COUNCIL MINUTES
JULY 15, 2009
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
6:30 PM
CEDC Goals and Objectives

Joyce Marin presented a power point presentation on the updates of the Community and Economic Development Committee.
7:15 PM
Parks and Recreation Committee

No Mow Presentation for Full Council, Parks and Recreation
Many residents who live in the College Drive, Honochick Drive and Ott Street area spoke of their dismay on the destination playground. All concluded it was too large and was taking up too much green space.
COUNCIL MEETING - 7:30 PM
JULY 15, 2009
1. Invocation: Michael D’Amore
2. Pledge to the Flag

3. Roll Call


Mr. Donovan, Ms. Eichenwald, Mr. Guridy, Mr. Phillips, Mr. Schweyer, and Mr. D’Amore.


Mr. Howells was absent.

4. Courtesy of the Floor

5. Approval of Minutes: February 18, April 1, 2009; April 15
6. Old Business:  None
7. Communications

Letter from the Mayor on the layoffs in City Hall.
8. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES:

Public Hearings:
Council President D’Amore
Council will conduct a Public Hearing on August 19th at 7:00 PM to take public testimony on Bill 55 which will be introduced tonight.
Budget and Finance: Chairperson Donovan

The Committee met on the 24th; a future meeting has not yet been scheduled but we are looking at early August.
Public Safety: Chairperson Howells
The Committee has not met since the last Council meeting; a future meeting has been scheduled for August 5th at 7:00 PM.
Community and Economic Development: Chairperson Schweyer

The Committee met on June 30th and referred some items on tonight’s agenda: a future meeting is scheduled for August 12 at 6:30 PM to consider Bill 55 which is being introduced tonight and other general business.
Parks and Recreation: Chairperson Phillips

The Committee has not met since the last Council meeting; a future meeting has not yet been scheduled. 
Public Works: Chairperson Guridy
The Committee has not met since the last council meeting; a future meeting has not been scheduled.

Human Resources, Administration and Appointments: Chairperson Eichenwald
The Committee has not met since the last Council meeting; a future meeting has not yet been scheduled. 
Rules, Chambers, Intergovernmental Relations and Strategy:  Chairperson D’Amore
The Committee met on June 30th and is currently in the process of drafting rules for election of Council officers – the legislation will be forwarded to council for their review and for introduction.
OTHER COMMITTEE REPORTS


Ad Hoc Ethics Committee – Councilperson Donovan - The Committee met on June 24th and put together a list of topics for analysis and will see how certain issues are handled in other ethics ordinances. The committee plans to met in early August. 

Blighted Property Review Board - Councilperson Schweyer met on Monday. There are 40 properties that were being reviewed for blight.
10. ORDINANCES FOR FINAL PASSAGE:

Bill 51
Administration Sponsored: Amending the 2009 Capital Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of Two Hundred Thousand ($200,000) Dollars from the Environmental Protection Agency Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund.  These funds will be passed on to the Allentown Economic Development Corporation for the demolition of the Calo Building, 27 North Front Street.

Mr. Schweyer said this bill was recommended favorably, 3-0.

Bill 51 was adopted, 6 Yeas and 0 Nays

Bill 53
Administration Sponsored: Amending the 2009 General Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of Seven Thousand Five Hundred ($7,500) Dollars from the Pennsylvania Department of Health to the Health Bureau’s Injury Prevention Program budget to enable the purchase of child passenger safety seats and carbon monoxide detectors for distribution to City residents. 

Mr. Schweyer said this bill was recommended favorably, 3-0.
Bill 53 was adopted, 6 Yeas and 0 Nays.

Mr. Schweyer and Mr. Donovan moved to suspend the rules and pull Bill 54 out of committee.

The motion was approved by common consent, 6 Yeas and 0 Nays.

Bill 54
Amending the 2009 General Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of Forty Six Thousand Seven Hundred and Twenty ($46,720) Dollars to provide for the receipt of a grant from the Lehigh Valley Workforce Investment Board. This grant will provide funding to hire forty-six (46) economically disadvantaged young adults (18-24 years of age) for the Summer Playground Program under the Innovative Summer Youth Program under the provisions of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009. 
Mr. Donovan said this was scheduled for review in the Parks and Recreation Committee this evening, but we ran out of time.

Mr. Phillips and Mr. Schweyer called Bill 54 out of committee.

Joyce Marin said the adults have already been hired.

Bill 54 was adopted, 6 Yeas and 0 Nays.

11. ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION:
Bill 55
Amending the City of Allentown Zoning Ordinance, by adding a definition, Veterans Treatment Center, adding such centers as a special exception under permitted uses in the I-G Zone, establishing parking requirements for such a use, and adding additional requirements for such a use, rezoning an area depicted on Exhibit “A” from Central Business (B-2) to Institutional and Governmental Zoning district, providing for an effective date, and repealing Ordinances inconsistent herewith. 

Bill 55 was referred to the City and Lehigh Valley Planning Commissions and CEDC.

Bill 56
Amending the 2009 General Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of Twelve Thousand Seventy Five ($12,075) Dollars as a result of payment from the Lehigh Valley IronPigs Baseball Team to the City of Allentown Paramedics for provisioning of on-site Emergency Medical Services during baseball games at Coca-Cola park for the months of April and May 2009

Bill 56 was referred to CEDC.

Bill 57
Amending the 2009 General Fund Budget to provide for a supplemental appropriation of Seventy-One Thousand Two Hundred Fifty ($71,250) Dollars as a result of three grants received by the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency for Weed and Seed for Quality of Life programs that include support of after school programs, supporting small businesses and the teaching of violence prevention skills. 

Bill 57 was referred to Public Safety.

12. CONSENT AGENDA: None
13. RESOLUTIONS ON SECOND READING: None
14. RESOLUTIONS ON FIRST READING: 

R58
Authorizes the Administration to Execute an Agreement to Payment in Lieu of Taxes for Property situated in the Keystone Opportunity Expansion Zone by and among the City of Allentown, Mack Trucks, Inc. and J.G. Petrucci Co., Inc 

Mr. Schweyer said R58 was recommended favorably.

R58 was approved, 5 Yeas, 1 Nay (Phillips), and 0 Nays.

Mr. Schweyer and Mr. D’Amore moved to suspend the rules to introduce and vote on R59.

The rules were suspended by common consent, 6 Yeas and 0 Nays.

R59

Appointment of Brad Mescavage to the Environmental Advisory Council

Mr. D’Amore said Brad Mescavage replaces Jennifer Morrison,
R59 was referred to the Human Resources, Administration and Appointments Committee.

15.  NEW BUSINESS:  None.
16.  GOOD AND WELFARE:  

Ms. Eichenwald said she was delayed in getting here due to the birth of her 5th grandchild, a boy.
17.  ADJOURN

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 PM.
Michael P. Hanlon

City Clerk
