COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
March 18, 2009 - COUNCIL CHAMBERS

COUNCIL MEETING - 7:30 PM
1. Invocation: Julio A. Guridy
2. Pledge to the Flag

3. Roll Call: The meeting was called to order - all were present. 
4. Courtesy of the Floor


Mr. Hershman requested to speak arguing that Council rules were not clear and suggested he could not speak to new issues but could speak to old issues. The Council President and Solicitor Fruhwirth stated that Council rules were clear that candidates could not speak under Courtesy of the Floor once their petitions were filed but could speak to legislative issues at the appropriate time. 

5. Approval of Minutes: The minutes of January 21, 2009 were approved.
6. Old Business

Mrs. Eichenwald recommended that pursuant to earlier discussions during the budget deliberations, Council establish a Committee of the Whole to review the goals and objectives of the Department of Community and Economic Development inviting Joyce Marin; asked whether anyone has stepped forward to look at getting voluntary contributions from nonprofits and tax exempt properties given the City’s financial status; and inquired about when a Rules Committee will be set up to review the resolution on electing a Council president in order that Council have fair leadership.

Mr. Bennington said he would follow up on the nonprofit issue.
7. Communications
8. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES:

Budget and Finance: Chairperson Donovan
The Committee has not met since the last Council meeting; the next meeting is scheduled for March 25 at 6:30 PM.
Public Safety: Chairperson Howells
The Committee met this evening; a future meeting has not been scheduled.

Community and Economic Development: Chairperson Schweyer
The Committee has not met since the last Council meeting; a meeting was scheduled for March 24 at 7:00 PM but was rescheduled for March 31.
Parks and Recreation: Chairperson Phillips
The Committee has not met since the last Council meeting (the next tentative meeting is scheduled for March 25, either before or after the Budget and Finance Meeting).
Public Works: Chairperson Guridy
The Committee met this evening; a future meeting has not been scheduled.
Human Resources, Administration and Appointments: Chairperson Eichenwald
The Committee has not met since the last Council meeting; a meeting is scheduled for March 24 at 6:30 PM which was rescheduled to March 31.
Rules, Chambers, Intergovernmental Relations and Strategy:  Chairperson D’Amore
The Committee has not met since the last Council meeting; but we are in the process of setting up a meeting in the near future. 
9. ORDINANCES FOR FINAL PASSAGE:

Bill 12 was removed from the agenda.

BILL12CITIZENS PATROL GRANT.DOC






Administration Sponsored: Amending the 2009 General Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of Five Thousand ($5,000) Dollars from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, DCED grant to provide for a Citizens on Patrol Program that will provide cell phones, training and mileage reimbursement to Crime Watch Groups  

10. ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION: 
BILL15FLAGS.DOC







Referred to CEDC
Administration Sponsored: Amending the 2009 General Fund to provide for a supplemental appropriation of One Thousand Eight Hundred ($1,800) Dollars from multiple sponsors to support replacing American flags along Hamilton Street

BILL16THEATREMASTERPLAN.DOC





Referred to CEDC
Administration Sponsored Amending the 2009 General Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of Twenty Two Thousand, Four Hundred Ninety ($22,490) Dollars for the purpose of developing a Master Plan for the West End Theatre District, reimbursed through grants received from Lehigh County ($7,500) and the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development ($14,990)
BILL17TC SALON.DOC







Referred to CEDC
Administration Sponsored: Amending the 2009 General Fund to provide for a supplemental appropriation of Two Hundred Fifty Thousand ($250,000) Dollars as a result of a grant from the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development for the acquisition of 617 North 19th Street.


BILL18NSP GRANT.DOC







Referred to CEDC
Administration Sponsored: An Ordinance providing for the expenditure of Two Million One Hundred Thirteen Thousand Four Hundred Fifty Six Dollars ($2,113,456) in Neighborhood Stabilization Program (NSP) Grant Monies received by the City of Allentown under Title III of the Housing and Economic Recovery Act of 2008 (HERA) and approved by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development for housing and community development programs
BILL19FIRE ACADEMY.DOC






Referred to Public Safety
Administration Sponsored: Amending the 2009 General Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of Seventy Thousand ($70,000) Dollars from County of Lehigh to the Fire Department for Mack South Fire Training Academy improvements (classroom equipped with furniture, computers, projectors and other audio-visual equipment)
BILL205.4MNOTE.DOC






Referred to Budget and Finance

Administration Sponsored: Authorizes the issuance of a General Obligation Note in the Principal Aggregate Amount not to exceed $5,400,000; setting forth the Purpose of the Issuance of the Note to Fund Certain Capital Projects Pursuant to the Local Government Unit Debt Act

BILL21SUMMER CONCERTS.DOC




Referred to Parks and Recreation
Administration Sponsored: Amending the 2009 General Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of Four Thousand Eight Hundred and Eighty-Two ($4,882) Dollars to provide for the receipt of a grant from the PA Council of the Arts to support the City’s summer concert series. 

11. CONSENT AGENDA: 
CA1HARB.DOC
Certificates of Appropriateness – approving work to be done at: 926 West Gordon St., 1131 West Turner Street, 534 North 6th St., 322 North 8th Street, 622 North Law St., and 414 North Lumber Street

CA1 was approved, 7 Yeas and 0 Nays.

12. RESOLUTIONS ON SECOND READING: 
R17 was removed from the agenda.

R17KLINE'S BRIDGE TRANSFER.DOC





Administration Sponsored: Authorizes the Administration to Execute a Bridge Transfer Agreement with Lehigh County 

13. RESOLUTIONS ON FIRST READING: 

R18H2O GRANT.DOC






Referred to Public Works

Administration Sponsored: Authorizes the submission of a H2O PA Grant Application to eliminate inflow and infiltration in sewer collection system

R19H2O GRANTII.DOC






Referred to Public Works

Administration Sponsored: Authorizes the submission of a H2O PA Grant Application for Water Distribution & Sewer Collection System Rehabilitation
R20STEVENS PARK.DOC





Referred to Parks and Recreation

Administration Sponsored: Authorizes Grant Application for Stevens Park Renovations 

R21PPL LOT.DOC






Referred to Parks and Recreation

Administration Sponsored: Authorizes Grant Application for PPL Parking Lot Project 
R22KOZFINAL.DOC







Referred to CEDC
Administration Sponsored: Authorizes Submission to the State for KOZ Eligibility Designation   
Mr. Donovan requested the Administration forward Council information in regard to current taxes on any of the listed properties, on the resolution, that currently pay and that this be added to the spreadsheet.
14.  NEW BUSINESS 
Mr. Schweyer said he works for Junior Achievement, and he is looking for volunteers that have about 6 weeks available to work with the Allentown School District students with the entrepreneurial program.

Ernie Atiyeh suggested that the Presidents Council also be contacted for the meeting on the Citizens Patrol Grant.

15.  GOOD AND WELFARE
16.  ADJOURN – 7:50 PM
