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Next Neighborhood Meetings --- Monday, July 19, 2010
Monday, August 16,2010
7:00 PM. St. Peter's Evan. Lutheran Church, Hanover Avenue

THE EARN FRONTIER --- WE ARE EAST OF Lehigh
River...The Public Voice For The 14th & 15th Wards

ADIEU TO GARY BECKER, FUTURE OF ASD PLANETARIUM IN DOUBT

The ASD Planetarium at Dieruff High was constructed in the mid 60's with Robert Brown
as its first director and has operated continuously since then.

Gary Becker, who succeeded Brown as Planetarium Director in the late 1970's, has
elected to retire at the conclusion of the 2009-2010 school year .Unfortunately, the
position currently remains unfilled due to an Allentown School District hiring freeze for
2010-2011 imposed by a very tight budget. Gary Becker's enthusiasm for Astronomy
had enthralled students both at Allen and Dieruff High Schools for years as well as other



countless students and adults who visited the planetarium at Dieruff High from within
the school district and outside the district .

Gary Becker's longtime reign as Planetarium Director was not without problems. During
a similar budgetary crisis in the early 90's the Allentown School Board attempted to
save funds by taking funds for maintenance and operation of the Planetarium at Dieruff
School from the Budget ... This would have meant closure of the Planetarium but not
the loss of Becker's job in the school district as he could have taken another position in
the Science Department. Becker pointed this out to the School Board as a plan was
being developed by Becker and others to save the planetarium ... At the time even the
East Allentown Rittersville Neighborhood Association got into battle developing a plan of
its own to support the continuous operation of the planetarium.

As it happened enough public support was generated to allow the continued operation
of the planetarium at Dieruff High School... But Becker whose salary was still in the
school district budget had to raise his own funds for the maintenance and operation of
the facility ... So Becker created a Committee, group or organization responsible for
soliciting needed funds from individuals, groups and corporations ... With this change in
funding the Dieruff High School Planetarium was renamed the Allentown School District
and with the Academy system adopted in the Allentown School District students from
Allen High School could attend classes in the Planetarium as well. Becker also made
his Planetarium services available by appointment to all Allentown City Schools and
other Lehigh Valley schools and a public for a fee.

Since 1994 the East Allentown Rittersville Neighborhood Association through Project
Haas has placed Christmas decorations in Irving Park adjacent to Dieruff High School .
The project was meant to assist and promote the ASD Planetarium through a financial
contribution whether it be directly from EARN or Dennis Pearson personally.

For countless years the EARN neighborhood gave as much assistance to the
planetarium as it could and Dennis Pearson the President of EARN personally made his
own financial contribution to the maintenance and operation of the planetarium yearly
....He did so this year and would have been accepted by Becker had the Allentown
School District been actively searching for a successor to his position ... But apparently
the school district has not because the district has imposed a hiring freeze on teaching
positions.

We trust that the people of East Allentown would agree to the principle that the
Allentown School District would not move to dismantle the planetarium ... That the
reopening and use of the Planetarium be an option for the future ...

If the maintenance and operation of the planetarium remains outside the Budget this
year or next why couldn't the School District move to encourage an outside contractor to
operate the Planetarium providing their own funds to maintain and operate the facility



for public use and meeting the wage needs, if any, of those qualified to operate the
facility.

We understand that the moral support and financial support provided by the
neighborhood, Dennis Pearson and others helped keep the stars shining for tens of
thousands of Allentown School District students as well as other kids and organizations
located in the Greater Lehigh Valley. And we think that is wonderful

As for Dennis Pearson, he plans for the time being to re-direct these funds to the
Lehigh Valley Amateur Astronomical Society ... The LVAAS operates two
meeting/observing sites. The main headquarters are located on South Mountain, near
where Rt. 78 and Rt. 309 meet. The society also has a dark sky observing location
near Hamburg, about 25 miles west of Allentown. Both locations house a number of
society scopes.

Dennis Pearson, President of the East Allentown Rittersville Neighborhood Association
who was awarded the Allentown Crime Watch's President's Council Leonard Buck
award for Community Service in April also serves the City as Vice President of the
President's Council of the Allentown Crime ... He serves the region as Chair of the
Steelworkers Archives Membership and Historical Intake Committee...And finally,
serves the nation as Chair of the National Space Society's National Chapters Assembly
--- His function there being ... He will Chair meetings of the NSS Chapters' Assembly,
and provide an independent pathway for chapters to share information and voice
concerns.

Getting back to the future of Gary Becker ... He will continue to be active enjoying his
interest in Astronomy ... In the Lehigh Valley, we may see him frequently or time to time
taking his scope to the LVAAS facilities ... And he will be there for the next total or
partial lunar eclipse or solar eclipse when that happens.

We wish Gary Becker Adieu to his former endeavor and a hello to his next phase in life.

Gary Becker in ASD Planetarium beside of equipment which brings life to the dome






