ALLENTOWN HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION

MEETING Notes 

June 9, 2010

Present: Liz Bradbury, Walter Felton, Allyson Diane Hamm, Rabbi Rob Lennick, Janet Ney, Debbie Rozear, Adrian Shanker, 

Excused: Ed Diaz, Debra Lamb
Absent: Chibuzo Anojulo, Yamari Portolatin
City: City Councilwoman Jeanette Eichenwald Human Relations Officer Ismael Arcelay; Captain Darell Hendricks, Allentown Police Department; Tawanna Whitehead, Allentown City Deputy City Clerk

Guests: Nitin Laud

CALL TO ORDER

Chairperson Janet Ney called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. She explained that because there was no quorum, business could not be conducted. Jeanette Eichenwald asked if there are any new applications for AHR Commissioners.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
There was no quorum, so the minutes of the March meeting could not be approved.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Captain Darrell Hendricks reported that 1205 people applied for the police academy and 1100 took the test (probably the largest group ever). He said there was a great mix of diversity (25% to 35%) though he did not know the exact number and noted that he felt many people applied because of the job security.

He said there were many women, but last year all the women failed the vertical jump test. 

Commissioners (Liz Bradbury, Adrian Shanker, and others) expressed concern that because all the women failed and this is a frequent problem for women applicants, the standard may be discriminatory against women. 

Capt. Hendricks said he thought that probably the same proportion of men failed the test, but regardless the test is a State and national standard.

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT

Janet Ney asked if it was a good idea to cancel the July meeting since 3 Commissioners will not be able to attend and that a quorum would be impossible to achieve. No one objected. Ismael said he would make a public announcement, reflecting the cancellation.

Commissioners expressed frustration that quorum is hard to achieve with such a small number of appointed Commissioners. 

Rabbi Rob Lennick asked if we should consider changing the Ordinance to make quorum easier to achieve. 

Liz suggested that changing the student status to advisory status rather than full Commissioners would be the way to go if we felt it was appropriate to change the Ordinance. 

Janet said getting more additional adults Commissioners would also work. 

Ismael Arcelay said people had expressed interest in applying.

Debbie Rozear suggested that students studying political science may be interested in applying.

Janet asked Ismael about fixing the City’s web site to re-include the entire list of protected classes in the hiring section. Ismael responded that he was working on this and it should be updated soon. Ismael also said he was working on the data about the number of Latino teachers hired in the last few hiring cycles. He also said the business cards for Commissioners will be done. He said he would send out a communication to the Commissioners to get this information.

Janet asked about the financial information about the last awards celebration. Ismael said he would get it. It was in his office. 

Ismael said he had explained to the Mayor that the prior banquets have made money. Last year the Commission made $1500.

The meeting between Steve Glassman (PHARC Chair) and Allentown City Solicitors has been postponed to August.

Ismael said he was getting the contract with the Symphony Hall finished and it will be signed soon.

Grant Information:  The budget must be changed in the grant. Janet explained that the original language is outdated and needs to be modified. 

Rob suggested that some of the money should be spent for a strategic planning retreat. 

Liz explained that the original language was based on planning but the language was changed. She and other Commissioners agreed that planning, training, development, some supplies, and the production of publications should be included.

Creating publications mirroring the guidelines that Philadelphia’s Commission was 

suggested.

Janet said that we must come up with cost figures for training, printing, and the retreat. The Commission agreed that this task should be completed by August. 

Human Relations Officer’s Report 

Ismael talked about working with Liz on the format of his complaint reports. Liz suggested that the format of Ismael’s report that he used at first was very good and suggested he continue to use it. He agreed to do so.

Ismael said he was ready to begin an investigation of racial discrimination within a local youth organization. 

Adrian said that it was good for the Commission to take up cases of this sort to demonstrate that the Commission is doing actual work on issues of discrimination regarding citizens.

Ismael also mentioned a possible EEOC case. 

Janet asked about the school districts non-discrimination policy. Adrian said that was something he was taking up. He found that the school district does have an updated policy similar to Allentown’s law, but that the school administration had not updated it in the printed medium, nor have they changed their web site so few people know about it.

Janet also asked for the list of the actual expenses on the 2009 dinner. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Diversity & Community Education Committee: 

Chairs: Adrian Shanker and Allyson Diane Hamm

AHRC Banquet Committee: 

Chair: Adrian Shanker

Adrian said the celebration is moving along as planned. He emphasized that the contract must go in. The nomination form and press release draft is done and unless people have changes it will be sent out very soon.

Adrian went through the list of 5 diverse potential speakers that he had sought as potential speakers at the event. Two of these speakers responded that their schedules would allow then to speak on the date of the celebration at no cost. Rob suggested that the topic of the speech might be chosen and then find someone to address it. Nitin Laud suggested that when there is only one main speaker, it is hard to satisfy everyone. 

After considerable discussion, Commissioners agreed by consensus that Kay Kyungsun Yu, Esq., Chair of the Philadelphia Human Relations Commission would be the speaker. Consensus was that we should ask her to speak on immigration issues. 

Dispute Resolution Committee: 

Chair: Liz Bradbury

Liz  said that she, Ed Dias and Ismael had met. She handed out copies of the draft of the text she crafted for the “Filing a Complaint” brochure that Ismael had designed and presented in the last meeting. It was suggested that contact information for the Commission should be included on the back of the brochure. Ismael asked how he could help get this done. Liz said she had just sent him the e-file of the text. She suggested he just integrate the text into the brochure design and have it for the next meeting, if not before. It was agreed that a copy machine short run printing could be done of a small number of brochures for summer events, and additions and corrections could be done later.

STUDENT REPORTS

No Report

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 

Adrian asked Jeanette about the City Council Ordinance that impacted the Commission. Jeanette explained that it requires the Commission to submit a one-year paln.
Adjournment: 8:45pm

Respectfully submitted by AHRC Secretary Liz Bradbury 

