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Improving our Workplace - Department
Launches New Culture Team

Bald Eagle & Department Employee
Enjoy Lunch Together

In order to continue
growing a healthy
department, we
recently created a
6Cul ture
is being led by Ken
Dando from the Golf
Course. The primary
goal of this team is to
review the employee
survey, and based on
those results and
employee interviews,
recommend, develop
and implement various initiatives to help enhance our
Departmentds Cul ture. The
ees from each Bureau (Watershed, Parks Maintenance,
Recreation, Golf and Administration). This newsletter
was created as a direct result of one of their major
recommendations, Ol mprove
We will also begin quarterly Department meetings which
are scheduled for Mondays, March 15, June 21, and Sept.
20 at 2:30 pm in Park Maintenance. Stay tuned for more
information from the Culture Team in future newsletters.
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Director to Speak at Smart Growth
Conference in Seattle

Greg A. Weitzel, Director of Parks & Recreation, was

invited to be a presenteratthe 9" Annual 6 New
for Smart Growth Conferencebd
February 4, 2010. Greg will be joining with professionals
from the National Policy & Legal Analysis Network to
Prevent Childhood Obesity, the National Complete Streets
Coalition, the YMCA and the National Association of
Chronic Disease Directors
network plans and implementation of complete streets.
For more information, see www.newpartners.org and
www.completestreets.org.
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Over the last several B
months, this eagle ¥
has been spotted
perched and flying
andund the trelec h
that surround Lake
Muhlenberg. Randy [
Cope, Program
Development
Specialist in the
Recreation Bureau,
was on lunch break
last month when he
watched the eagle
swoop down, grab a fish and enjoy his lunch perched on a
treanexttolimm.s i st s of t wBnoayBpck Sy -

Parks, Watershed & Wildlands Conservancy
t er nalPagnershig RECOUZEb ns 6 .

The PA Water Resources Education Network recently
recognized the Department i
Study in Cooperationd which
partners who have been working on a year-long education
and outreach campaign to discuss the importance of
riparian buffe-- Soig— —
mowd zones and :

water messages to residents,

giaff and Gity Jeadership. An
eduycationd Wdeq wa ,
created and is available on Safe Drinkirg Witer |_J Sterts at the Source!
the Departmentds Facebook
page. The full article can be read at www.wren.palwv.org.
Congratulations to all the partners involved in this project!
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Become a fan of Allentown PA Parks
& Recreation on Facebook today!

Upcoming Meetings

Shade Tree Commission
LifeTrail Club Meeting

City Council Park & Rec. Committee
Board of Recreation - February 4, 2010, 8:00 am Parks
A-Youth Committee:
City Council Committee of the Whole
Keck Park Public Meeting
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- February 2, 2010, 8:00 am, Parks & Recreation Office
- February 2, 2010, 3:00 pm, Parks & Recreation Office - organizational start-up meeting
- February 3, 2010, 6:00 pm in City Council Chambers

& Recreation Office

- February 10, 2010, 8:00 pm West End Youth Center
- February 17, 2010, 6:00 pm Trail Plan Presentation, Council Chambers
- February 25, 2010, 7:00 pm Mosser Family Village Center, Keck Park



http://www.newpartners.org/
http://www.completestreets.org/

Project News

Historic Lehigh Canal Towpath Reopens

to drain into the

complete the job, o
Department of Parks & Recreation

Director
were held to begin the necessary
& permitting process within a day or

constructed within
Repair work began on November 30.
An exemplary level of agency coordlnatlon and assistance provided by the City

of Allentown Department of Parks & Recreation and Department of Public

Works, along with Robert Hosking from McTish, Kunkel & Associates combined
with an experienced design and construction team allowed the project to be
completed more than two and a half weeks ahead of schedule.

Greg A. Weitzel

three

The Lehigh Canal Towpath in Canal Park had been shut down since
October 6, 2009 when a breach caused most of the water in the Lehigh Canal
Lehigh
government, the engineering firm and the contractor worked expeditiously to

River. i Th-eé

d Al l ent own

fiMeetings

days. o

Photos by Bob Hosking

Cedar Creek Parkway Improvements Continue

Improvements are continuing at the Rose and Old Fashion
Gardens. The mirror ponds restoration and steps to the
gardens are complete, as well as the new walkways. The
old arbors will be replaced and new beds will be created
this spring. The paved paths around the ponds will be
stamped and coated to match the new walkways. Please
visit:  www.pavementimpressionsinc.com, for more
information. Trail work has also begun and the playground
site work has been bid out and is due back February 24.
Installation of a LifeTrail and art restoration projects are
also part of the plans. Our goal is to complete Phase | by
June 23, 2010. For more information, the Department has
created a project website at www.allentownpa.gov/cedarcreek.

LifeTrail Station

Roosevelt Park
Restroom Renovation
Complete

The renovated restrooms

are now 100% complete and
will be open to the public
again this spring. Next, park
staff will be painting the
interior of the other side of
the building for use by the
Summer Playground Program
and will dress up the exterior
walkways and the parking lot.

Arts Walk Development
Project Wrap Up

Lehigh River East Side Trail
To Begin In 2010

This project is nearing full
completion, with some addi-
tional landscaping, new bulletin
boards and a permanent project
sign coming this spring. The
Arts Park landscaping also needs
attention, as the ivy is not
growing fast enough to choke

out the weeds.

Final design

plans have been

completed and

the next

milestone for

this project is

bidding and

construction

which looks to

develop on and

off street trails

to connect Canal

Park to Kimmets

Landing. This

trail is part of

the Delaware and Lehigh River Corridor. Please
visit www.delawareandlehigh.org. More on this
project will follow in subsequent newsletters.

Keck Park Renovation
Project Gears Up for
2010 Groundbreaking

Project coordination continued
through the winter months

and environmental surveys
were completed. HRG, our
engineering firm, has been
working with manufacturers
on pricing for various potential
improvement components
such as spray park equipment,
lighting and shelters.

The next public meeting is
scheduled for February 25
at 7:00 pm in the Mosser
Family Village Center.




