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I IVleet:ing I 
Welcome to the EARN Frontier 

Please Note --- Regul arly Scheduled Neighborhood Meetings(Caucus) are held on the Third Monday of 

the Month at 7:00 PM ... The Location for our meetings is the St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church 

located at 1933 Hanover Avenue ... 

o Next 3 Neighborhood Meetings 
o Monday, November 21 , 2016 
o Monday, December 19, 2016 
o Monday, January 16, 2016 
o St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church 
o 1933 Hanover Avenue, Allentown PA 18109 
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o We are the Lookout for the Neighborhood 
0 

o President - Dennis L. Pearson 
o Vice President - Robert R. Pandaleon 
o Secretary - David Schell 
o Treasury - Robert Jacoby 

Allentown Mayor Ed Pawlowski delivered his proposed 2017 city budget to City Council Wednesday, 
November 2, 2016. The $104. 7 million spending plan holds the property tax rate steady for a 12th 
consecutive year! But in reading further into the budget we learn that the Mayor seeks to raise extra 
money for the City by raising the City's wage tax for residents once again. 

In his message to City Council, Pawlowski said, "The proposed 2017 Budget and Program of 
Services will see a continuation of the austere spending and employment practices that this 
administration has pursued in the past." 

While the expected growth in real estate values via the rapid expansion of the Neighborhood 
Improvement Zone is beginning to occur, and the accompanying growth in new businesses in 
Allentown is keeping other tax and fee collections robust; the continued reduction of state funding , 
the single worst snowstorm on record and a faster rate of increase in employee health insurance and 
other benefit costs is depleting the city's General Fund reserves. Supplemental revenues are 
needed to balance the 2017 Proposed Budget and maintain proper fund balances into the future. 

To address this issue, the earned income tax collected by the city will be increased from 1.15 
percent to 1.50 percent, which will provide $6.2 million in additional revenue annually. The increase 
will cost a $50,000 wage earner $175 annually or approximately $3 per week or 47 cents per day. 
This will help maintain fiscal stability in the coming years, thus balancing out the city's cash positions 
without affecting the General Fund cash reserves. 

The Business Privilege Tax, the $52 Local Services Tax, the Refuse Collection Fee and all other 
taxes and fees are assessed at their 2016 rate, including the Act 205 Earned Income Tax rate for 
non-residents at 0.28%. This administration is hopeful that we will be able to phase out this tax as 
the many positive initiatives that have occurred within Allentown begin to provide alternative and 
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additional revenue sources to fund the services our residents, taxpayers and business owners so 
well deserve. 

The proposed budget also repeals the city's longstanding exemption for non-Medicaid residents from 
paying the cost of non-medically necessary ambulance trips. This repeal will both raise revenue and 
reduce the number of non-emergency cases to which paramedics respond. 

The city will also begin its repayment from the General Fund of the 2016 Solid Waste Fund loan in 
accordance with adopted ordinances. 

Pawlowski thanked the directors of the city departments, bureau managers and supervisors for their 
diligence throughout the budget preparation process. "They prepare the numbers and continually 

work and re-work them to help compile a budget that provides city taxpayers with outstanding 
services at reasonable costs." 

In our July 5, 2016 --- we finished with our June Minutes ... This issue will cover the minutes from July 

through October ... The minutes from November, December and January will be covered in the next 

issue ... This newsletter is designed to advertise our next three meetings •.. It is a big task to cover this 

neighborhood especially if only one or a few do it .•. It takes time to cover 5,000 households 

East Allentown Rittersville Neighborhood Association MINUTES July 18, 2016 

President Dennis Pearson called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on July 18, 2016 at 

St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Present: Four officers (President Dennis Pearson, Vice President Robert Pandaleon, Treasurer Bob 

Jacoby, and Secretary Dave Schell) and five other neighbors were present at the meeting as was Captain 

Dan Wiedemann and Officer Andrew Bloomberg of the Allentown Police. 

Captain Wiedemann noted that it has been a quiet month on the east side. They have had the traffic 

force out in the trouble spots, including River Road (speeding-most are close to the posted speed), 

Maxwell and Woodlawn (stop sign-they issued two citations), American Parkway (speeding-lines 

need to be painted on the bridge) . 

A neighbor raised the issue of painted lines for no parking (yellow) or handicapped (blue). Neither is 

enforceable without also having a sign. Additionally, a double yellow line on a highway does not by 

itself mean that one cannot pass unless there is also a sign or another limitation cited in the motor 

vehicle code, such as on a hill, curve, intersection, etc. 

The Buick Club of America will be holding its S01h anniversary gathering in the area near the old drive-in 

on Union Boulevard the weekend of July 271
h to 301

h. Wednesday through Friday will be for the club only 

and Saturday will also include the public. Parking lots have been designated and shuttle busses 

obta ined. The police will be manning the traffic lights and area intersections. 
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President Pearson noted that this past Wednesday the City Council has let a contract to outsource the 

crossing guards for the schools. There are 52 crossing guard locations and the company will have the 

responsibility to make certain that all locations are manned. In the past when a guard was absent either 

a police officer or school security officer will replace the guard. The cost appears to be greater than the 

former cost of police overtime. The police had considered the former use of police to be an inefficient 

use of resources as it took officers off the street. 

Pearson noted that the playground at Andre Reed Park (Irving Park) has been completed. There are no 

swing sets in the new setup. It was questioned why the prices are different at Irving Pool than at Mack 

and Jordan. Pearson noted that the Irving Pool had gotten some funds from the Trexler Trust and was 

supposed to be free. The small fee was agreed to as if it had not been the city would probably have 

closed the pool several years ago. He also noted that the benches, which had been paid by the 

neighborhood association, were gone and there were now benches at the basketball area. 

A neighbor questioned why other pools had been closed, such as Roosevelt. President Pearson noted 

that, among other issues, the city had closed some pools since the city was felt to have more pools 

(seven) than were necessary for a city of our size. The city has also fixed the walls at the corner of N. 

Irving and E. Tilghman Streets. Some of the area juveniles were taking them apart where the mortar had 

deteriorated. 

President Pearson read from several newspaper articles about issues relating to the east side. 

A neighbor noted that dirt and leaves came flooding out of the old Mosser School property on Carlisle 

Street. There is a wall that should have been fixed, but was not. There is a tree that is in danger of 

falling on wires and nothing is being done about it. 

Secretary Dave Schell handed out copies of the minutes of the meeting of June 20, 2016. There was one 

error in that the word "exemption" was left out when discussing sales tax. (It should have read that the 

"crime watch organization has requested a sa les tax exemption .... :) It was moved and seconded to 

approve the minutes as corrected. The motion carried. 

Treasurer Bob Jacoby gave his report. The account balance remains $527.03. We owe $127.16 to 

President Pearson for four months' rental fee@ $31.79/month. We also have an insurance bill due by 

July 31st. It was moved and seconded to approve the report as read . The motion carried. 

There being no further business, adjournment was moved and seconded, and the meeting adjourned at 

7:45 p.m. 

Respectfully, David A. Schell, Secretary 

East Allentown Rittersville Neighborhood Association MINUTES August 15, 2016 
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President Dennis Pearson ca lled the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on August 15, 2016 

at St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Present: Four officers (President Dennis Pearson, Vice President Robert Pandaleon, Treasurer Bob 

Jacoby, and Secretary Dave Schell) and six other neighbors were present at the meeting as were 

Sergeant Ron Schlagel of the Allentown Police and Ken Heffentrager of the Allentown Tenant 

Association. 

Secretary Dave Schell handed out copies of the minutes of the meeting of July 18, 2016. It was moved 

and seconded to approve the minutes as distributed. The motion carried. 

Treasurer Bob Jacoby gave his report. The account balance remains $527.03. We owe $158.95 to 

President Pearson for five months' rental fee@ $31.79/month. We also paid $237 for insurance since 

the last meeting. It was moved and seconded to approve the report as read. The motion carried. 

President Pearson asked Secretary Schell if he had any report. Schell reported on the following: 

• Captain Wiedemann sent an email on August 10th inviting us to a Town Hall meeting on 
Thursday, August 13th, at 7:00 p.m. at the Sheridan Elementary School on North Second Street. 

• Schell was questioned by a neighbor recently at a family event about a post on North Irving 
Street next to the tennis courts with something hanging on it. Schell checked out the matter 
and it is a "click in station" for a program called Million Hearts. This is a federally-sponsored 
program to encourage heart-healthy habits, including exercise. A person can sign up for the 
program and get something to allow them to "cl ick in" and be eligible for prizes. The program 
can be found on the city website. 

• Sean King, the Arts & Culture Committee Co-Chair of Upside Allentown wrote to us about setting 
up meeting on the East Side to describe the program, which can be found at 
allentownartsplan.strikingly.com. Schell replied that he would pass along the information but 
that we never have the 25-30 persons at our meetings that Mr. King had hoped to come 
together for a meeting. 

• Schell also noted that President Pearson has also expressed concern about parking at the Irving 
Pool. 

President Pearson spoke about the parking on the macadam next to the pool, which is posted for no 

motor vehicles. He noted that there have also been some fights at the basketball area of the park. 

Further, he noted that the tennis courts at Andre Reed Park have been padlocked. He called the city 

about the matter and was told that this was done due to vandalism. Die ruff will still be using the courts 

but if a resident wants to use them they may reserve them. He questioned whether this would result in 

a fee being charged for the court, and was told that it would. We are opposed to the courts being 

closed for public use. 

Neighbors noted that we are having problems with dirt bikes on city streets around the park and also in 

the park. Officer Schlagel noted that the police have been told not to give chase to the bikes due to 

safety concerns. 
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Aurora, a company on North Trump Street near the former Rittersville Fire Hall, is having its work 

transferred to a site in Iowa, causing the loss of about thirty jobs. 

It was noted that the Buick Club event and open house on Union Boulevard several weeks ago was a 

success and got many complimentary remarks. President Pearson noted that Andre Reed recent ly 

received an honorarium of severa l thousand dollars for helping with a camp, and that he t ransferred the 

fe e to the Dieruff football program. 

Pearson also noted that years back we had participated in a program around Christmas to allow young 

children to purchase gifts at low costs. St. John's Evangelical Church on Jerome Street has offered to 

help sponsor the program. (If we are able to pu ll this off this year) This would involve seeking donations 

from residents to supply the program. Pearson asked for the approval of the group to make join the 

effort, and approval was granted. (But both neighborhood people and Church people will be needed to 

pull this office) This will, in part, replace t he decoration of the flagpo le at Andre Reed Park since the 

po le is bent and will not be able to be used for our usual Christmas tree decoration. (see fu rther 

developments in later minutes) 

Ken Heffentrager of the Allentown Tenants Association spoke of several initiatives in w hich the 

association participates: 

• Tip 411 is a way to report crimes anonymously. One can send an anonymous tip to the 
Allentown Police by t exting the word TIPAPD, YOUTHAPD, or VICEAPD to 847411 {tip411}. Type 
847411 in the New Text Message line, then type one of the three words above followed by one 
space and the details of the tip in the message area, and hit send. The technology removes all 
of your identifying information before the police see it. 

• Report Illega l Dumping: Illega l dumping in progress should be reported by calling 911. Dumping 
not in progress can be reported to Allentown Recycling at 610-437-8729. If the person does not 
want to ca lf t he city for fear that someone w ill discover who called, they may call the Allentown 
Tenants Association at 484-202-0742 or email the association at 
admin@allentowntenantsassociation.org. 

• The Tenth Ward North Neighborhood Association is having a cleanup on Sunday, August 28th 
from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. Persons interested in helping will meet at The Alternative Gallery, 707 N. 
4th Street, Suite 103. 

Heffentrager noted that t he 14th and 15th Wards did a cleanup and it took five large dumpsters to clear 

t he matter out of an abandoned property in the area. He noted that the abandoned and unfit property 

at 501 N. Dauphin Street is the property owned longest by t he city-for forty-four years. 

President Pearson read from various newspaper articles concerning the East Side that were printed 

since our last meeting. He also noted that t here will be an open seat in the County Council district that 

covers East Allentown since the incumbent, David Jones, has indicated his plans to run for Mayor of 

Allentown. 

Officer Schlagel noted that w hen report ing a tip to Tip 411, one should be as detai led as possible. A 

vague tip that cannot be acted on w ill be discarded. Tips should describe t he person committing t he act, 
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color or make of vehicle if applicable (plate number if possible), etc. Then not only will it be possible to 

identify the violator, but when the case goes to court it will be a much stronger case if the police can 

state that they found a person who exactly matched the description given in the tip, not just a vague 

situation where they may have had the same person. 

There being no further business, adjournment was moved and seconded, and the meeting adjourned at 

7:57p.m. 

Respectfully, David A. Schell, Secretary 

East Allentown Rittersville Neighborhood Association MINUTES September 19, 2016 

President Dennis Pearson called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on September 19, 

2016 at St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Present: Four officers (President Dennis Pearson, Vice President Robert Pandaleon, Treasurer Bob 

Jacoby, and Secretary Dave Schell) and eight other neighbors were present at the meeting as were 

Captain Dan Wiedemann and Officer Mike Beidelman of the Allentown Police Department. 

Secretary Dave Schell handed out copies of the minutes of the meeting of August 15, 2016. It was 

moved and seconded to approve the minutes as distributed. The motion carried. 

Schell handed out copies of an announcement of a Red Cross program that will take place on Saturday, 

October 15th, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the East Side Fire Station. This will involve the insta llation of free 

smoke detectors and educating neighbors on home fire safety. Volunteers are needed as smoke alarm 

installers, disaster safety educators, and documenting resident information. For information one can 

call 610-865-4400 or can sign up online at https://volunteerconnection.redcross.org/?nd=form 5416. 

Treasurer Bob Jacoby gave his report. The account balance will be $336.29 after paying the $190.74 we 

owe to President Pearson. We paid the September storage rental fee of $31.79. It was moved and 

seconded to approve the report as read. The motion carried. 

President Pearson noted that he has had several illnesses recently that have sapped his energy and 

further noted that we need to recruit some younger individuals to run the association. If we can find 

interested individuals he is wanting to resign the position that he has held since the 1970s. 

We wi ll be putting up some lights for the Christmas and holiday season, although the tree will not go up 

on the pole due to it leaning. The Christmas program that was discussed last month to accept donations 

to allow young children to purchase gifts at a low cost is also at risk for cancelation due to lack of 

volunteers. 
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Captain Wiedemann reported that the neighborhood forum at the Sheridan School went well and the 

police got some good comments. Midway Manor's "Barkfest" is coming up this coming Saturday from 

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. This is the fifth or sixth annual event and getting bigger each year with various dog 

activities and numerous vendors. 

A neighbor noted problems with high-speed motorcycles and reckless driving. Unfortunately, 

regulations prevent the police from giving chase for safety reasons. Officer Beidelman reported that 

there have been some major bike thefts in the west Bethlehem area and east Allentown. Keep an eye 

out for these operators and keep your bikes locked up. 

It was noted that the gym behind the Broad Street Deli is now closed. It had been somewhat of a 

nuisance with drug use outside the facility 

A neighbor noted that the city has not kept after the foliage on the traffic island in the middle of 

Hanover Avenue in front of Our Lady Help of Christians Church. He had brought up this situation 

numerous times in the past. He reported that he called the city about it and the employee he spoke 

w ith in the Parks Department didn' t know where Hanover Avenue is. 

President Pearson noted that there are numerous softball games in Irving Park with no problems from 

the participants, although some do use grills for cooking. The basketball games sometimes do produce 

noise and fight problems. He also noted that repairs have been done to the tennis courts in the park. 

The courts had been padlocked before the association objected and it appears that the courts are not 

now padlocked. 

Pearson was asked if the parking problem persisted on the macadam area next to the swimming pool. 

He noted t hat this does not appear to be a problem since the city put a chain across the access drive 

from East Tilghman Street. 

There being no further business, adjournment was moved and seconded, and the meeting adjourned at 

7:37 p.m. 

Respectfully, David A. Schell, Secretory 

East Allentown Rittersville Neighborhood Association MINUTES October 17, 2016 

President Dennis Pearson called the regular monthly meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on October 
17, 2016 at St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran Church. Present: Four officers (President Dennis 
Pearson, Vice President Robert Pandaleon, Treasurer Bob Jacoby, and Secretary Dave Schell) 
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and eight other neighbors were present at the meeting as ere Captain Dan Wiedemann and 
Officer Mark Dean of the Allentown Police Department. 

Secretary Dave Schell handed out copies of the minutes of the meeting of September 19, 2016. 
It was moved and seconded to approve the minutes as distributed. The motion carried. 

Treasurer Bob Jacoby gave his report. The account balance will be $336.29 after paying the 
$190. 7 4 we owe to President Pearson. It was moved and seconded to approve the report as 
read. The motion carried . 

Captain Wiedemann reported on "Barkfest" dog event at Midway Manor. It was quite 

successful. There will be a drug collection of expired and unwanted prescriptions on this 

coming Saturday at the Redner's Market on Airport Road. (It will also be at the Giant at 31 st and 

Emaus Avenue.) He noted that crime is down on East Side for the 7th consecutive two-week 

period . A truck was stopped on Norman Street, which was determined to have nine stolen 

A TVs in it. He also noted that the Mountainville 30 Crime Watch had their spaghetti dinner at 

Mountainville this past Friday. There was an arrest made on the expensive bike theft that was 
reported in last month's minutes. 

A neighbor reported having a purse stolen out of her car at the Oasis in Westgate. 

Officer Dean introduced himself. He has been with the force about ten years, mainly on the 

South Side. Captain Wiedemann noted that Officer Dean will be trained in the near future to 
join the motorcycle patrol force. 

A neighbor reported concerns to the police with drug use in her facility on E. Cedar Street. 

There have also been some thefts in the area in broad daylight. She reported that occasionally 

drug purchasers will be pushing on her do in the middle of the night thinking that her home is 

the location of the drug sales. Captain Wiedemann noted that the neighbors need to call in 
activities like this when they happen. This is useful even if the activity is finished before the 

officers arrive since the address is then on file as the location of illegal activity. 

President Pearson reported on getting a call from a business leaving vehicles from the business 

on E. Woodlawn Street. This is a problem in the winter when the trucks are left there for lengthy 
periods of time and the streets cannot be cleared after snowfalls. Captain Wiedemann noted 

that the parking is allowed only for 72 consecutive hours, and should be reported. He also 
noted that there is again a problem with trucks parking behind the Redner's, and may be 

pushed out of the area. If they are, they may start parking on neighborhood streets again. 

Pearson also noted that Abe Atiyeh, the owner of the former Scooby's strip club at the city line, 

is asking to tear it down and put up a digital billboard. If this is not allowed, plans are to restart a 

strip club on the location. Pearson noted that the billboard might be an advantage to the 

neighborhood if neighborhood activities were occasionally announced on it. We would also like 

it if the owner would agree to finan ce a historical marker in the area for the former Central Park. 
The zoning meeting for this activity is November 7th_ 
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Treasurer Jacoby reported that all of the Christmas decorations are now out of the storage area 
that we were paying for and now stored in the pool house. 

A neighbor noted that Maxwell Street south of Hanover Avenue is now posted for no trucks, but 
occasionally a large truck is seen in that area. Captain Wiedemann noted that local deliveries 
are still allowed in such cases, although this may not be the case here since there are no 
businesses in that area. 

President Pearson noted that his health has improved considerably since last month. He still 
needs help with the newsletters, but he did have sufficient energy to get the final 1500 copies 
that had not been delivered since the last meeting. 

We need to nominated officers to be elected at the next meeting . Nominations will be 
postponed until November. 

Vice President Pandaleon introduced Bernard Keppel, an officer of Quaint Oak Bank, a 
business on Union Boulevard. 

There being no further business, adjournment was moved and seconded, and the meeting 
adjourned at 7:47 p.m. 

Respectfully, David A. Schell, Secretary 

Historically, two things were needed to make a village: a crossroads, and a tavern and inn. The 
crossroads provided the traffic, while the tavern and inn provided a meeting place for residents 
and a place for travelers to stay overnight during the arduous journey from one place to 
another. Most often, the name of the village was based upon the name of the proprietor of the 
tavern. Rittersville was no exception. 

Although he was not the first resident in the Rittersville area, the village "founder" is Michael 
Ritter. In 1808, Ritter and his family moved from Northampton county to Rittersville where 
their second child, Thomas Ritter, was born in 1808. 

A tavern had been kept in Rittersville for some years before Ritter moved to the area. It was 
located at the junction of today's Hanover Avenue and Eaton A venues. It was at this point that 
the King's Road, which was built in 1756 and linked Easton to Reading, passed through the area 
that was to become Rittersville. 

In 1808, Ritter bought the tavern, which was built of logs, and managed it until 1832, at which 
time his son, Charles, took over and managed it unti l 1865. It was maintained in succeeding 
years by J Frank Reichert (1869-1883), fo llowed by E. W. Gangawere. This tavern became the 
site of the Rittersville Hotel and subsequently, the Manhattan Hotel 

It is approximately this site that a City of Allentown zoning hearing was held Monday July 7, 
20 16 to consider a proposal for 2327-233 1 Hanover Ave. It was an appeal of Pennsylvania 
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Venture Capital, Inc. for variance to demolish existing building (now named Scabies but in 
earlier history called the Flat Iron) and construct OFF-PREMISES DIGITAL ADVERTISING 
SIGN, (12 ft. x 25 ft.), 2 sided, having insufficient front yard setback, (30 ft. req.; 11.33 ft. 
proposed), insufficient 2nd front yard setback, (2@ 15 ft. req.; 2 @ 0 ft. proposed), & billboard 
not having required 300 ft. setback from a residential district, (appx. 174 ft. proposed), located in 
a Highway Business (B-3) District. Applicant requests an interpretation that the existing 
structure and property are nonconforming and that the billboard is an alteration that is not 
increasing the existing nonconforming. In the alternative, applicant requests a dimensional 
variance from 1315.01 & 1319.07 C.4. c. for the front yard setbacks & from 1319.07 C.4. e. from 
insufficient setback from a residential district. 

The road laid out by the county in 1812 from the Lehigh River bridge to Rittersville is the 
Hanover Ave of today. (Prior to the bridge being built, travelers forded the river at what is now 
Kline 's Island, just south of the present-day Hamilton St bridge.) In Bethlehem, this road 
followed W Broad St to the junction with West Market St, and followed W Market a short 
distance at which it turned onto Prospect Ave, which ran to the Monocracy Creek. At one time, 
W Market St and Prospect Ave. were known as the Allentown Road. This road, which ran 
through the heart of Rittersville, connected Easton, Bethlehem, Allentown and Reading, as well 
as connecting with roads to Philadelphia, and made the village a way station for many travelers. 

I hope I shall always possess firmness and virtue enough to maintain what I 
consider the most enviable of all titles, the character of an Honest Man. -

George Washington 
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If there is anything that a man can do well, I say let him do it. Give him a 
chance. ---- Abraham Lincoln 

The will of the people is the only legitimate foundation of any government, and 
to protect its free expression should be our first object. --- Thomas Jefferson 

The EARN FRONTIER is printed courtesy of the city of Allentown on recycled paper 
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