Allentown EAC 11/8/10 Meeting Draft Minutes Prepared by Peter Terry 11/21/10

The meeting was held at Allentown City Hall Third Floor Conference Room and began at 5:25 PM.

The following people were in attendance: Members-- Chairman Dan Poresky, Vice Chair Dave McGuire, Julie Thomases, Pete Terry, 
Guests: Tom Kerr, Claudia Steckel – Friends of Allentown Parks, Bruce Solt - City of Allentown Parks, Cathy Frankenberg – Clean Water Action Committee, Ray Wolfe – Visitor
1. Tom Kerr reported that the City is progressing with several projects including the fuel saving devices on numerous pieces of City equipment, finding a consultant for the Linden Street Turner Street bicycle study, the installation of solar trash compactors, the selection of a consultant for the waterfront master plan.  Tom also reported that the City’s website is being upgraded and will include the posting of our meeting minutes. 
2. The minutes from out 10/11/10 meeting were approved noting several minor corrections.

3. Dave McGuire requested that the motions approved at the October meeting be sent to both the Mayor and City Council. Dan agreed to do so. 
4. Bruce Solt reported that many of the Parks Department’s construction projects slow down over the winter but that they have significant work with the trimming of trees and other vegetation as well as preparing for and assisting with snow removal.

5. The group discussed the Trout Creek dog park project in detail.  Dave made a motion to request additional information concerning the dog park’s potential environmental impacts.  The motion passed and after the meeting a request letter was prepared and distributed to the EAC members.  The group discussed issues such as wetland impacts, that it is undesirable to pave additional area for parking, concern about impacts on the floodway, and the need to buffer along the creek for water quality.  
6. Cathy indicated that the clean water action committee would like to get more involved and how their organization could assist the EAC.

7. Dave indicated that he has received additional information concerning the Delta Thermo Project and was in the process of reviewing it.  He also indicated that the project will get approval to move forward from the PA DEP as a research/development project.  This means that they will be allowed to open and operate for a period of 30 days.  At that time the DEP will review data collected by the facility operator and will perform their own data collection.  If the tests show that the facility operates within acceptable limits they will be permitted to continue to operate.  If the tests show problems they will have to remedy the problems and potentially shut down operation.

The meeting ended at 7:14PM.

