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PA Voter ID law enforcement postponed

A Pennsylvania judge postponed the enforcement
of the state's new strict voter ID requirement until
after the November presidential election.

In a much-anticipated ruling, Commonwealth
Court Judge Robert E. Simpson Jr. ordered that
voters without government-issued photo ID
should be allowed to cast regular ballots.

Opponents of the law had expressed fears that it
could dissuade or prevent tens of thousands of
mostly poor, elderly, young or infirm citizens from
voting.

Voters will be asked, but not required, to show an
acceptable photo ID on Election Day.

Juez retrasa ley de ID Electoral para Votar in PA

Un juez de Pennsylvania restraso la ley requiriendo
identificacién de votantes hasta después de las elecciones
presidenciales en Noviembre.

En una sentencia muy esperada, de la Commonwealth Juez
Robert E. Simpson Jr. orden6 que los votantes sin
identificacién oficial con foto pueden votar.

Los opositores de la ley habian expresado su temor de que
pueda disuadir o prevenir los votos de ciudadanos que son
pobres, ancianos, jovenes o enfermos.

Se le pedira a todos los electores que muestren una
identificacidn con fotografia aceptable el dia de las
elecciones pero no es necesaria para votar.

¥ Neighborhood $% —

OCTOBER 2012

Monday, Oct. 22, 6:30 p.m.
Allentown Library

AVALID ID MUST:

e Show the name of the voter, a photo

of the voter with an unexpired
expiration date.

e Be issued by the U.S. Government,
Pennsylvania, or a Pennsylvania
municipality to an employee of that

municipality, an accredited
Pennsylvania public or private

institution of higher learning or a

Pennsylvania care facility.
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CLIP & SAVE IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS
*GUARDE ESTOS NUMEROS IMPORTANTES*

Police/Fire/Ambulance
Police: Non-Emergency
Loud Music/Noise/VWorking on Cars
Chief MacLean
Police:Vice Unit
Gang Tip Line
Crime Tip Line
Mayor Ed Pawlowski
Zoning Office
Code Enforcement/Problem Properties
Housing/Rentals
-Roach, insect or mice infestation
-No heat or water
Recycling, trash & garbage
-Special Operator (after 7 p.m.)
Graffiti (to request removal)
Tall Grass & VWeeds
Shopping cart pick up
Streets
Animal Control

Animal abuse/neglect
Overgrown shrubs
Uncleared sidewalks
Allentown Parking Authority

www.AllentownPA.Gov

At our next meeting:

911

610-437-7751
610-437-7751
610-437-7777
610-437-7626
610-439-5934
610-439-591 |
610-437-7546
610-437-7630
610-437-7695
610-437-7697

610-437-8739
610-437-7571
610-437-8729
610-437-8729
610-437-8729
610-437-7638
610-437-7535

610-797-1205
610-437-7589
610-437-7589

610-437-3366

Tamara Dolan of the Allentown Parking
Authority will be our speaker on Monday,

October 22. Join us!

Neighborhood Contacts:

o Nick Butterfield, 610-770-1751

Butterfn@aol.com

e Dottie Anderson, 610-435-6684

Cattyshackl1212@verizon.net

State Sen. Pat Browne speaks
about the state budget and NIZ

At our September meeting State Sen. Pat
Browne spoke about the state

budget. According to Browne, 90% of the
budget is for education, Welfare, medical
assistance and prisons. Most state agencies
have taken significant staff and program cuts
to levels of the 1990’s and early 2000.

The number of prisoners in the state system
has grown from 8,000 prisoners in 1980 to
51,000 today, at a present cost of $36,000 per
inmate. Three strikes sentencing laws have put
many inside for long sentences. About 55% of
those in prison are in for non-violent crimes
such as substance abuse. And 66% return to
prison within three years of release.

Pat said we need to develop risk assessment
guidelines for sentencing that would predict
the risk of reoffense and the offender’s threat
to public safety. Lower risk offenders should
be identified for alternate sentencing to county
and state intermediate programs.

While welfare cash grants have dropped
significantly, medical assistance costs have
risen dramatically. Elderly and disabled
people represent 72% of medical assistance
recipients.

Turning to the Neighborhood Improvement
Zone in Allentown, Pat said using tax money
generated by the enterprises would pay for the
bonds used for the construction. Without the
investment tax incentive, the hockey arena and
additional construction would not take place at
all. In two years time, what is a big hole today
will be first-rate properties with an overall
value of $500 million dollars and about 7500
jobs. When it comes to crime in downtown
Allentown, Pat believes development will help
lower the crime rate.
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