When asked to describe the atmosphere of the holiday season in the City of Allentown, the word bustling comes to mind. The ways one can celebrate the most wonderful time of year in the Queen City are truly countless! A glimpse at the magic of the season: performers from A Christmas Carol and The Nutcracker grace the stages at beautiful historical theatres, trains chug throughout the transportation museum, numerous musicians play the tunes of familiar holiday carols and spectacular displays transform a city park into a magnificent wonderland filled with brilliant lights. Art institutions offer unique gifts at their special seasonal shops, historical locations display relics of Christmases past and act out skits which remind the audience of yesteryear also calling visitors to the city. 

The festivities begin as early as the first week of November when several of the exhibitions open.  The calendar boasts a myriad of reasons for people from the Lehigh Valley and beyond to gather their loved ones and take advantage of the abundant culture, art, history and entertainment that Allentown has to offer. 

The City of Allentown officially commemorates the start of this special season with its annual Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony. This celebration will take place in the 800 Block of Hamilton Street on December 3rd from 4 until 7pm. This perfect location is in the heart of the City’s downtown. The pocket park where the tree stands is adjacent to Allentown’s PPL skyscraper which is decorated to serve as a holiday symbol throughout the Lehigh Valley decorated. Recognized as a beacon of light year-round the PPL Building’s holiday transformation is a beloved tradition. 

Similarly, the annual Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony includes traditional holiday favorites: hot chocolate, Santa Claus and a majestic tree as the foundation. Many enhancements will attract attendees in 2009.  A few of the features include: an elf parade, appearances by characters from The Nutcracker, Pip the Mouse and Mrs. Claus. Storefronts decorated with snowflakes adorned with holiday-themed haiku written by locals have been added and will make this a truly unique event. 

Being a free event, the City of Allentown’s Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony provides a great opportunity for people to gather and join in the holiday cheer. Downtown employees can head to the festivities upon completion of their workday. After scooping up their little ones, from school moms and dads can bring them to the celebration and city residents can congregate and participate in the fun. Please consider yourself cordially invited to join us on December 3rd between four and seven o’clock to sing some carols, eat some cookies and warm your heart. Plenty of free parking is located in the Farr Lot located on Eighth Street between Linden and Hamilton Streets.  

Another Allentown holiday tradition fourteen years in the making is Lights in the Parkway. This event transforms the beautiful Lehigh Parkway into a winter wonderland with thousands of twinkling lights and accompanying music.  Hundreds of animated displays delight visitors from all over the Lehigh Valley and many surrounding areas. Tens of thousands of cars full of families, couples and friends visit Lights in the Parkway each year. Lights in the Parkway is the perfect opportunity for families to enjoy time together. After a journey through the spectacular displays, visitors can stop by the Gift Barn which hosts vendors selling everything from candies to handmade treasures. This is one of the most economical holiday attractions in the area with admission being $7 per vehicle. For 2009, Lights season will run from December 11th through January 3rd. The lights shine nightly (with the exception of Christmas) from 5:30 through 10pm. For more information visit the event’s official website at www.lightintheparkway.com.   
Observing its 20th Anniversary during the 2009 holiday season, A Christmas Carol will bring Civic Theatre’s stage to life from December 4th through the 19th. The audience can expect familiar elements from productions past and new twists to move the production into the future, along with reunions of the thousands of actors and crew who have brought Dickens' story to life on Civic’s stage. Further information can be attained by visiting www.civictheatre.com or by calling 610-432-8943. 
For information on holiday events, contact Tara Craig, Special Events Manager for the City of Allentown by phone at 610-437-7530 or through e-mail at craigt@allentowncity.org. Another resource which will be up and running by mid-November can be found at www.allentownpa.gov/holiday. This new page catalogues the holiday happenings throughout Allentown making it easy to see the variety of events along with their critical details. 
