
                   FILE NO: _______________ 

           

CITY OF ALLENTOWN 
 

REQUEST FOR SIDEWALK/CURB CONSTRUCTION POSTPONEMENT 
 

Please check appropriate request 
 

 SIDEWALK POSTPONEMENT 

 CURB POSTPONEMENT 

 

Pursuant to Article 907 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Allentown, property owners who have been 

served notice to install sidewalk and/or curbing have the right to request a postponement of their installation. 

Requests for the postponement of sidewalk construction are referred to the Allentown City Planning 

Commission for a decision, while requests for the postponement of curb installation are considered by a 

committee of City Hall professional staff.   On the back of this form you will find the conditions under 

which either of these types of postponements may be granted.  Please review these carefully in your 

consideration to request a postponement.  
 

You will be notified of the time and place at which your request(s) will be reviewed.      
 

ADDRESS OF PROPERTY:  ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

STREET FRONTAGES FOR WHICH POSTPONEMENT REQUESTED: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

PROPERTY OWNER 
 

NAME:         _________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:   ________________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE #:     ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

APPLICANT (if other than owner) 
 

NAME:         ________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:   ________________________________________________________________________________ 

PHONE #:     ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

REASON FOR REQUEST: 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

LENGTH OF POSTPONEMENT REQUESTED        (10 yrs. maximum for sidewalk):  ___________________ 

                                         (5 yrs maximum for curb):     _______________________ 

 

SIGNATURE OF OWNER, APPLICANT OR AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE: 

 

________________________________________________                           _____________________________ 

                                        Signature                                                                                                      Date 
 

Please submit this application together with photographs of the property and your remittance made payable to the 

“City of Allentown” in the amount of $30.00 for each request to: 
 

     Planning Director 

     Rm. 415 City Hall, 435 Hamilton Street 

     Allentown  PA  18101-1699  



 

907.04  VARIANCES 

 

A.  Sidewalks 

The Allentown Planning Commission will hear 

requests from property owners for variances 

from the duties to construct a sidewalk imposed 

by this article. The Commission may grant 

variances either modifying or postponing the 

obligation imposed by this article up to a period 

of ten (10) years where: 

1.  The character of the neighborhood is 

such that the installation of sidewalks would 

not serve any public purpose; or  

2.  Where unique physical conditions 

make the installation of sidewalks an undue 

hardship, and the absence of this installation 

would not materially affect the public safety 

and conveniences. 

In granting a variance, the Commission 

may attach such reasonable conditions and 

safeguards as it deems necessary to protect the 

public safety and convenience, including the 

requirement that a bond be posted where 

appropriate. 

 

B.  Curbs 

An Appeal Committee shall be 

established, appointed and headed by the City 

Engineer consisting of a member of the Traffic 

Planning and Control Bureau, a member of the 

Police Department, a member of the 

Engineering Bureau, and a member of the 

Planning Bureau who shall hear requests from 

property owners for variances from the duties 

to construct curbing imposed by this article.  

The committee may grant variances either 

modifying or postponing the obligation 

imposed by this article up to a period of five (5) 

years where: 

 

1.  The character of the neighborhood is 

such that the installation of curbs would not 

serve any public purpose; or 

2.  Where unique physical conditions 

make the installation of curbs an undue 

hardship, and the absence of this installation 

would not materially effect the public safety 

and convenience. 

3.  In the opinion of the Appeal 

Committee the installation of the curb is not 

feasible due to lack of proper grades or where 

the installation of curb causes the construction 

or reconstruction of the entire street or alley. 

In granting a variance, the committee 

may attach such reasonable conditions and 

safeguards as it deems necessary to protect the 

public safety and convenience, including the 

requirement that a bond be posted where 

appropriate. 

 

C. Responsibility of Property Owner 

If a variance is granted for construction 

of sidewalk or curb, the property owner shall 

still be responsible for properly grading the area 

and seeding as necessary.  The property owner 

shall be responsible for continued maintenance 

of the sidewalk area and shall at all times keep 

the area suitably passable for pedestrians as 

determined by the City Engineer.  Materials 

other than grass, concrete, or brick pavers are 

not permitted in the public right-of-way unless 

special permission via a permit is granted by the 

City Engineer. (12484 12/2/81) 


