ALLENTOWN HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION

MEETING MINUTES

March 10, 2010

Present: Liz Bradbury, Ed Diaz, Walter Felton, Allyson Diane Hamm, Debra Lamb,, Rabbi Rob Lennick, Janet Ney, Debbie Rozear, Adrian Shanker

Absent: Chibuzo Anojulo, Tatiana Tooley

City: Human Relations Officer Ismael Arcelay; Deputy City Clerk Tawanna Whitehead; Sergeant Rick London, Allentown Police Department 

CALL TO ORDER

Chairperson Janet Ney called the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Janet asked for a review of the minutes of the previous meeting. It was noted that the February meeting was cancelled due to bad weather.


A motion was moved and seconded that the minutes of the January 13, 2009, meeting be approved as presented.

The motion was approved - vote: 8-0-1, Allyson Diane Hamm abstained

.

POLICE DEPARTMENT REPORT

Sergeant Rick London reported testing of police candidates would take place in April at the Police Academy. Recruitment for new officers will begin again in May. 

Sgt. London asked that Commissioners circulate applications. He said the Police Department feels the Commission is a key partner in distributing information to a diverse population of potential candidates.

The topic of mobile phone availability for those who are arrested was discussed further. Sgt. London stated that though the phones are confiscated upon arrest, people needing to make a call would be allowed to access phone numbers on the phone if they needed to do so.

Liz Bradbury brought up a concern about organizations which hold permits for rallies or events and the problem of opposing organizations disrupting those rallies or events by using bullhorns and standing in front of permitted speakers. Liz stated that she had been asked to present information to the Commission and the Police re a recent court decision that requires opposing organizations to refrain from intentional disruption in this manner. She presented the text of the court decision to Sgt. London and sent PDF copies to each of the Commissioners.

Sgt. London said he would take the text of the decision back to Police Department Administration for review.  

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT
Janet Ney welcomed new Commissioner, Debbie Rozear.

Janet announced that Dan Bosket and Ray O’Connell have resigned from the Commission.

School District: 

Janet brought up the girl gangs in Allentown Public Schools issue that Student Commissioner Chibuzo Anojulo had referred to in a previous meeting. 

Debra Lamb said that representatives from the ASD Safety Task Force will report on this in the May meeting. 

Adrian Shanker asked that demographics on the School Board and Administration be provided.

Committees:

The AHRC Committee list was circulated again so that Commissioners could indicate in which committee they will participate.

Amendments to Guidelines:

Janet stated that due to information from the City Solicitor, amendments to the Commission’s guidelines are necessary. Amendments must be reviewed and voted on by the Commission.

Commission Membership and Attendance:

Janet said that full attendance and full membership on the Commission is very important to enable the Commission to achieve quorum and the ability for the Commission to vote and do other business.

Ismael Arcelay confirmed that former Commissioners’ names remain on the Commission list even if they have resigned from the Commission and their term has ended, until their Commission slot is filled. Commissioners expressed concern about this.

City Councilmember Jeanette Eichenwald said that City Council is prepared to pass the Mayor’s appointments as soon as possible.

City Council Report:

Janet said that she had spoken with City Councilmember Michael Donovan who has asked that the Commission report to Council about the Commission’s work and projects. Janet indicated that this presentation would be in the Spring, and requested input and involvement from all Commissioners.

Jeanette said that Commissioners should bring all their concerns to this Council presentation.

DCED Grant:

Janet said that a $5000 DCED grant has been awarded to the Commission. However, the grant spending assignments must be changed to better reflect the needs of the Commission at this time. 

Debra suggested training with the State Human Relations Commission. Rabbi Rob Lennick said that the retreat/workshop Commissioners had last year was very helpful. Janet suggested planning strategy. Liz suggested that some funding be used for needed publications.

       A motion was moved by Allyson and seconded by Adrian that: 

“The Commission agrees to modify the grant language to facilitate the use of        funding for current Commission needs and efforts.”

The motion was approved - vote: 9-0-0

Report on Creating Change:

Adrian and Allyson reported on the national Creating Change Conference in Texas in which they both were presenters for their respective organizations. 

Adrian also mentioned the physical inclusiveness of the conference. He stated that Mayor Pawlowski fully supports Commissioners work at outside diversity conferences. The City provided coverage of these Commissioners’ work in press releases and on the City’s on-line news reports.

Adrian presented information on chronic homelessness of GLBT youth. Allyson provided statistical information that homeless GLBT youth feel unsafe in shelters.

Debbie Rozear said that some information might indicate that some local homeless shelters do not admit people in wheelchairs. Further discussion about accessibility of shelters ensued.

HUMAN RELATIONS OFFICER REPORT

Ismael Arceley reported that he received and acted on two discrimination complaints this month. One involved sexual orientation, but was past the 180-day filing limit.

The other complaint involved Gender Identity. Ismael sought advice from the City Solicitor re this complaint. Some Commissioners were concerned about the full application of the Ordinance in this case regarding the determination of Gender Identity. Adrian agreed to provide Ismael with further information on this issue.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Community Education & Diversity Committee: 

Chairs: Adrian Shanker and Allyson Diane Hamm

Met: February 9th.

Adrian reminded Commissioners that the AHRC Multicultural event at Muhlenberg College would be on March 16th.

Dispute Resolution Committee: 

Chair: Liz Bradbury

Next meeting set for March 29th.

AHRC Banquet Committee: 

Chair: Adrian Shanker

Met: February 9th

Adrian outlined preliminary plans and ideas for the banquet. Next meeting was set for March 14th.

Publications:

STUDENT REPORTS

No Report

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR
Debra said that the Allentown School Board would like some Commissioners to take part in the interview of the candidates for School Superintendent.

Liz and Debbie each agreed to attend the four interviews.

Adjournment: 9:05pm

Respectfully submitted by AHRC Secretary Liz Bradbury, 

