission co-sponsor this event ___ seconded. Vote: 

Dispute Resolution Committee 

Liz reported that the legislation to protect Allentown businesses which offered domestic partner benefits to same-sex couples from lawsuits was passed by City Council unanimously. 

Awards Celebration Committee

Janet thanked Adrian for running the Awards Celebration this year and said many people spoke about it very positively. The Commissioners clapped.

Meeting Adjorned

