COUNCIL MEETING - 7:30 PM

MAY 20, 2009

1. Invocation: Julio Guridy
2. Pledge to the Flag

3. Roll Call


Mr. Donovan, Ms. Eichenwald, Mr. Guridy, Mr. Howells, Mr. Phillips, Mr. Schweyer, and Mr. D’Amore.

4. Courtesy of the Floor

Leon Lichtenwalner, 745 West Turner Street, said 2 years ago he reported Hall Street, between Turner and Linden, there’s a manhole buckling up.
5. Approval of Minutes: 

October 15, 2008 and March 18, 2009.
6. Old Business:  None.
7. Communications

Mr. Donovan read a letter from Charles Snelling expressing his appreciation and gracious treatment of him at the May 6, 2009 Council meeting when he presented the seal to City Council. He also thanked Ken Bennington for his support.

8. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES:

Budget and Finance: Chairperson Donovan

The Committee has not met since the last meeting; a meeting is scheduled for May 27th at which time we will discuss the most recent financial report and legislation we have received. 
Public Safety: Chairperson Howells
The Committee met this evening; a future meeting has not been scheduled.

Community and Economic Development: Chairperson Schweyer

The Committee met this evening; a future meeting has not been scheduled. 

Parks and Recreation: Chairperson Phillips

The Committee has not met since the last meeting; a future meeting has not yet been scheduled. 
Public Works: Chairperson Guridy
The Committee met this evening; a future meeting has not been scheduled.

Human Resources, Administration and Appointments: Chairperson Eichenwald
The Committee met this evening; a future meeting has not yet been scheduled. 
Rules, Chambers, Intergovernmental Relations and Strategy:  Chairperson D’Amore
The Committee has not met since the last council meeting; a future meeting has not been scheduled (you have two items in front of the committee on the election of council officers).
OTHER COMMITTEE REPORTS

CONTROLLER’S REPORT 

Mr. Hoffman said he had nothing to report.

Blighted Property Review Board: Councilperson Schweyer said the Redevelopment Authority has another list of properties. We will be meeting in June or July.
9.  APPOINTMENTS: None
10. ORDINANCES FOR FINAL PASSAGE:

Mr. Schweyer and Mr. Howells  moved to suspend the rules and move R38 to this point in the agenda.

The rules were suspended by common consent.

R38

Redevelopment Assistance Capital Grant Funding for the Renovation and Expansion of Lehigh Valley Hospital Health Network at 17th and Chew Streets

Mr. Schweyer said this allows us to move forward on the RAC grant for expansions and renovations of the Lehigh Valley Hospital Health Network.

Mr. Donovan said he supports this resolution. They were given a tour of the facility.

Mr. Phillips asked who should he contact for a tour of the facility?

Lauren Giguere said Mary Ensslin.

R38 was approved, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.

Bill 11

Administration Sponsored: Amending Article 140, the Personnel System by adopting a new Personnel Code.

Ms. Eichenwald said there is some difficulty with the language, vis-à-vis, political activity allowed by City employees. That will be tackled under the Ethics Commission. They recommended this bill favorably.

Mr. Schweyer said if there are any changes in the Personnel Code as a result of the Ethics Commission making any adjustments to it, they would offer an addendum to the code.

Mr. Donovan referred to Page 3, Article 140.04 (1). 1, 2, and 3 make sense in order of priority, 4 seems to be more of a procedure rather than a listing of priorities. The world “he” was used, and we should look at gender neutral language. Page 30, under electronic recording devices; there should be a blanket authorization to do if the situation presents itself. He doesn’t know that banning body piecing is necessary. Conduct of Rules and Work Rules are repetitive. Some abbreviations should be spelled out, plus the issue Ms. Eichenwald brought up.
Mr. Schweyer said at the last meeting Council approved language to require Council to review this every 2 years. Is that still in there?

The City Clerk said no.

Mr. Schweyer and Mr. Howells moved to amend Bill  11 to add requires Council to review the Personnel Code on a bi-annual basis.

The amendment to Bill 11 was approved by common consent.

Mr Phillips said this only applies to SEIU and management, is that correct?

Mr. D’Amore said it doesn’t apply to SEIU.

Mr. Maley said it states in the Code if there’s any reference to any other contractual agreement. A lot of this was taken from the existing AIM Regulation.

The City Clerk said the amendment will take out Section 140.11, Conflict of Interest, and submit the language from the Solicitor’s Office that is entitled Personnel Policy Revisions. It gives reference to the Code of Ethics in that the City employees must abide by those ethical standards. It summarizes those standards.

Mr. Donovan and Mr. Phillips moved to amend Bill 11 by deleting Section 140.11 as above.

The amendment to Bill 11 was approved by common consent.

Bill 11 was adopted, as amended, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.

Bill 39

Administration Sponsored: Amending the 2009 General Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of Thirteen Thousand Five Hundred Forty-Six Dollars and Sixteen Cents ($13, 546.16) from the PA Department of Health (PADOH) and the National Association of City and County Health Officers (NACCHO) to various accounts in the Public Health Emergency Preparedness Program of the Health Bureau, Department of Community and Economic Development to increase the capacity of the Health Bureau to respond to a public health emergency and to catalyze community-wide preparedness efforts through the coordination and effective training of the volunteer medical reserve corps.

Mr. Schweyer said the bill was forwarded favorably, 3-0.

Bill 39 was adopted, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.

Bill 40

Administration Sponsored: Amending the 2009 Capital Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of One Hundred Forty-Nine Thousand Nine Hundred Twenty-Nine ($149,929) Dollars from the Department of Justice grant, numbers 2006-DJ-BX-0528 and 2007DJ-BX-0197, to the Public Safety/Com-Center Building Access Control and Surveillance capital program of the Police Department to provide for access control for the Police Station and 911 Center along with server based security cameras for  cellblocks and all access points. Computers and related equipment are also included in funding

Mr. Howells said this bill was forwarded favorably, 3-0.

Mr. Schweyer asked if this will help us achieve higher accredidation?

Captain Warg said it will definitely improve the system. It is a needed upgrade.

Mr. D’Amore asked if this is for the cellblocks in the Public Safety building?

Captain Warg said it’s not only for the cellblocks, it’s for the cameras we’re replacing in there. It’s also for the access security throughout the building.

Mr. Guridy said someone told him he was not allowed to use a restroom? Don’t we provide any? She had to use the facilities at Sacred Heart Hospital. I don’t think that’s appropriate. 
Captain Warg said there are public restrooms. He’d have to know the specifics of the incident.

Mr. Phillips said normally when there’s an investigation going on you try to keep the parties separated so there are no signals.

Bill 40 was adopted, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.
11. ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION: 
Bill 42

Amending the 2009 General Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of Five Thousand ($5,000) Dollars from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, DCED, grant number C000030228, to provide for a portable thermal imaging camera for the Emergency Response Team.  
Bill 42 was referred to Public Safety.

Bill 43

Amending the 2009 General Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of Five Thousand ($5,000) Dollars from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, DCED, grant number C000023563, to provide for the reimbursement of costs to run a Citizen Police Academy, geared toward citizen awareness of potential criminal behavior. The program 
will be hosted at the Allentown Police Academy and will include such topics as community policing, gang awareness, burglary/robbery prevention, communications with police, and issues pertaining to suspected drug dealing.

Bill 43 was referred to Public Safety

Bill 44

Amending Article 130.09, Administration of the Budget and Capital Plan, by requiring monthly financial reports to be provided to Council and the City Controller.

Bill 44 was referred to Budget and Finance.

12. CONSENT AGENDA: 
CA1 – Certificate of Appropriateness

CA1 was approved, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.

13. RESOLUTIONS ON SECOND READING: 
R28

Denial of Certificate of Appropriateness – 436 North 8th Street

Mr. Schweyer said this was forwarded favorably to uphold the denial.


R28 was approved, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.

R36

Administration Sponsored: Approves the Submission of a PENNVEST Green Project Reserve:  Anaerobic Digester Cover Replacement Project Grant

Mr. Howells said this was forwarded favorably, 3-0.
Richard Young said they are requesting us to get permission from Council to accept this.
R36 was approved, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.
R35

Administration Sponsored: Requests Traffic Signals at Hanover Avenue and New England Avenue/North Ellsworth Street

Mr. Howells said this was forwarded favorably, 3-0.

Mr. Young said R35 and R37 are part of the same project. 

Mr. Donovan asked if there’s a completely new road?

Mr. Young said yes. It’s an old rail line the City purchased in 1982.

R35 was approved, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.
R37

Administration Sponsored: Requests Traffic Signals at New England Avenue and North Dauphin Street/Agere Driveway

Mr. Howells said this was forwarded favorably, 3-0.

R37 was approved, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.
14. RESOLUTIONS ON FIRST READING: 

R45

Administration Sponsored: Approves the use of Sewer Fund Mechanical Renovations and Emergency Sewer Repairs Accounts to fund the Anaerobic Digester Cover Replacement Project on an Interim Basis 

Mr. Howells said this was forwarded favorably, 3-0.

Mr. Hoffman asked if we’re using our own funds until we get the grant?

Mr. Young said that’s correct. The digester is totally out of commission. It’s 30 years old.

Mr. Guridy asked who’s doing the work?

Mr. Young said it will be contracted out.

Mr. Donovan said it’s coming out of the Sewer Fund’s capital budget.

Mr. Young said it’s been transferred from different sources within Sewer.

Dennis Pearson asked if these covers are not repaired, what will be the effect?

Mr. Young said they help contain gas. They use that gas to generate electricity and steam.

R45 was approved, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.
R46

Administration Sponsored: DCED $100,000 Grant Application aimed at removing blighted conditions at 808 Hamilton Street for the future home of the Allentown Arts Center

R46 was referred to CEDC.

R47

Administration Sponsored: DCED $150,000 Grant Application for the design and planning of streetscape and open space improvements in the Sacred Heart Neighborhood

R47 was referred to CEDC.

R48

Administration Sponsored: A Resolution/Ordinance Extending the Terms of Benefits of Real Property, Earned Income Tax, Net Profits Mercantile, and Business Privilege Taxes Within A Specific Geographic Area in the City of Allentown, Lehigh County, Designated as a Keystone Opportunity Zone, Keystone Opportunity Expansion or Keystone Opportunity Improvement Zone in Order to Foster Economic Opportunities, Stimulate Industrial, Commercial, and Residential Improvements and Prevent Physical and Infrastructure Deterioration Within Areas of Lehigh County, City of Allentown, or the Allentown School District, Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, upon Certain Terms and Conditions.

R48 was referred to CEDC.

R49

Administration Sponsored: Authorizing the submission of a PENNVEST Green Project Reserve Grant application to automate the City’s Meter Reading System
R49 was referred to Public Works.

15.  NEW BUSINESS:  None.
16.  GOOD AND WELFARE:  None.
17.  ADJOURN
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM.
Michael P. Hanlon

City Clerk
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