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Department News

Department Helps TreeVitalize 7th Street Mayor Pawlowski Cuts Ribbon on

Earth Day had a special meaning this year for over 100 volunteers Malcolm Gross Rose Garden Renovations

and several department employees who helped plant 36 sugar
maple trees on 7" Street. The Department of Parks and Recreation
secured a $25,000 grant from
the PA Department of
Conservation and Natural
Resources and Lehigh County
to plant the trees. The 7th
Street Development Commit-
tee, working with Parks Bu-
reau staff and a crew of local
volunteers, planted the trees i N .
in less than four hours. Phil Janenko, Chris Bianco, Joe Mclintyre, Rocco

Saying that Allentown is blessed to have so many community minded
groups and individuals, Allentown Mayor Ed Pawlowski presided over
the rededication of the Malcolm Gross
Rose Garden at Cedar Creek Parkway .
on April 28", 2010. The Rose Garden .
has undergone approximately g2
$300,000 in improvements. “We are
happy to mark this occasion today

with the Gross family and community =
partners like the Trexler Trust, the

Allentown Garden Club, the Environ-

Wlth the assistance Of Kevin Martucci, Dan Steckel, Donald Miller and Rick Holtzman mental AdVlSOfy COUI’]CII and The
. s .. Friends of the Allentown Parks,” said
Klingborg from Building Standards, earlier in the month, new tree Pawlowski ’ _
wells were cut and unhealthy trees were removed, making way for oo . . Three generations of the Gross family were
. The prOJECt InCIUdEd mSta"atlon Of represented at the rededication, pictured left
the new trees that were planted in the 500 and 600 blocks. fully accessible walkways, a new to Hight ave tack Gross, Graham Gross, Malcolm

Gross and Mayor Pawlowski

The volunteer crew came

vz, wedding arbor and other additional

WLl from all over Allentown s -

3 223 includi tire Frat ! it arbors and the re-pointing of the entranceway steps. The original
N ""” Including an entire Fraternity irrigation lines, which were installed in the 1930’s, were also

|| house from Muhlenberg Col- replaced. The bust of former Mayor Malcolm W. Gross and other
ree I u lege, two teams from the .

sculptures were refurbished. The stone house at the east end was
Aparinership fo restore ree cover In PA commurlies. Target stores, the University p . .
: . repainted and stone work was repaired. The three reflective ponds
of Scranton Alumni Associa-

. , . were also drained, dredged and restored. New trails were also built
tion, St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, the Allentown Boys &

. . . . and stamped around the ponds and a water fountain was built
Girls Club and the Interfaith Council. Special thanks are due to o _ between the gardens.
Rick Holtzman, Parks Maintenance Supervisor, who oversaw the : According to City of
project as well as the parks crew who did a great job on site. You Allentown Director of the
can view an awesome video of the project at www.facebook.com/

Department of Parks &
pages/7th-Street-Allentown. Recreation Greg A. Weitzel,

the project was funded by

grants received from the
Trexler Trust, Lehigh
County Green Futures Fund and the PA Dept. of Conservation and

Did you Know?
July is Parks & Recreation Month!

Mayor Pawlowski rededicates the Malcolm Gross Rose Garden

F)
Since 1985, America has celebrated July as Q\ Juty is Park and Natl_“fal Resource.s. . ) )
ecre: on Mon
the nation's official Park and Recreation oo Additional work will include bench restoration, new planter beds in the

Old Fashioned Garden and signage. The gazebos and light poles will
also be repainted and a local Boy Scout is building new bird houses for
his Eagle Scout project. In addition, the Rose Garden Neighborhood
Association is raising funds to replace the fountain in the Old Fashioned

Month. This year's theme is "Celebrate,
Advocate, Recreate!"
Find out more at www.nrpa.org.

Department of Parks & Recreation Mission Statement
The mission of the Allentown Department of Parks & Recreation is to enhance the quality of life in our City by providing and
maintaining quality parks, trails and green spaces, and by offering enriching recreational activities and facilities
for people of all ages and abilities.




Project News

‘Connecting Our Community’ Receives
National Attention

Cedar Creek Cube and Thread Sculpture Restored

Director of Parks & Recreation Greg A. Weitzel was invited
to be a guest speaker in
San Diego, CA and Tampa,
FL for a federal initiative
called Communities for
Health, Innovation, and
Environmental Change
(ACHIEVE). ACHIEVE is b
supported by the National ~
Center for Chronic Disease
Prevention and Health
Promotion at the Centers
for Disease Control and

f=)
Prevention (CDC). The Allente
purpose of ACHIEVE is to

bring together local _

leaders and stakeholders to build healthier communities
by promoting policy and environmental change strategies
with a focus on increasing physical activity, improving
nutrition, preventing tobacco use, and controlling cardio-
vascular disease and diabetes. Greg discussed Allentown’s
ACHIEVE goals and strategies, specifically how ‘Connecting
Our Community’, a plan for connecting Allentown’s parks

CONNECTING OUR COMMUNITY

Thanks to students from the Swain School and their art teacher, Ms. Barbara
Ward, as well as support from Friends of the Allentown Parks and local art
restorer Dan Kainz, the famous Cube and Thread sculpture in Cedar Creek
Parkway has been restored. The sculpture, built by artist Paul Sisko in 1977,
was donated to the City, however, time and the elements had caused the
piece to become rusted and decayed. Thanks to the students who raised
over $1,200, this famous piece of outdoor art was sandblasted, painted and
restored for future generations to enjoy.

Here is a photo of the
completed renovation of Paul
Sisko's "Cube and Thread",
made possible by the fund-
raising efforts of Swain friends
and families.

% {riends

and people through a network of bicycle and pedestrian

trails was developed.

allentown
parks

Imagination Playground in a Box
Arrives!

Walking Purchase Cleanup
No Walk In the Park

Department Kicks Off
Athletic Shoe Drive

Kids in Allentown couldn’t have imagined so much
fun! At a news conference at Washington Elemen-
tary School, Mayor Ed Pawlowski unveiled the
city’s new “Imagination Playground in a

Box.” Sixteen 2™ grade students from Ms. Amy
Trexler’s class got to be the first kids to use the
playground during their physical education

class. The playground
features a system of
loose parts children
can put together in
limitless combina-
tions, turning a play-
ground into a space
constantly built and re
-built by their imaginations. Out of 93 eligible cit-
ies, Allentown was one of five cities across the
country being awarded the Playground in a Box for
its outstanding participation in the Playful City
USA program. Allentown won an “Imagination
Playground in a Box” from national non-profit or-
ganization KaBOOM! The Imagination Playground
in a Box has been used throughout the summer as
part of the 97" annual Summer Playground
Program.

On June 26, the City of Allentown Parks
and Recreation Department, along with
assistance from the Bureau of Recycling
and Solid Waste, Lehigh County’s Depart-
ment of Community and Economic Devel-
opment, and the Office of Juvenile Proba-
tion joined 3 i
forces with
Salisbury
Township,
Fountain Hill,
Norfolk South-
ern, Waste
Management,
Lehigh County Conservation District, Wild-
lands Conservancy, Valley Mountain Bik-
ers, Lehigh Valley Kayak and Canoe Club,
and Lehigh Valley Hospital to begin clean-
ing up Walking Purchase Park. Unfortu-
nately, this park has been treated as a
dumping ground for a very long time. We
hope the initial clean up serves as the
starting point to turn WPP back into one
of the most natural parks we have in the
Greater Lehigh Valley.

Need an extra push to get rid of those
worn-out athletic

shoes? Every

year, millions of

pairs of athletic

shoes are thrown AeUSE A S8HOE
into the trash. Instead of clogging landfills
and wasting valuable material, consider
recycling them. Since 1990, Nike has recy-
cled over 25 million pairs of shoes to help
create sport surfaces which has given
thousands of young people access to new
playgrounds and athletic facilities all
around the world. The Department is
collecting up to 200 pairs of old athletic
shoes in conjunction with Nike’s Reuse-A-
Shoe community program. Collection
sites are located at the Park and Recrea-
tion Office, the Recycling Drop Off Center,
and Cedar Creek Parkway during youth
basketball games every Monday &
Wednesday from 6:00pm-8:00pm. Parks
Maintenance is also collecting shoes cut
from telephone lines. For more informa-
tion, please visit nikereuseashoe.com.




City of Allentown Pools & Spray Parks
Make a Splash

Department and Allentown School District Team
to Encourage Youth to Read, Eat and Exercise

Our lifeguards and staff at the public swimming pools have
jumped in the deep end! We have seen an attendance increase
from 25,871 patrons in 2009 to 33,179 patrons in 2010. This
increase of 7,308 patrons or 28% has kept us busy along with
preparing programs like Family Water
Safety Day, swim lessons, and Doggie
Dips. Dip-n-Dance events have also
been held, where a DJ comes to each
pool and entertains everyone for no
additional cost. While Mack and Jor-
dan have already had their events,
Irving Pool will be hosting its annual
Dip-n-Dance on Wednesday, July 28"
and Cedar’s is scheduled for Thursday,
August 5™

On a fundraising note, being so busy
does not keep staff from trying to give
back to their community. Currently,
Cedar, Jordan, Mack, and Irving each have a jar at their entrance
gates in order to raise money for ‘Camelot for Children’, an
organization dedicated to supporting seriously, chronically, and
terminally ill and disabled children. The pool which wins the
“Change War” will reward its patrons with a day of swimming at
a reduced admission rate. For more information on any of our
aquatic programs or pools, please see Adventure Allentown or
visit the Aquatics link on the City of Allentown website at

LIFEGUARg

On July 14™, staff from the Department of Parks and Recreation,along
with new ASD superintendent Dr. Gerald L. Zahorchak, had breakfast
with some of Allentown’s young children attending summer school as
part of a press conference to promote the new
READ, EAT and EXERCISE program. Mayor Ed Paw-
lowski and Department of Parks and Recreation
Director Greg A. Weitzel joined with other city
leaders to promote the
program.
Working with the Department of Parks &
Recreation, the Allentown Public Library and
many generous donors, ASD’s Child Nutrition
Department launched the mid-summer
challenge to students to READ, EAT and EXERCISE. The Allentown
. Public Library’s Make a Splash promotion is

£3

i

rewarding students who read this summer.
The Allentown School District Child Nutrition
Service’s summer feeding program provides
free breakfast, lunch and after-school snacks
to 63 summer sites throughout the city. The
Allentown Department of Parks and Recrea-
tion conducts summer programming at 21
city playgrounds or ASD schools. The four
swimming pools and two spray parks lo-
cated throughout the city also provide daily
opportunities for exercise during the sum-

www.allentownpa.gov.
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mer months. HOOL DISTRICT

Cedar Creek Parkway Updates

Allentown Municipal Golf Course Scores Record Rounds

Despite some delays, construction continues
in the Cedar Creek Parkway. The Ott Street
bridge and overlay project is complete and the
new pavilion north of the Cedar Beach pool
has been built with thanks due to the Streets,
Water and Sewer Bureaus who chipped in to
help complete the foundation and ground
work. The trails surrounding the Rose Garden
reflective ponds have also been stamped and
coated and turned out great. The riparian
buffer on the west side has seen some
selective cutting and maintenance workers
continue to work to remove invasive

plants. Work continues on the playground,
restrooms, pedestrian bridges, trails and
parking lots.

Special thanks to the Streets Department for going
over and beyond to help us out!

A record number of rounds (over 28,000) have been played at Allentown Municipal Golf
Course (AMGC) so far this year with total rounds up by 1,000 from 2009. Despite the dry
spell, AMGC has fared quite well thanks to the mainte-
nance staff, especially Superintendent Dave Huttie,
who oversees the crews and makes sure the course is
kept in great condition. The tent relocation, now offi-
cially known as ‘The Fairway Pavilion’ has also proved
to be a popular spot, with a grand view off the number
one tee. The 4th Annual Mayors Golf Classic was also a
huge success. With 32 teams and 128 participants, the
event raised over $16,000 for the Senior Center. Score
#1 won the tournament with a score 58, -14. In addition, the parking lot renovation
project has been officially awarded and will soon begin and add over 60 spots to the
course through a reconfiguration. Remember that employees get a discount at the Golf
Course, however, to receive the discount you must bring in proof of employment to the
pro shop or email Jeff Wambold, Golf Course Manager at Wambold@allentowncity.org

Upcoming Meetings

Board of Recreation

First Thursday of every month at 8:00 am, Parks & Recreation Office
Shade Tree Commission

First Tuesday of every month at 8:00 am, Parks & Recreation Office
City Council Parks & Recreation Committee

July 21, 2010 at 7:00 pm, Council Chambers
A-Youth Monthly Meetings

Second Wednesday of every month, 8:00 pm West End Youth Center




Play Is The Way! 97th Annual Summer
Playground Program Attracting Youth

Youth Summer Basketball League
Continues its Comeback!

With the summer of 2010 in full swing, the Department
of Parks and Recreation has begun yet another successful
summer running the annual summer playground pro-
gram. Registering more than 1,500 children ranging from
ages 7 to 15 in 2009 at 21 different sites, the kids have
the opportunity to enjoy a variety of activities and field
trips such as swimming, bowling, Wildlands Conservancy
programs and Dorney Park.

There will also be on-site educational programs, Romper
Day activities (dances and games) and free lunch
provided by the Allentown School District. Children are
also utilizing the Imagination Playground in a Box. A free
Urban Youth Golf Program is also being promoted to
encourage kids to learn the fundamentals of golf.

On Sunday, August 8, 2010, the children will perform at
the Romper Day activities at J. Birney Crum Stadium at
4:30pm. We
encourage and invite
all children to come
out and participate
in this long standing
fun filled summer
program!

Many citizens and visitors of Allentown associate Cedar Creek Parkway with the
beautiful scenery, large scale special events and outstanding summer basketball
programs. The once distinctive Youth Summer Basketball League in Allentown
was not so impressive a few years back.
The numbers say it all. In 2008, the B
Summer Youth Basketball League
reached an all time low with only four
teams in one division. In 2009 the
league skyrocketed up to 21 teams and
expanded to three divisions. Currently, §
the 2010 Youth Summer Basketball
League includes four different age
divisions with a total of 37 teams. That
is an 89% percent increase in just two
years! All of the courts at Cedar Beach are packed with youth basketball games
every Monday and Wednesday through the months of June, July and August. In
fact, four courts were not enough for this year’s league, which is why two
divisions were moved to Roosevelt Park. Allentown Recreation plans to
continue growth, and wants to create more divisions to promote comparable
competition on all levels. The league currently offers the following divi-

sions: Co-Ed (9-10); Boys Cadet (11-12); Boys Junior (13-14) and Boys Senior (17
-18). The expansion calls for a rebirth of the girl’s divisions and a Teener divi-
sion for boys ages 15 and 16. For more information on the Youth Summer Bas-
ketball League, please visit www.allentownrecreation.com.

Other Recreation News

Adventure Allentown

Adult Volleyball League

The Allentown Summer Volleyball leagues are in full
_ [ swing. Currently there are a total of 35 teams in the

five divisions. League play started in June and will
i continue into late August. Although the summer
leagues are in progress, keep in mind that the Winter
Volleyball League continues to grow and we are looking
for even more teams this coming winter. If you are interested in placing a
team in the winter league or are interested in playing on a team, please
contact Kristin Bond at volleypal@rcn.com.

Adult Basketball League Concludes
What a finish! When it was all said and done, the question
was whether Toomey Anderson's foot was over the line or
not. Unfortunately for Anderson and the rest of his team, it
was. With the call, VIP avoided overtime and took home
the championship trophy, beating QB Last Days, 68-67 on
June 27" at Trexler Middle School. A special thanks to the
Morning Call for writing a terrific article.

o =

2010 Youth Baseball Champions
The youth baseball season concluded in July with Biddy, Midget and Knee-Hi
championship games. Alton Park Blue completed an 11-1 regular season and
went on to win the Biddy Championship game over LCYA with a 13-6 win.
LCYA Grey completed an undefeated season and took the Midget Champion-
; ship with a narrow 15-14 win over Alton Park
White. LCYA aIso took the Knee-Hi Champion-
¢ ship, for the 3" straight year, with an 18-2 win
'h’ R '%.h over Alton Park Blue, and completed yet another
{' 4‘ ) perfect season.

At left, the 2010Knee-Hi All Star Team

The 2010-11 Fall/Winter edition
of Adventure Allentown will be distrib-
uted through the Morning Call on Sep-
tember 24™, sent home with all
elementary and middle school students,
placed in free outdoor publication racks =
and filtered through approximately 50
downtown businesses. The publication
will also be available at
www.allentownpa.gov and allentownrecreation.com.

Movies in the Park
A Huge Success!

This year’s Movies in the Park season has been more at-
tended than the previous two seasons. On average, 200+
spectators come out to their neighborhood parks for a
relaxing night out and a free movie. This year’s movies
included: ‘Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs’, ‘Monsters
vs. Aliens’, ‘The Blind Side’, “‘Where the Wild Things Are’ and
‘Sherlock Holmes’. Each movie was a huge success and
received a round of
applause after each
showing. A special
thanks goes out to all the
Parks Bureau employees
who helped to set up the |
large movie screen and
sound system.




