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STIMULUS FUNDS IMPACTING HOMELESSNESS

A Stimulus Fund grant for Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing will be reaching hundreds of needy clients.  Allentown Mayor Ed Pawlowski and representatives of four human services agencies announced today that the grant of nearly $1.13m will be used to assist some 281 Allentown households with rental assistance and 231 Allentown households with utility payments.  The announcement was made during a late morning news conference in City Council Chambers.

“We are happy to report today that progress is being made here in Allentown,” said Mayor Pawlowski.  “The high unemployment rate means families are struggling to have the resources to keep a roof over their heads.  This stimulus is having a positive effect on Allentown families.”
The U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development approved the Allentown three year homelessness prevention assistance grant as part of the federal government’s $787 billion stimulus package.  Five different programs are receiving stimulus funding.
“We were able to secure the funds because the Allentown Commission on Ending Chronic Homelessness had already identified housing as a critical need for the chronic homeless and had been working its plan,” said Pawlowski.   

The purpose of the Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housing Program is to provide homelessness prevention assistance to households who would otherwise become homeless – due to the current economic crisis – and to provide assistance to rapidly re-house persons who are homeless as defined by a specific section of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act.

According to the McKinney Act, a homeless person is a person sleeping in a place not meant for human habitation or in an emergency shelter; and a person in transitional housing for homeless persons who originally came from the street or an emergency shelter.

HUD expects the resources to be targeted to serve households that are most in need of this temporary assistance and are most likely to achieve stable housing outside the HPRP after the program concludes.

“The bad economic news of the past few months has been staggering,” said Pawlowski.  “These funds are helping people stay in a home instead of being forced out onto the streets.”

The HPRP grant program is another step in an on-going effort to stem the tide of homelessness in Allentown.  The Allentown Commission on Ending Chronic Homelessness was formed in June 2006 to create and implement a plan to end homelessness within 10 years in the city.  At its inception, the commission was comprised of 53 members representing civic and government offices, private business, social service and religious professionals.  Participants recognized a need to address the needs of chronic homeless and to tighten up the safety net.
The commission released its second year report in October, saying its efforts have reflected a greater integration of successful practices and a more unified community approach to the issue of homelessness in the city.  According to Allentown Deputy Director of the Department of Community & Economic Development Steering Committee Co-Chair Lauren Giguere, “Our committees remain focused on prevention, intervention and infrastructure.  Our strategies have included creating a procedure for homeless camp closures, education, dissemination and outreach.  We successfully developed a comprehensive electronic list of services for the chronically homeless for use by social service providers, first responders and others.”
It was announced last month that Grace Episcopal Church has donated a three-story building at North Fifth & Linden streets at half its value to New Bethany Ministries.  New Bethany will convert it into a new center called Grace House to further accommodate the chronically homeless. Six single-room-occupancy units will be created within a group home setting on the lower two floors of the property, supplemented by a living room, kitchen and dining area, three bathrooms and a laundry facility.
The commission is sponsoring a community seminar to further develop a holistic approach to ending the cycle of homelessness on Thursday, April 22 at Lehigh Valley Hospital-Muhlenberg from 8am to 10:30am.  The principal speaker is Patricia Holland, Vice President of Residential and Homeless Programs for Project H.O.M.E. 
Located in center city Philadelphia, Project H.O.M.E. is a major developer of supportive housing that is geared to serve individuals who are chronically homelessness.  Their housing also serves individuals and families who have experienced poverty and homelessness.  Project H.O.M.E. does this by developing a continuum of housing options and services.  The agency’s goal is to get the most vulnerable individuals off the street through street outreach, transitional housing, safe haven up to and including permanent and supportive housing.  The agency also provides employment services as well as social enterprise opportunities in an attempt to assist individuals in becoming fully self-sufficient.  In addition to addressing the housing and income needs of individuals, Project H.O.M.E. also has developed a community health clinic as well as a community educational center in order to provide a holistic approach to ending the cycle of homelessness and poverty.  These centers are located in neighborhoods where the individuals live so services are accessible.  Project H.O.M.E.’s work also involves revitalizing these neighborhoods so that a component of the agency’s work includes community and economic development initiatives.  The above really constitutes what the home in Project H.O.M.E. means—Housing Opportunities, Medical Services and Education.  The comprehensive approach and neighborhood revitalization component are what make Project H.O.M.E. unique and a leader in working with individuals and families who experience homelessness and chronic homelessness. 

Persons in the City of Allentown who are homeless and need financial assistance to get into a rental unit are urged to call the Lehigh County Conference of Churches at 610-433-6421.  Persons who need rental assistance to avoid eviction are urged to call the Lehigh Valley Center for Independent Living at 610-770-9781, the Salvation Army at 610-432-0128, Turning Point at 610-437-3369, or the Lehigh County Conference of Churches at 610-433-6421.
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