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Department News

Mayor Pawlowski Cuts Ribbon on
Cedar Beach Destination Playground

DCNR Awards Grants Totaling $498,000
To Department of Parks & Recreation

Mayor Pawlowski joined with numerous elected officials and other
supporters to cut the ribbon on Monday, October 25th for the
highly anticipated accessible destination playground at Cedar
Creek Parkway, a major step toward turning the 109 acre site into

3 a world class multi-
generational destination that
will set a new standard for

g recreation in the region.

The destination playground
near the park’s pool and bas-
ketball courts is a dynamic
area with the newest techno-
logically-based and age-
segregated play equipment
that promotes active and creative forms of play. The poured-in-
place recycled rubber surfacing allows children in wheelchairs to
easily access and participate along with other children.

“We hope this
dynamic new play-
ground will prompt
more children to get
excited about being
active and reduce the
incidence of child-
hood obesity in our
city,” said Pawlowski.
“Forty-eight percent
of our kids are either
overweight or obese. !
We are completing
numerous city-wide
park renovations and upgrades as well as implementing our trail
connectivity initiative to combat this epidemic. Our goal is to
make Allentown more livable as well as bicycle and pedestrian
friendly.” Lehigh County Executive Don Cunningham said, "Urban
parks, playgrounds and nature trails are some of the little things
that add up to make a community great. We're pleased that this
playground is now open and kids can start playing here."

Ribbon cutting at the destination playground

%
Aerial view of the Playground

The Martin Luther King & Little Lehigh Parkway Trail, Jackson Street
Community Park and Trout Creek Park in the City of Allentown will
benefit from a combined $498,000 in matching grants recently
awarded from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. The money comes
from the Community Conservation Partnerships Program administered
by the Department of Con-

servation and Natural Re- Y PR S WA T

sources (DCNR). m

The MLK and Little Lehigh “
Parkway Trail is a priority |
development project that

will fill in the gaps within e y
the existing trail system in : %—b
this area, enhance and add
new spurs to adjacent trails
and the downtown core, develop bike and pedestrian bridges
across Cedar and Little Lehigh creeks, retrofit two existing railroad
trestle bridges, provide two underpasses on existing street bridges

at Union Street and MLK Blvd., provide trail signage and wayfinding,
and make critical on-street pedestrian and bicycle friendly intersec-

Martin Luther King Jr. Trail Plan

e ~———, Also, in 2009, an architectural firm
S : —; was hired to develop a Jackson
2@, Street Community Park Master

i Plan. With input and assistance

| from residents within the

| neighborhood, the master plan
features improved and expanded
playground equipment for a vari-
ety of age groups, walking paths, open lawns for both passive and ac-
tive recreational activities, a pavilion with associated grills and drinking
fountain, and an off-leash dog park for neighborhood dog owners to
enjoy at the pocket park site located at 9" and Jackson streets. The
work will revitalize a community park within a densely populated sec-
tion of the city. The state awarded a $100,000 matching grant to the
project. “We are extremely thankful to DCNR and our local partners
for their assistance with these grant applications which will now
allow the city to begin planning the development of these impor-
tant projects,” said Greg A. Weitzel.

Jackson St. Community Park Master Plan

Department of Parks & Recreation Mission Statement

The mission of the Allentown Department of Parks & Recreation is to enhance the quality of life in our City by providing and
maintaining quality parks, trails and green spaces, and by offering enriching recreational activities and facilities
for people of all ages and abilities.




Queen City Trout Nursery Receives Award

Cedar Creek Parkway Upgrades Continue

The City of Allentown’s Queen City Trout Nursery has re-
ceived a 2010 Cooperative Nursery Award from the Pennsyl-
vania Fish & Boat Commission. The Queen City Trout Rearing
Committee was among 15 clubs presented with an apprecia-
tion award for service of 50 or more years. The Queen City
Trout Rearing Committee annually raises 45,000 trout and
stocks approximately 25,000 trout into City park streams each
year. PFBC Executive Director John Arway says, “Cooperative
nurseries are a critical component in the commission’s stock-
ing program. These volunteer organizations spend countless
hours raising millions of fish and then stocking them so fami-
lies in their communities have plenty of places to fish.” The
Queen City or Lil'-Le-Hi Trout Nursery was designated as a
cooperative nursery in 1951. Managed by City Watershed
Maintenance Supervisor Mike Gilbert, the Lehigh County Fish
& Game Association, Trout Creek Fish & Game Club and the
Pioneer Fish and Game Protective Association provide volun-
teers to clean ponds, stock trout and sell fish food. “The city
would not have received this award without the cooperation
and commit-
ment of hun-
dreds of volun-
teers over the
years,” said
Director Greg
A. Weitzel.

Improvements to Bird
Netting System

In addition to the new destination playground, phase one of the Cedar Creek
Parkway project addressed renovations to the Malcolm Gross Memorial Rose
Garden, which includes introducing new paver stone walkways, art restora-
tions and improvements to the reflective pond walls.

Thanks to a myriad of federal, state, county and local grants, more than $2.8
million in improvements to the park’s infrastructure has taken place including
the renovation of the Ott Street bridge, replacing three pedestrian bridges,
adding electrical hookups, addition of a new restroom within the playground
facility, expanding picnic opportunities with the construction of new picnic
pavilions and renovating existing parking lots to accommodate additional
parking within the park.

Rose Garden Before Rose Garden After

The Lehigh County Green Future Fund helped provide more than $700,000
for the park renovation. Working with the Wildlands Conservancy, Friends of
the Allentown Parks, the Allentown Environmental Advisory Council and
other local community conservation groups, the Department continued with
efforts to install new riparian buffers and grow zones within the Parkway to
enhance water quality, prevent erosion and help foster additional wild-

life. “When fully completed, we believe this park will be a great example of
the health, tourism, environmental and economic development benefits rec-
reation and parks can bring to a community," Mayor Pawlowski said.

Allentown Recognized
as Playful City, USA

Friends of the
Allentown Parks

Dog Park Master Plan
Unveiled

The City of Allentown has been named a Playful City
USA community for the second consecutive year.
The designation comes from KaBOOM ! a national
non-profit dedicated to saving play. Allentown is one
of 118 cities across the country and four in Pennsyl-
vania to earn the distinc- -

tion. Allentown is among
33 communities that were
also honored in 2009.
According to KaBOOM!,
each of the 2010 Playful
City USA communities
demonstrated creative
commitments to the cause
of play. Darell Hammond, KaBOOM! CEO and Co-

Plant the Future, Celebrate the Past

Honor friends and family, celebrate a
special occasion or aid
the environment,
Friends of the Allen- |
town Parks offers you |
the opportunity to
have a tree planted in
an Allentown park.
You may choose flow-
ering, shade or ever-
green trees. Park
choices include Cedar

A Living Tribute On October 12th, City residents were

invited to a presentation on the City’s
first planned dog park. The presentation
by Greg A. Weitzel, Director of Allen-
town’s Parks & Recreation Department
and consultants from Langan Engineering
& Environmental Services, unveiled the
proposed master plan for the dog park
along Dixon St. & Mack Blvd. Members
of the Dog Park Steering Committee
spent many hours picking the site and
working with Langan to develop the mas-
ter plan. “We’re very thankful for the
time commitment of the members of the
steering committee who helped come up

founder said, “Allentown refused to adhere to the
status quo and realized all children deserve a mu-
nicipal commitment to the cause of play. These
118 Playful City USA communities serve as bea-
cons for the rest of our nation that an investment
in children is an investment in our future.”A pri-
mary goal of Playful City USA is to encourage cities to
share creative ideas, concepts and programs in an
effort to increase play opportunities for children.

Creek, Jordan, Irving, Lehigh Parkway and
others. For more information call 610-437-
7750 or visit www.allentownparks.org

In Memoriam
Charles Hanna
Allentown Parks Department Retiree
In November 2010 a beautiful Norway
Spruce tree was planted behind the Rose
Garden in his honor.

with this exciting plan,” said Greg A.
Weitzel.




Grant Awarded for Trout Creek Restoration

Trout Creek in the City of Allentown will benefit from more than
$120,000 in grant funds for a restoration project. The Allentown
Department of Parks & Recreation, working in partnership with the
Wildlands Conservancy, has been awarded a $23,000 grant through
the Five Star Restoration Program to restore 1.5 miles of brook
trout habitat and 10 acres of upland habitat within Trout Creek
Park. The grant will be
matched by nearly
$90,000 in local support
coming from DCNR and
the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency. The
Five Star Restoration
Program is a partnership
of The National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation
(NFWF), National Asso-
ciation of Counties
(NACo), the Wildlife Habitat Council (WHC) and the U.S. EPA. The
grants for Trout Creek are one of just 37 awarded across the coun-
try totaling nearly $1 million. They were selected from a pool of
more than 220 applications.

Trout Creek is classified by the Pennsylvania Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection as a High-Quality Cold Water Fishery (HQ-
CWEF) that supports reproducing native brown trout. It suffers from
non-point source pollution and habitat degradation. Among other
things, the project will address stream protection, habitat restora-

Stream bank erosion at Trout Creek

Friends of the Allentown Parks
Volunteers Lend a Hand

Friends of the Allentown Parks thanks the many volunteers as well as
staff of the Allentown Dept. of Parks and Recreation for giving their
time and talents for the following volunteer projects:

Jordan Park—(National Public Lands Day) more than 120 volunteers
participated in activities such as planting flower bulbs and trees, cre-
ating a rose garden, mulching the playground, painting the concession
stand, pool building and more.

2nd & Hamilton St. pocket park—students from Muhlenberg Col-
lege’s Habitat for Humanity collected litter, weeded, mulched,
painted picnic furniture, trimmed trees and bushes.

Cedar Beach—students participating in a 7th Day Adventist Church
camp retreat collected litter in the Cedar Beach area.

5th Street Playground—employees of B
Taminco, Inc. painted park furniture,
removed graffiti, mulched, planted
flowers, collected litter and ensured
all aspects of the playground were
safe and secure for area children.
Keck Park—students of Muhlenberg
College’s incoming class worked on
weeding and mulching the park’s en-
trance flowerbed and hedges as well as painting buildings.

South Mountain Reservoir—employees of Traffic Planning and De-
sign Inc. cleared the emergency trail and other areas of the South
Mountain Reservoir.

Taminco employees clean up 5th St Playground

tion, reduction of non-point source pollution and management of

invasive plant species.

West Park—Allen High School’s Environmental Club assisted in a 23-
street tree planting in the West Park area.

Richard Slattery Honored

Allentown Municipal Golf Course Continues Improvements

On October 15", Mayor Ed Pawlowski and City
Council members Ray O’Connell and Mike
Schlossberg held a dedication ceremony to
honor Richard
Slattery at

Union Terrace
Park. Slattery has
been a leader of
youth sports pro-
grams at Union
Terrace for 37
years and is also a
long time member of the Allentown Recrea-
tion Board.

Pawlowski said, “Rich has operated under a
different philosophy. With Rich it has always
been students first, athletes second and
meaningful playing time for every player,
every game. Those words are engraved on the
plaque placed at the field in appreciation for
all Rich has done.” O’Connell said he first met
Slattery in that capacity more than 20 years
ago. “Rich was a very positive influence on
thousands of Allentown children who grew up
to be responsible adults. He is a credit to the
community and is well deserving of the
honor.”

Rich Slattery by his plaque

With more than 50,000 rounds played in 2010, staff are keeping up with the leaf cleanup
and continue to keep the course in wonderful condition. The parking lot expansion project
is finished.

We are changing the #14 tee from bent grass to
ryegrass. This is a test tee which we think will
allow us to maintain the turf far easier and use
fewer chemicals.

Enjoy playing golf year round with winter rates. §&
Green fees are $13.00 to walk and 25.00 to ride &
everyday for 18 holes. We still take tee times
every day as well.

Remember all City employees get 25% off
greens fees and carts. Check out our website at
www.allentowngolf.org.

The Brew Works will be open year round stop in anytime for a bite to eat and catch a foot-
ball game. Check their website out for other specials at www.thebrewworks.com.

Upcoming Meetings

Board of Recreation
First Thursday of every month at 8:00 am, Parks & Recreation Office
Shade Tree Commission
First Tuesday of every month at 8:00 am, Parks & Recreation Office
A-Youth Monthly Meetings
Second Wednesday of every month, 8:00 pm, West End Youth Center
Connecting Our Community Committee
Wednesday, January 26, 2011, 11:00am, Hoffman House, Muhlenberg College




Allentown PPK Winner

Aquatics Updates

is Region's Best

A City of Allentown Punt, Pass & Kick competition winner
recently earned first place at the regional NFL Pepsi, Punt,
Pass & Kick team championship
competition in Philadelphia.
Eleven year old Samantha Fritz-
inger of Zionsville was crowned
during the Philadelphia Eagles vs.
Atlanta Falcons football game on
Sunday, October 17. Samantha
won the local competition at
Percy Ruhe Park on September
12. Samantha later went on to
win the sectional competition, before capturing the team
competition at Lincoln Financial Field. Samantha may have
the chance to compete at the national PP&K event being
held at a Divisional Playoff game in January. The competi-
tion will take place prior to the game, and all 40 national
finalists will be part of the pre-game or half-time passing
exhibition. Samantha currently has the third highest score
in the nation (199’ 5”’). Samantha returned to Philadel-
phia for a second year to represent Allentown. After being
narrowly defeated in 2009, Samantha practiced extra hard
in 2010. That practice paid off as Samantha defeated all
other participants in her age group. Congratulations!

Samantha Fritzinger, PPK Winner

In 2011, the City will be undertaking a City-Wide
Aquatic Master Plan. The intent of this study is to
review the existing aquatic facilities, solicit public
input and provide a comprehensive plan for renew-
ing the aquatics facilities and programs that will
best serve the community for the foreseeable fu-
ture. If you are interested in assisting with this
important planning project, please contact the
Department office.

Water Safety Day a Success

In cooperation with the Allentown Health Bureau and Swim-in Zone, the De-
partment hosted its 12" Annual Family Water Safety Day at Cedar Beach Pool.
There were 166 people in attendance, the largest number of participants the
event has ever seen. Instructors of each station educated all on precautions
around water and what to do in case an emergency should occur. They also
reviewed basic first aid, what to do in case of a back injury, the proper way to
use a life jacket, and skills needed to improvise a rescue with everyday items
like skateboards, stools, towels, and coolers.

Aquatic Master Plan in the Works

Doggie Dip Participants Break Records
It was another record breaking year at the three annual Doggie Dips. Mack
brought in 73 dogs, Jordan 62 dogs and Cedar Beach more than 185 dogs. The
City also received numerous food and monetary donations to benefit the Hu-
mane Society of Lehigh County.

Other Recreation News

Queen of the Court
The Dieruff Huskies girl’s basketball program is at it again! Queen of the Court
is back at Cumberland Gardens and is better than ever. Nearly 40 girls have
been in training since the first week in October and have learned new tech-
niques to improve their basketball skills. Girls are also receiving mentoring
from the many volunteers and current Dieruff Girls Basketball coaches and
players.

Youth Winter Basketball League
Starting January 3, 2011, nearly 400 youth between
the ages of 9 and 18 will be participating in the Winter
Youth Basketball League. A special thanks goes out
the Allentown School District for allowing use of their
facilities.

Summer Playground Participation Grows — Romper Day Honors
Legacy of Percy Ruhe

With more than 1,630 registrants in this year’s program, the Department has
successfully raised
attendance for four
consecutive years.
| Over 600 children par-
ticipated in the
Romper Day culminat-
ing event on August 8th. This year was dedicated
to the legacy of the Summer Playground founder,
Percy Ruhe. Mr. Ruhe’s daughter and grand-
daughter were present. A special thanks goes
out to all the Allentown playground supervisors
and managers.

Adventure Allentown

The 2010-11 Fall/Winter edition of
Adventure Allentown has been distrib- L WN
uted in the Allentown School District,

more than 40,000 recipients of the g‘
Morning Call and nearly 50 downtown

businesses. The magazine is also avail-

able in free outdoor publication racks Rt
throughout the park system. For more
information on Adventure Allentown, please contact Randy
Cope at 610-437-7750 or at coper@allentowncity.org

Halloween Parade a Scary Success

Over 2,000 participants lined up to march in the 2010 City
of Allentown Halloween Parade. The theme this year was
“Lights, Camera, Action, It’s the
Great Parade, Allentown!”
Participants were asked to incor-
porate a movie theme into their
entry. A new category for chil-
dren 10 & under was created
called “Little Marchers”.
First Place winners for this year’s parade were:

Band: Harrison Morton Middle School

Float: ASD City Orchestra Float
Marching Group: West End Cheerleaders

Little Marchers: Brownie Troop 6937
Special thanks to our parade judges, parade marshalls and
WFMZ Chief Meteorologist Ed Hanna, who emceed the
parade narratives at the judging stand.

ASD City Orchestra Float
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