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Second Quarter 2010 Newsletter

Department News

Improving our Workplace
Culture Team Update

Director Invited to White House Conference on
America’s Great Outdoors

The Department Culture Team
led by Ken Dando from the Golf
Course continues to meet and
provide recommendations for
enhancing our Department. The
team consists of representatives
from each Bureau (Watershed,
Parks Maintenance, Recreation,
Golf and Administration) and
they encourage you to contact
them with your ideas.

The Culture Team members are
Bob Durn, Christian Bianco, Phil
Janenko, Bob Ache, Randy Cope,
Wendy Pierce and Jeff Wambold. This newsletter was created as a
direct result of one of their major recommendations, ‘Improve
Internal Communications’. Goals set for 2010 include implement-
ing several ideas to solicit feedback from staff, such as a sugges-
tion card system, recognizing staff who go “above and beyond”
expectations, and providing more training opportunities to con-
tinually improve the Department’s greatest asset, our employees.
The next quarterly Department meetings will be held on Monday,
June 21 and Sept. 20 at 2:30 pm in Park Maintenance. Watch for
more information from the Culture Team in future newsletters.

"No, I didn't teil the captain about
the iceberg.

"I thought he already knew about it."”

Allentown Director of Parks & Recreation Greg A. Weitzel will be
attending the White House Conference on America’s Great Outdoors
in Washington, D.C. on Friday, April 16. Weitzel received the invita-
tion to the event from U.S. Secre-
tary of the Interior Ken Salazar, U.S
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack
and Chair of the White House
Council on Environmental Quality,
Nancy Sutley. The conference will
involve break-out sessions and
panels conducted by the Secretar-
ies that will address the challenges, S
opportunities and innovations surrounding land conservation and
the importance of reconnecting Americans to the outdoors. Active in
governmental affairs, Greg has been a member of the Pennsylvania
Recreation and Park Society Governmental Affairs Committee for the
last ten years and spends time in Harrisburg and Washington sup-
porting legislation for parks, recreation and conservation funding.

Rose Garden Improvements Receive High Praise
From Local Resident

Department Facebook Page Continues to
Grow Fans

In 2009, the Department created a Facebook page to provide up-
dates and information to interested residents. To date, we have
290 fans with an average visitation rate of 130 per week. In
addition, local residents created a ‘Support Allentown Greenways’
Facebook page in support of ‘Connecting our Community -

A Plan for Connecting Allentown’s | n

Parks and People through a Network
To date, there are 366 fans on the site.

Find uson

Facebook

of Bicycle and Pedestrian Trails’.

The following is an excerpt from a letter recently received from a resident...
The purpose of this letter is to say THANK YOU! A few Sundays ago, my
wife and | decided to go take a walk around the Rose Garden and check
out all the improvements. Not a big deal for some folks, but it was a big
deal for me...you see | have M.S. and must use a power wheel chair to
get around. We parked in the handicap spot behind the office and | was
able to ‘motor’ all around the site. It was really great! The improve-
ments are fantastic and being able to enjoy the park is a real benefit for
me (and other wheel chair bound folks).
Living right ‘up the hill’ from the area for
the past 27 years, | had enjoyed many
wonderful strolls in the park when | was
able to walk. Now, | can again enjoy the
Rose Garden even with my handicap.
Thank you! Best regards, Keith Nash

Department of Parks & Recreation Mission Statement

The mission of the Allentown Department of Parks & Recreation is to enhance the quality of life in our City by providing and
maintaining quality parks, trails and green spaces, and by offering enriching recreational activities and facilities
for people of all ages and abilities.




Project News

Cedar Creek Parkway Phase |
Improvements Continue

Keck Park Renovation Project Gears Up for
2010 Groundbreaking

Improvements continue including installation of the new
arbors in the Rose Garden, new beds in the Old Fashion
Garden, art sculpture cleaning and restoration, installation
of a water fountain and masonry work. Soon the asphalt
paths around the ponds will be stamped and coated to
match the new walkways and staff will be dressing up
edges and seeding. Trail work continues on the west end
of the park with uniformed 10 feet wide paths. Once the
crews finish the paving, staff will be leveling, backfilling
and seeding. The playground site work has begun, as well
as the new handicapped accessible restroom, pavilions,
picnic tables and other site amenities. Our goal is to hold
the ribbon cutting ceremony for the new playground on
Wednesday, June 30™. For more information, the Depart-
ment has created a project website at
www.allentownpa.gov/cedarcreek.

Another public meeting was held on March 25™ with over 40 residents in
attendance. The meeting involved a breakdown of the concept plan and
probable construction costs. One exercise involved asking residents to pick
the corresponding price tag for individual items. All told, residents re-
quested over $1 million dollars in improvements; however, the Department
has only secured $500k for the first phase. Therefore, some tough decisions
had to be made which included putting new lights and a spray park into a
future phase. Funds will be used to renovate all the existing fields, rest-
rooms, parking lots and purchase new site amenities. Next, we will com-
plete our final plan for Phase | and submit requests for needed permits to
begin bidding and construction.

| tam (B8] 1 N I s IL |

Z) (T T
Muﬂ e

L 1)

z l

r]r

[_____:_ =

ey

N

= A = |_

Keck Park Concept Plan

Parks workers |nstaII new arbors

Martin Luther & Coretta Scott-King

Allentown Dog Park Master

Department Wins Plan Gets Underway

Memorial Project

wen sor0 The Martin

- Luther &
Coretta
- ..‘ Scott-King
MARTIN LUTHER & CORETTA SCOTT KINg Memorial
=== &2 MEMORIAL PROJECT & === Project is
an organ-

izational initiative designed to commemorate the
legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and his wife
Coretta Scott-King. The project is the dream of the
late Harry A. Roberts and is being coordinated by
the Martin Luther & Coretta Scott King Memorial
Project of the Lehigh Valley Inc. a non-profit organi-
zation. The actual monument of Dr. King and Mrs.
Scott-King will be located on Martin Luther King Jr.
Drive and is expected to be the only monument of
its kind, making it an extremely high caliber land-
mark addition to the educational, historic and tour-
ist value of the Lehigh Valley.

‘Playground in a Box’

Thanks to assistance from the Allentown
Health Bureau, especially Kati Fosselius
and Tina Amato, the Department of
Parks & Recreation was one of five cities
across the country to win a ‘Playground
in a Box’. The portable playground will
be used as part of the

Summer Playground Program and shared
with the Allentown School District.
Imagination Playground is designed to
encourage child-directed, unstructured
“free play”, the kind of play that experts
say is critical to a child’s intellectual,
social,
physical
and
emotional
develop-
ment.

The Dog Park Steering Committee recently
interviewed the top four firms who
submitted proposals to develop the master
plan and
has chosen
Langan
Associates.
After tour-
ing multiple ™
possible
park sites to
determine the best location for develop-
ment, the committee decided on a location
at Trout Creek Parkway, specifically the site
at the corner of Mack Blvd. and Dixon
Street. The next steps are developing con-
cept plans with the consultant and com-
mittee, holding a public meeting to review
the concepts, and finalizing the plan to
begin fundraising for future development.




Connecting Our Community, A Plan for
Connecting Allentown’s Parks and People
through a Network of Bicycle

Other Park News

The Department of Parks & Recreation is responsible for a large por-
tion of snow removal on city streets and sidewalks. This includes the

and Pedestrian Trails

entire West End of Allentown, miles of sidewalks and a large section
of the South side. With over 50 inches of snow in 2010, the crews

City Council officially adopted the plan by

next step towards implementation is con-
tinuing to seek multiple funding sources e
for facility development, Our first .
major goal is to improve park and trail
signage by establishing a framework of
sign types, information hierarchy and
design standards to create a uniformed,
consistent, and organized signage and way
finding system.
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were very busy working multiple 12 hour shifts from 3:00 am to 3:00
pm. Thanks for all your hard work! o

Wing Mower Mulch Bloweryg

(photos by Bruce Solt)

e e o s ves Parks staff held a training session with our new mulch blower which
was recently purchased and should greatly reduce the amount of time
it takes to mulch landscape beds and playgrounds. In addition, the
Parks Bureau received a new wing mower this year.

In 2010, the City was awarded $25,000 from TreeVitalize to
continue planting trees. Two

blocks on 7 Street will be - i
planted this spring, two more
blocks on Hamilton Street and
various other locations around

Parks signage template

A parmership to restore tree cover in PA communities

the city will be completed this
fall. (www.treevitalize.net).

Recreation Bureau Expands
Adult Programs

Municipal Golf Course Season is Underway

In an effort to address the lack of recreational
opportunities for adults, the Department of
Parks & Recreation initiated a plan in 2008 to
expand adult recreational programming. His-
torically, the Recreation Bureau has concen-
trated predominately on youth recreation pro-
grams as identified in the Allentown Parks &
Recreation Master Plan. In an effort to address
this issue, the Recreation Bureau negotiated a
collaborative facility usage deal with the Allen-
town Housing Authority in 2008 to lease the
Cumberland Gardens Gym and has been able
to provide indoor adult activities that have not
been traditionally provided. In 2009, the Rec-
reation Bureau was able to provide adult
dodgeball and basketball leagues. The Bureau
also increased its participation in the winter
adult volleyball leagues through its facility
partnership with the Allentown School District.
The volleyball league increased from 31 teams
in 2008 to 49 teams in the 2009-10

Winter Season! The Bureau is currently plan-
ning a Yoga program and a LifeTrail Club that
will cater to adults over 50 years of age and
will be conducted in Cedar Creek Parkway af-
ter the renovations are completed.

The 2010 golfing season has finally arrived. The warmer weather is always welcome.
Remember all City of Allentown Employees (Non-
bargaining, Police, Fire and SEIU) will receive a 20% discount
on all golf fees. We have had a number of employees that
are taking advantage of this new benefit. If you have any
questions, or would like to give golfing a try, please call Jeff
Wambold, AMGC Manager at 610-509-8874. All leagues are
starting this month with much anticipation. The course has
weathered the winter season very well. Conditions at the
course are fabulous. For more information please visit our
website at www.allentowngolf.org.

The Mayor’s Golf Classic will be held June 4. This event benefits the Lehigh Valley Senior
Center. For information, please call the Proshop at 610-395-9926. The Brew Works on the
Green is open 7 days a week serving breakfast, lunch and dinner. The hours are 7:00 am
till last call. Check out their website www.thebrewworks.com for all events and specials.
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Upcoming Meetings

Board of Recreation

First Thursday of every month at 8:00 am, Parks & Recreation Office
Shade Tree Commission

First Tuesday of every month at 8:00 am, Parks & Recreation Office
City Council Parks & Recreation Committee

May 19, 2010 at 7:00 pm, Council Chambers
A-Youth Monthly Meetings

Second Wednesday of every month, 8:00 pm West End Youth Center




‘Let It Grow’ Signs Golf

Course Parking Lot to Tee Off

Thanks to assistance fr
Course parking lot has
currently out to bid.

Beginning this spring, you will notice yard signs
indicating newly established or ongoing grow

p -, Zones in the parks. Grow
GROW
ZONE

zones and healthy stream
buffers are zones of di-
verse, nhative vegetation
along the edges of rivers

/

and Dbiologically diverse
waterways. A healthy
stream buffer helps pre-
vent erosion and mitigates
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the impact of flood events, acts as a natural filter =, l:if
against many forms of pollution, shades the stream :: - I~ y
to maintain stream temperatures required by s v {TT]

aquatic invertebrates and fish, and provides habi-
tat for birds and other wildlife—all vital elements
in a healthy ecosystem. For more information,
check out the video we created on the City of
Allentown website under ‘Parks and Recreation’ or
on our Facebook page.

AW&%R!II‘:ER and streams. Restoration
CONSERVATION of buffering vegetation is TRy
;L‘t‘:fr’eké‘;z]‘f;‘nf;‘i an essential step in con- %{3 '
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om Mark S. Geosits, P.E., Assistant City Engineer, the Golf

been redesigned to add more parking. This project is
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Financial News

Friends of the Allentown Parks

The Department will be applying for four state grants for future capital pro-
jects, they include the PPL Parking Lot Pocket Park Project, Stevens Park
Renovation, Jackson Street Community Park Expansion, and the MLK and
Union Terrace Trail Projects.
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Stevens Park

PPL Parking Lot

= Jdmckeon Street Community Park
Master
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Join us at the Lil-Le-Hi Fish Hatchery on April 17 at
10:30 a.m. for a great
presentation by Mike
Gilbert, Watershed
Specialist on “Everything =
You Wanted to Know
About the Fish Hatch-
ery” (and more...). On
April 25 we will work with the Old Fairgrounds
Neighborhood for a day of playground clean-up activi-
ties. Park beautification projects such as the “Adopt-a-
Flowerbed” and “Remembrance Tree” programs begin
in May. We have four upcoming programs at the Rose
Garden (May 11, May 18, June 2) as well as Tai Chi in
June. For more information please visit our website at
www.allentownparks.org or phone 610-437-7750.
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of the

allentown
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Special Invitation

The Allentown Garden Club has scheduled its annual
Arbor Day tree planting ceremony at Wire Mill
Meadow Arboretum next month. We would like to
extend an invitation for you to join us for the planting
and dedication of trees and shrubs, music, and special
guests. The ceremony is scheduled for Friday, April
30, 2010 at 11:00 am at the Wire Mill Meadow
Arboretum, Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive and Lehigh
Street.




